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To the Editor qf TVlid Jerusalem Post 
|i I . Sir, — After having tolerated 
your almost daily vehement anti- 
religio^is and anti-halachic bias for a 
year, I feel the need to make sure 
you receive at least one strongly* 
worded objection. 

Over the year, you have written 
about the '"religious coercion” 
forced on a majority of the popula- 
tion. You have made the point over 
and over that Israel should be a 
secular state and it ought not pay 
any attention to religion. You have 
advocated the separation_of 
“Church and State” and the emigra- 
tion of traditional Halacha. You 
have used the autopsy law, the 
“Who is a Jew” issue, marriage and 
divorce laws, and most recently the 
controversy over the diggings- in the 
City of David, among many other is- 
sues, to spew forth your venom on 
tradition and Halacha. 

1 often wonder why you choose to 
avoid dealing with the natural out- 
growths of your attacks. That is, if 
indeed religion should not be part of 
the doctrine of the State of Israel, 
why do you not question what we 
are all doing here? After all, it is 
only a religious and traditional 
halachic view that accorded us the 
right to live in this land to begin 
with. If I can choose which halachot 
are realistically relevant in today’s 
modern world, I certainly could not 
justify having laid claim to a land 
occupied by a majority of others on 


the basis of “old-fashioned biblical 
law.” If our religion does not 
provide the basis for our existence 
In this land, then what does? If you 
again choose to utilize th-e 
Holocaust as an excuse or 
rationalization, then perhaps we 
should have laid claim to a part of 
Germany, for they did most of the 
, kilUng, Or perhaps we should lay 
claim to a part of Sp^n, for they 
also did a good job some years ago. 
What claim do we have, in com- 
parison tp the Arabs? 

If traditional Halacha should not 
be the basis for deciding who is a 
Jew, then why should we have any 
laws regarding this Issue? If you 
contend we should not, then I 
wuld suggest that the PLO claim to 
be Jewish. No one else need be hurl 
for them to have their way. After 
all, three million Arabs could claim 
to be “Jewish” and they would, 
Mthout question, control the next 
Knesset. 

_ Similarly, if the institution of mar- 
riage is not based on Halacha, then 
on what should it be based? Without 
the Tora, we could as easily do away 
with it as well as the foundation of 
the society which is based on mar- 
riage and the family unit. 

Yes, we could do away with the 
"restrictive laws" of the Sabbath. 

B ut again, why just these laws? Why 
not the laws that give us claim to 
this land? How do you pick and 
choose? 


How is it that you openly qu#, 
lion a halachic ruling by the S 
Rabbis of Isra.1? 

you aa authority on Halacha, a 

you arc, from whence did thh i 
pertise come? If the site of 
archeological dig in the City w 
David IS a cemetery, then It is, 

It IS nrt. then It is not, and i 
your rhetoric on the nccesiHy of 
scicn iTic inquiry" wUl chanac ilv 
facts. If the site is a cemeten aod 
wc.dwosetodig ItuplnanatieM 
to discover our "historical puL- 
ihcn we appear to be spitl , 
ourselves. For what significao« 
does our past hold if we desccraua 
and Ignore it anyhow? If the tlttii 
not a cemetery, then I am confidioi 
in the ability of modern archeolof 
and pathology to prove it so, Hti 
the question is one of fact, nod 
your fancy. 

The problems of Halacha aaj 
modern society and technology jh 
indeed difficult ones that needtoh 
dealt with and there arc, in 
perts who do deal with these issuet 
However, I was not aware (hat jour- 
nalism also provides rabbinic traiji> 
ing and expertise. 

It is true that there are ihoK wbo 
very often gel carried away wiih 
their righteous indignalitm. But art 
you not guilty of exactly the lamt 
thing? 

Jerusalem. 


JAKOB BAKST 


JEWISH SELF-HATRED 


7u the Editor tjf The Jerusalem Post 

. Sir, — The behaviour of the 
Austrian Chancellor, Dr. Bruno 
Kreisky, bears unmistakable signs 
of Jewish self-hatred. If there were 
need of additional proof. Dr. 
Kreisky has provided it. When 
asked by an Austrian TV announcer 
why he was two days late in express- 
ing sympathy to the victims of the 
synagogue explosion, he answered 
that he had to "defend himself 
against Israeli papers.” Sheer non- 
sense! His Jewish assimilationist 
complexes are evident. In similar 
previous cases, he was not too quick 
to express sympathy either. 

Dr. Kreisky is not in bad com- 
pany. Other well-known Austrian 
Jews were also Jewish self-haters. 
Even some former socialist leaders 
of Jewish descent were afTected by 


this malady. There is at least one 
suicide on record commilied 
becaiLW of Jewish self-hatred — 
that of Ouo Weininger. a famous 
Austrian philosopher of Jewish 
origin. 

. Dr. Kreisky would be well ad- 
vised to read the book dealine 
specially with this complex — Der 
Juedlsche Selbsthass (1930), by 
Theodor Lessing. The author of this 
book, assassinated by the Nazis, 
was, according to his own confes- 
sion. a rabid anti-Semite. After a lot 
of soul searching (he was a 
philosopher by profession), he 
became a Zionist and felt happy to 
be Jewish. If it could happen to Les- 
sing. why not to Kreisky? 

A veteran SOCIALIST 
{Name and address supplied.! 
Jerusalem. 


THE PROPHET EZEKIEL 


7b the Editor of The Jerusalan Post 
. Sir, — Please allow me to correct 
a possible misconception arising 
from the article, “Ancesir'al 
health,” August 30. 

I am quoted as staling that 
Ezekiel (the prophet) was “the first 
orthopedist.” In fact, little is known 
of the prophet’s professional call- 
ing, other than that he was a 
prophet and a priest, so that it 
would have been misleading for me 
to make such a positive statement. 
In my lecture, "Low back trauma — 
an orthopedic case presentation” 
given to the First International 
Congress of Medicine In the Bible, I 
attempted to reconcile a problem of 
language that our religious com- 
mentators and lexicographers have 
been unable to solve regarding the 
word, "Veha-amadata" 29 : 7 ), 
which appears to be connected with 
my own professjonal field of 
orthopedic traumatology, i 
demonstrated in this lecture how 
careful Ezekel was. In my opinion, 
to choose each and every word to 


correspond exactly to the clinical 
situation as he described it in 
prophetic allegory ahd metaphor, 
both in chapter 29 and In chapter 
30, the latter dealing with the 
c inical manifestations and princi- 
ples of treatment of a fractured arm 
just as I recall learning them at 
medical school less than 20 years 
ago. * 

In describing Ezekiel’s clinical 
acumen in relation to his prophetic 
ability. I commented that It was his 
ran^slaiors "who failed to unders- 
land the exquisite insight of one 

B.C.E., could have been among the 
earliest recorded orthopedist? of 
even lo the 
"'PPocfalM. whom he 

no hSin . had he 

hia divine 

vocation in an unfortunate era of 
Jewish history." My own words, 
too, were chosen deliberately to 

convey J ‘o 

Other. y.G. ROTH,M.B.,Oi.B. 
Jerusalem 


RULE OF LAW 

7ii the Etiilitr The Jerusalem Aw 

•Sir, — In connection with thedii* 
pute involving the Chief Rabbi$.ilw 
MiiiLMcr of Education and othtn 
concerning the rule of law andllw 
Halucha, may I draw your altenlpj 
to a new institute, “Tradition of 
Law in Israel," under the chair- 
manship of Professor Haim Cohen. 
Dr. Yitzhak Kistcr, Yilritsk Tunii 
and Professor Nahum Rukover. 

Th» new institute is designed lo 
nwiisl the legal profession in im- 
plcmenling the Basic Law iegida- 
tiim 1980, which terminated the 
retiance of fsrticr.s courts on British 
law and siihstiltilcd a linkage to 
“the principles, freedom, juJlice. 
rightconsiiess and pence of the 
Jewi.sh iradiiiun.'' 

An appropriate vehicle seems se 
he availahle now to .settle disputes 
^ucli as the archeological work 
the City of David in accordance 
with the 1980 law. 

This, of course, leaves moot the 
question of whether Israel Is lo be 
governed by the rule of law, or by 
Jewish tradition, in circumstances 
in which there exist lacunae in >be 
law. 

MELVIN FEHS0 

Jerusalem. 


EST ADVERT 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Potl 

Sir, — I was upset to see an 
advertisement in The Jerusalem Foil 
for Werner &hard, the founder of 
EST. According to articles that 
have appeared in the U.S. he 
believes he has iupernaluiB> 
powers. He considers Nietzsche his 
intellectual mentor. The creation of 
a super-race is his highest ambition. 

I urge your readers to be wary of 
this and other mind-contiol_ cult* 
appearing on the Israeli scene. 

JEROME B. WOLlCKl 
Rabbi, Beth Ora 

Montreal, Canaao 
Jerusalem (Montreal). 
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Secret plan reported 
for south Lebanon 


By LEON HADAR 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
UNITED NATIONS. - Major 
Sa'ad Haddad, the South 
Lebanese Christian militia 
leader, has given his discreet 
agreement to a UN-U.S. plan for 
South Lebanon that would in- 
volve withdrawal of Israeli 
heavy weapons from the border 
area and Haddad's own eventual 
reintegration into the Lebanese 
Army, it has been learned here. 

Haddud, it has been reported, in- 
dicated his agreement recently to 
UNIFIL commander Gen. William 
Callaghan — and asked that Israel 
not he informed of it. 

(At a press conference on Sun- 
Uny. Haddad said he knew nothing 
about the plan. In any event, the 
FLO could not be trusted to fulfill 
its coniiiiitnienis in any .such deal, 
he said.) 

Israel has objected to sections of 
the UN-U.S. proposal, partly on the 
grounds that it would weaken H,urt- 
dad's semi-independent siaius in his 
border enclaves. 

Haddud has al.so publicly rejected 
ihe prnp.is.il — iiciictf ilic 
surprise in UN quarters when it 
became clear ihnt the major's 
private position is radically different 
from his public pronouncements. 

The prop«»sal is ilie result of 
months of quiet diplomacy by a (op 
UN official. Under-Secretary Brian 
Urquhart, who enjoys the con- 
fidence of all parties in the area. Ur- 
quhart is reportedly working in 
close coordination with high U.S. 


officials. 

Saudi Arabia, too, is reportedly 
involved in the diplomatic activity, 
and the plan's authors hope that the 
Saudis will help “sell’’ it in the Arab 
world. As an ultimate objective, the 
plari envisages a withdrawal of 
Syrian forces from Lebanon 
(including the Syrian anti-uircruft 
missiles in the eastern Beka'u Valley 
which have long troubled Israel). 

In (he first stage, the plan aims ul 
the withdrawal of heavy artillery 
positioned in the whole of Southern 
Lebanon. The PLO would withdraw 
from its positions in and around 
Tyre, and decrease Ihe number of 
its men presently deployed in Ihe 
UNIPIL-held zone. I.srael would 
remove forces it has reportedly 
stationed in Haddad's enclaves. 

These withdrawals would be 
supervised by UNIFIL, which 
would thereby implement its 
original mandate, extending its urea 
of operations right down to the 
Lebano ;-lsrael border. 

Als>:< in accordance with the 
original mandate (as embodied in 
UN Security Council Resolution 
425 of 1978), UNIFIL would en- 
courage the Beirut government to 
gradually lake control of the south 
of Ihe country. Haddad's forces 
would be reintegrated into the 
regular Lebane.se army. 

In hi> cofucrNiiiion wiih UN- 
li'IL's Gcti. Ciill.i^han. Haddad in- 
dicated llial he agreed to ihi.s part i^f 
the plan on eotiduion that lie and 
Ills men would enjo> a special status 
wilhin ihe Lehnnese army — a con- 
dition wliich Ihe Beirut govern- 





The leader of the Christian militia in south Lebanon, .Miijur .Sa'ud Haddud. left, is seen here 
with Israel’s former O.C. Nurtlicrn Command, Aluf (Mag.-Tlon.) .Asi|>dor Hcii-Ciiil, and 
i-'oreign Minister Vit/.liak Shamir. The meeting took place nt the Israel border town <if Metulla 
last u-ni. 


merit, which riNn supports the plan. 
Is likch lo iiecept. 

The situation in Lebanon, and 
UN-U.S. efforts to achieve a solu- 
tion. were a central issue during 
Premier Menachem Begin's recent 
summit talks in Washington. 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
also discussed the suhjccl Inst 
inonil) with L'N SecrciJr>-Gcncral 
Kurt Waldheim in New York. 

In all these contacts, Israel has 
raised, inter alia, the following 
reservations; 


• UNIFIL supervision of PLO 
withdrawal may not be suffiuemly 
effective, especially since not all the 
terrorist groups accept the authority 
of Yasser .\rafal. 

• The plan would institutionalize 
the role of the PLO. “What might 
emerge from all this," an Israeli of- 
ficiul said recently, “is an 
.\merican-Saudi effort to introduce 
the PLO into the Middle East peace 
process through the back door." 

• The plan would mean the 


weakening of Haddad as an anti- 
Pl.O “burrer'' and the weakening of 
Israel's close cooperation with Had- 
dad and his militia forces. 

Hy indicating his own agreement 
to the plan, however. Haddad ap- 
pears to have pulled the rug from 
under this last. key. Israeli reserva- 
tion. 

I N lic.idquaricr-. very cii- 
cour.iged by H.iddad - ha^ 

instructed C.illagii.iii lo iiiclM 
lorihwith with PLO chic)' 

Ar.il'.ii lo Ji>ciiN- the pl.in 


Reagan’s charge of meddling 
by Israel is rejected 


Sharon’s idea Anxious Lebanese in dark 

over spate of car bombing 


By WOLF BLITZER 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. - Israeli officials 
have rejected President Ronald 
Reagan's implied charge last week 
that Israel was meddling in internal 
U.S. affairs by opposing the 
proposed sale of AWACS radar 
planes and other advanced 
weaponry to Saudi Arabia. 

Although (here was no formal 
Israeli reaction to Reagan's slate- 
mem, officials in Jerusalem asserted 
that “Israel said what it had to say, 
period. It has nothing more to do 
with this business.” 

Reagan last week told a national- 
ly televised news conference, “It is 
■lot the business of other nations to 
make American foreign policy." 

Kcagiin in.sisicd (he sale '*p<^!tes 
no threat to Israel now or in the 
fuiure,** adding; “indeed, by con- 
tributing In the security and .stability 
of the region, it serve-s Israel’s 
longr.mgo inlere.st.s.** 

Reagan’s direct appeal lo the 
American public for support of the 
sale represented his toughest state- 
ment to dale suggesting unwonted 


iNsroE 

• Kibbutzim are-up In arms over 
an attack on their ‘Mife style” by 
Prime Minister Begin. The kib- 
butzim also came under fire last 
week from a Labour Party Knes- 
set Member, Eliahu Speiser, 
whose conunents brought sharp 
criticism from colleagues — pages 
3 and 6. 


Israeli involvement in the domestic 
U.S. legislative process. Other 
senior U.S. offieiuls have privately 
blasted Israeli statements against 
the sale, but Reagan's willingness 
to go public came as a rude surprise 
lo Israeli officials and their sup- 
porters on Capitol Hill. 

Asked about his warning to 
Israel, Reagan later appeared to try 
to soften its impact somewhat by in- 
sisting that he was not 
“deprecating” anyone. He called 
his recent meetings here with Egyp- 

(Conlliiued on pR|c 2.) 


on areas 
approved 

The cabinet this week adopted 
the proposals of Defence Minister 
Ariel Sharon for separation of 
civilian and military authority in the 
territories. The plan for reorganiz- 
ing the military government in the 
West Bank and Gaza will take ef- 
fect on December 1. 

The decision was announced by 
Cabinet Secretary Arvo Naor, who 
said the reorganization means that 
certain functions will be carried out 
by civilians, who will be acting un- 
der the supervision of the military 
governor. 

“The military government cannot 
be replaced by Israeli civilians,'* 
Naor said, but “in order to provide 
full cooperation and understanding 
and mutual goodwill in the ter- 
ritories, it is possible that some of 
the functions carried out today by 
military officers will tomorrow be 
curried out by civilians." 

He said that the civilians, 
hopefully including inhabitants of 
the territories, will replace those 
army officers dealing with daily uT- 
fairs. 


Jerusalem Post Slaff 
and .\gencics 

BEIRUT. — Lebanon's war of 
bomb-laden parked cars arid hidden 
explosives has brought this combat- 
weary country to a state of agoniz- 
ing nervousness. When and where 
will the next bomb go off — and 
who is really doing it, the Lebanese 
are asking themselves. 

A little-known group called the 
"Front for the Liberation of 
Lebanon from Foreigners'* has 
claimed responsibility for the five 
worst explosions. 

In its latest cull to the media, fol- 
lowing last week's blast that killed 
92 and wounded more thun 3(X) in 
the administrative nerve centre of 
the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion. the front announced that it will 


tvget further attacks against the 
Palestinians and the Syrian military 
presence here. 

The PLO’s power base is 
Southern Lebanon and ii also con- 
trols several neighbourhoods in 
West Beirut. Syria keeps 22.000 
soliiiers here as “peacekeepers" 
policing the cease-fire that — in 
name only — brought an end to the 
civil war. 

The public statements coming 
froih all sides in this curious war 
zone only make the bombings ap- 
pear frightening. 

The PLO and its leftist Moslem 
alli^ say that “the Front for the 
Liberation of Lebanon from 
Foreigners" is actually a facade for 
Lebpesc Christians who recruit 
-igcqts for Israel. 

iCnntlnani «i pa|e 2.i 
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Jordan rebuffs Begin 
on confederation idea 


Jenaalem Post Staff American dialogue on “Btrategic 

"conWeralion" to rele ovJr “fhc 
and wa.t.rn Land of 

vasion of Iran.’* Begin suggested 
Begin had made (he proposal that Ayatollah Khomeini’s rule may 
last week in an interview on Kol be followed 1^ that of the Iranian 
^israel. Communist Party, which may invite 

Hnw^u.r « LI u 1 the Soviets to invade. "Wlio will 

cnnsiHer ciink a .T-lu * between Israel and the U.S. is es* 

"whose basic nolicipc)irf>^v^ ^ tabliahed, however, "then it is cer- 

and the' -denial nF' tahily possible to deter the USSR 

national righta." Thd Loader.!!' f™" Th«. intention is not 
added that Begin ivas not the man “ “ 
to conclude a peace agreement with! Meanwhile, at the United Na- 
Jordan. ' lions last week Jordanian Crown 


Meanwhile, at the United Na- 
tions last week Jordanian Crown 

view Thai ^inrJaV ® couniry's conccm Hbout Defence 

"Paleatinian slate " ^ “ Minister Sharon's contention that 

Ih«» I.X .U al^^dy is a Palestinian state 

are rTie! ^ ‘^at no oiihcr is needed, 

are colleagues who say this (and) 

they have the right to make that Speaking before the General 
daim," said the premier, who weni Assembly, Hassan expressed 
on to describe *'the vision 1 have ip his country's support for the 
my heart." national' rights of the Palestinian 

“I dream of the day in whiclj people "including their right to an 
(here will be peace between us and independent Palestinian state on 
the ruler of East Transjordan. And Pelestinian national soil." 
as a result of this peace we will be' Hassan's speech and meeting 
able to give Jordan a free port in the with Haig come amid persistent 
Memterranean, either in Aahod or rumours about a secret meeting 
in Kaua, and goods from both between Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
countries will go east ^d west and Shamir and Hassan. Both Israeli 
wc will Ik Able to visit each .other and Jordanian officials denied .the 
and wc wiH bcable t<xrtabl 4 c h ’wh'a r t dUVflU f s. — — 


Hassan's speech and meeting 


I may call today a free con- 
fed e ration... a confederation 


BULLETIN 

Prime Minister Begin Intends to 
hold cabinet meetings In the future at 
offices In the government complex In 
East Jerusalem, according to Israel 
Radio. He does not, however, intend 
to move his office to the eastern part 
of the city, it Is stated. 

The premier will bring the proposal 
to the cabinet for a decision, the radio 
says. 


between the free eastern and 
western Land of Israel." 

During the interview. Begin ex- 
pressed his "certainty" that the 
peace process between Israel and 
Egypt will continue after April 1982, 

when Israel completes its 
withdrawal ^from Sinai. "Wc. have 
made peace forever and it will live 
on in the future," he said. 

Speaking of the ongoing Israeli- 
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A I9(h century etching by Edouard Moyse of France depicts the Jewish tradition, xtill practised 
today, of the blessing of children and grandchildren before Yom Kippur, which is being marked 
this week by Jews around the world. The head of the family places Ills hand on the child’s head 
and recites a blessing for the youngster’s health and happiness during the coming year. 


ANXIOUS LEBANESE 


Shamir told the General As- 
sembl) last week that "there is no 
need to speak further of self- 
determinulion for ihe PulesUnian 
people." since their homeland 
already exists in Jordan. 

"The Palestinian Arabs do have a 
state on the major part of the ter- 
ritory of Palestine," said Shamir. 
Jordan is "a Palestinian Arab state 
in everything but name. It is a 
Palestinian Arab slate by virtue of 
its geography, demography, history, 
culture, religion and language." 

A PLO delegate to the UN 
General Assembly last week re- 
jected the so-called "Sharon plan" 
to replace Hashemite Jordan with a 
PLO-led Palestinian slate. 

"Transjordan is a sovereign Arab 
slate and its people are Jordi'inian 
citizens," said Shafik al-Hou(, who 
is also a high-ranking member of the 
Palestinian National Council and 
the head of the PLO Lebanese of- 
fice,. "The Palestinian people 
belong to Palestine and their 
country is Patesliiie." 


(Conilnufd from pogi 1,) 

Mahmoud Labady, the PLO's of- 
ficial spokesman and a survivor of 
Msi week's explosion, has said 
Lebanon’s intelligence agency, the 
"Deuxieme Bureau," conspires 
with the Christian Phalange Party 
and the Israelii to help plant the 
bombs. 

Khalil Wazir ("Abu Jihad"), se- 
cond in command to PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat, said through the 
PLO's Wafu ncw.s agency over the 
weekend that Israeli e.xpjosives e.x- 
pens had fitted out th,c death vehi- 
cles in the safety of areas controlled 
by the Phalangists in East Beirut. 

The Phalangists, opposed to the 
Palestinians being in Lebanon, then 
recruited Lebanese to drive the cars 
into PLO areas, Wazir said. 

Israel has said through (he suite 
radio that it had no pun in the 
bombings and blamed them on 
rival groups tsiiliin the PLO. 

The Christian Phalange radio slu: 
lion reported that Syria-based 
renegade Palestinian leader Sabri 
Banna ("Abu Nidul"). was behind 
Ihe blasts. 

He is under death sentence by the 
PLO for threatening to kill Arafat, 

The radio claimed that Amin al- 
Hindi. a senior aide to Saluh Khulaf 
("Abu lyad"). was killed in last 
week's bla.si and the leader of the 


pro-Libyan Popular From for ihc 
Lioeration of Palestine-General 
Commaiid. .MimaJ Jihril. was hurt. 

According to some observers, 
Khalaf >- the third-ranking leader 
in the PLO hierarchy after Yasser 
Arafat and Khalil Wazir ("Abu 
Jihad") — may have been &$ target 
of the attack. Although he wVia not 
hurl, his office w-as repuriedf) 
damaged in the blast. 

Khalaf, who U believed to be un- 
der strong Syrian Influence, has 
been at odds with Arafat and Wazir 
for some lime, and there is n 
dcnniie possibility that mainstream 
PLO elements may have sought to 
take advanuigc of the present wave 
of car bombings to settle accounts 
with him. 

The area of the blast is under 
total Paleatinian control and virtual- 
ly sealed off to outsiders, which 
would lend support to lliose whu> 
see the attack as part of an iiuru- 
PLO power struggle. 

Other observers believe the 
Lebanese Shi’iie organization, al- 
Amal, may have been responsible. | 
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REAGAN 

(Contlnurd fram pigr 

lian President Anu'ar Sadai »wl 
Prime Minister Mcnaclicm Begin 
"nne," adding (hat Washington w 
ready tu proceed with the "siraiegic 
discussions" with Israel. 

H tit wimt wus of specific concern 
to the udministraiion. he expisined. 
•was the "perception" in other 
countries that the U.S. was"beiuj 
unduly influenced" by u "foreigfl" 
country — u clear reference to 
Israel. 

The Sattdis last week pledged to 
u.se the AW.ACS planes tmly within 
its borders utid to cxchHnge all dau 
gathered with (he U.S. Bui aSsud) 
Foreign Ministry spokesman ap- 
peared u» reject joint opcrsikwof 
the planes, n condition demanded 
by many U.S. .senmors for their ap- 
proval of the sole. 

Quoted by the Saudi pre« 
agency, the spokesman said that ha 
c*>umry "docs not accept my 
partnership as regards the plantf " 
Pleading with sccpticid senators IbH 
week, U.S. Secretary of Slate AlW' 
under Huig hud said (hat m 
"AinerlcHn presence in the aircraft 
and on the ground" would coniinut 
"well into the 1990s,’’ 

Meanwhile, U.S. Senator Bob 
Packwood, a leader in the fighi^ 
veto the proposed sale, claim^ 
week that the 50 senators who l**' 
month .signed a resolution ugains) 
the deal are still firm in their oppd>^ 
lion. But he conceded that "fivaj* 
si.x voles could be pried (rff by(^ 
administration.*’ 

Prime Minister Menachem 
this week proposed to the cabifl*' 
the issuing of a statement drawinf 
aiiention to Saudi Arabia’s 
to allow American crews to 
the manning of the AWACS rfadC • 
The proposal was adopt«i. 

Cabinet Secretary Arye Naprsai" 
after the Cabinet meeting; "'n* J 
equivocal statement by the Sa(Jdi 
government" that it will under t® 
circum.siunces agree to join* 
American operation ofthc AWAV^ 
"provides further prooF, 
were needed, that the supply ofip j 
surveillance aircraft together wF® 
the advanced weaponry crf'ih* 
constitutes a seridtts danger w 
Israel's security." " ' 
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HOME NEWS 


Furore over Labour leader Speiser’s 
critical remarks on kibbutzim 


By SARAH HONIG 
Post Political Reporter 
Internal strife in the Labour Parly 
enipted into loud recriminations 
over the weekend, with dovish MK 
Yosef Sarid joining kibbutz 
members in criticism of remarks 
against the collective movement by 
leading candidate for secretary- 
general MK Eliahu Speiser. 

Speiser, in turn, denied he had 
meant the kibbutzim were "racist," 
and lashed out with a vicious attack 
against Sarid, calling him a 
"political hitchhiker" and "back- 
stabber." 

Sarid opened the latest buttle 
with a blast at comments by Speiser 
in u weekend Ma'ariv interview. 
There. the MK was quoted as apply- 
ing the term "racist" to (he kibbutz 
movement, which he accuses of 
having an elitist attitude and trying 
to rule the Labour Party in the style 
of the l9S0s ptiriy machine. 
According to Sarid, "Labour's 
criticism of Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin's pronounce- 
ments last week on the kibbutzim is 
faulty and half-hearted, us long us it 
is not also directed against inciters 
from within." Sarid said that 'Tor 
months, Speiser has been fomenting 
ethnic strife in Labour and malign- 
ing the kiU>utz movement." 

Sarid accused Speiser of "hroiul- 
ciLSting Oil the same witve-lcngih us 
Begin, supplying him with umnuini- 
lion and dwarfing Begin's own 
statements. Begin would never have 
dared refer to the kibhuizim in the 
language Speiser u«e«." 

Broadening his attack. Sand w-ent 
on- "For the past four years of 
.Spviser's membership in the Knus- 
sci he h.is never taken part in its 
work, and he never lifted a finger 



Eliahu Speiser 



Yosef Sarid 


during the recent election effort. 
This man now spreads divisivcncss 
and hale in Labour. As long a.s party 
leaders .shirk respon.sihilily and do 
not CiLsiigaic Speiser, they forleit 
the right to tuiack Begin." 

Joining (he battle. MKs Daniel 
Rosolio and Ya'ticov Tsur. both kib- 
butz movement lenders, have 
called on party chairman Shimon 
Peres "i.o draw the necessary c-in- 
elusions" against Sj>eiser. 

In an angry reaction this week. 
Spei<:er v:illed Sarid a "polilical 
hiichhiker. who fights his personal 
battles on the parly's back and aims 


to form a leftist radical camp, to es- 
tablish a Palestinian state, and to 
malign those in the party leadership 
who disagree wilh him. He catches 
rides on issues tpat have nothing to 
do with him — the kibbutzim don't 
need his protection.", 

Speiser is reported to be confi- 
dent of his ability to win ihe post of 
secretary-general in the party 
Central Committee vote, scheduled 
for the end of the month. The pre- 
sent secretary-generaal, Haim Bar- 
Lev, is not eager to run against 
Speiser, and determined not to do 
so unless Peres openly supports 
him. Although Peres has been urg- 
ing Bar-Lev to run, he has not 
publicly endorsed his candidacy. 

Peres, meanwhile, attacked 
Begin as the only prime minister in 
the world who doesn't have great 
respect fur Ihrael'K kihbut/.ini. 

"I dim'l know- of any thinking, 
impurlanl person in llic wnrld who 
isn't very impressed by Ihc sneial, 
economic and national acliievc- 
menis of the kibbutz," Peres said, 
responding to remarks Begin made 
in a controversial radio address 
hefi^re Rush Mashuna. 

“The prime minister should he 
the prime minister of nil the people 
and shouldn't alienate half the pop- 
ulation, particularly not on Rosh 
Hashana in a radio interview which 
is supposed to be on national issues, 
not party issues, and is supposed to 
unify, not divide." Peres said. 

Last week the Prime Minister's 
Office issued n statement accusing 
"certain functionaries" of "ai- 
tempting to <.reiilc aniricial hysteria 
uround the prime minister's Rosh 
Hashana eve interview." The state- 
ment said Begin "called for ending 
the haughtiness" towards various 
groups. (Eirlkr re|wrt. pas* 4) 


Anonymous donors 


By GREER FAY CASHMAN 
SpecinI to The Jerusalem Post 
EDUCATION and social welfare 
projects in Israel will benefit by at 
least SI million from a trust fund set 
up last year by a group of inter- 
national businessmen. 

The group, which prefers to re- 
main anonymous, is composed of 
both Jews and non-Jews. OfTicially 
listed as the Educaiional and 
Welfare Foundation, the trust fund 
this year distributed sums ranging 
from S5,000 to SlOO.OtX) to approved 
projects in Israel. Funds are dis- 
bursed through Mordechai 
Mevorach, the foundation's Israel 
director. 

According to Mevorach, the 
donors have chosen to remain 
anonymous because they do not 
want the recipients of their bequests 
to feel obligated. One of the rules 
accompanying a donation is that 
there should be no wall plaque to 
commemorate the gift. 

, Contributions are made to institu- 
tions for specidc projects within the 
framework of education, health and 
oure for the aged. Any citizen of 
Isniel, irrespective of religion, may 
apply on behalf of an institution or 


organization to Ihe foundation, 
whose board bases its decisions on 
human rather than economic needs. 

During 1982, the foundation will 
contribute to special projects in 
education, welfare research and the 
improvement of conditions for the 
handicapped and the aged. 

Israel is Ihe first link in what may 
become an international chain of 
support. The foundation is in- 
terested in making funds available 
to similar causes in other countries. 
Nor will the expansion of the foun- 
dation's activities be detrimental to 
Israel. Funds initially earmarked for 
this country will remain intact — 
and may even increase if Israel's in- 
notionary trend continues. 

During 1951, a total of 44 Israeli 
institutions benefiiled from the 
loundaiion's fund. A total of 200 ap- 
plications reached Mevorach. Of 
these, 100 were not within the 
frumework of the foundation's 
policy. 

Anyone interested in learning 
more about the Educational and 
Welfare Foundation can contact 
Mordechai Mevorach at 5 
Droynnov Street, Tel Aviv (Clul 
Bull ' ’ig) 


Bern approves buying Israeli anti-tank arms 


BERN (AP). — The Sw-iss purlia- The deal w-as reached after a visit 
nient has approved the purchase of hy Defence Minister Ariel Sharon 
Israeli anti-tank projectiles worth 76 to Bern last month, 
niiltinn Swiss francs (S38 million). 


Dry Bones 



Agreement to buy 
Beit Shemesh plant 


French Jewish industrialist 
Joseph Shidlowisky, founder and 
controller sharqholder of the Beil 
Shemesh Engine Company, has 
agreed to sell Israel his interest in 
Ihe firm, a spokesman for the 
Defence Ministry announced last 
w-cek. The deal wilt pave Ihe way for 
the company to produce the jet 
engines for the new Luvie fighter. 

Ministry officials have been 
negotiating the sale for several 
months. Shidlowsky owns 49 per 
cent of the company's shares, the 
government holds another 49 per 
cent and Ihe remaining 2 per cent 
arc controlled by the Shidlowsky 
l-'und. 

The ministry reportedly plans to 
invest S2S million in producing the 
Luvie engine, said to be the Pratt 
and Whitney 1120, to be built under 
licence to the U.S. 



The Isracl-Egypt Friendship Society held an evening of literature, 
music and folklore at the Jerusalem Hilton Hotel at the weekend. At 
Ihc pyrainid-shnped cake arc, friim left, Egyptian artist .Mohammed 
Busyuni, his wife, Wagud, and society chairman Levana /amir. 

(ha.ic 11:ir.ini 


Isr^li companies may now 
advertise in Egyptian media 


Ky Sm.OMO MAO/ 

Pn.sl Economic Reporter 

hradi compames will miw bc 
ahlc to advertise mi kgvplinn idcxi- 
siuii .ind other mass media, and will 
he able lo deal dirccils wiih public 
ci>rpnratioii> ihure, sshicli comprise 
;i l.irav ihiirc of ihe economs. 

I hcac were dumu ul ihi: poiniA 
agreed upon hy the l&nicl-Egspi 
trade eominitiee. which wound up 
iis deliheralions in Cairo last week 

The agreements reuehed h> ihe 
commiutic point to closer economic 
lies heiwcen ihc iwo countries in 
the months ahead, which will be 
mainly in ihe form of trade delega- 
tion exchanges and expanded op- 
portunities for doing business. 

Egypt agreed to establish a per- 
manent trade mission in Israel, 
which already has a mission as part 
ofiisCairo embassy. Israeli busines- 
smen w-ill be able lo go to Egypt 
more frequently. In the first stage 
they will receive visas for five visits 
within a (wo month period, and 
later wilt gel visas for a whole year 
for os many visits as they need. 

This month Israel will take part in 
a construction trade fair in Cairo, 
and next month two Egyptian trade 
delegations will visit Israel. 

It was also agreed that Israeli 
companies would be able to use the 


free port iiTcini in Lg'ni 

Meanwhile, Israeli and Egyptian 
police will cnopcnilc prevcni the 
xiniiggling of cars and ilriigx acro<«x 
the Sinai, an Interior Ministry 
spokesman told Tke Pmi'a Jeffres 
llcllcr last week 

A iiicmi»r.imliiin ii' ilu« cflca, 
which will .i1m' iiwliidv liiik^ Ik'I- 
wvcri Ihc Krjcli ami Lg>plMii 
hrji)chc<i kif Imcrpul. and a rciiuirv- 
mem Iw which c.ich coiinirx nuiii 
iiitorni Ihe lUhcr's (.t'lisiil.iie ul' ihv 
■irrc^l of une uf iis lulnnialv will hv 
signed III Israel in Niwcinhcr. ihc 
spi-ikcsniiUi s.iid 

Dii/cns of I’iracti cars - musi ul 
them luxury models ,ind i.ixis — 
huxtt been smuggled across the bor- 
der inio areas of ihc flinai now un- 
der Eexptiiin control. Manx were 
buried before a particular area was 
returned to Egypt and unearl hed af- 
ter ihe Israeli .luthoriiies lefi. 

Esxplian and Israeli police will 
Join forec.'i in searching for the 
stolen xehicles. the spokesman >uid. 

There have also been reports of 
hashish froiu Lebanon being dum- 
ped off the eoust of Egyptian-held 
Sinai, where Beduin eolleet the 
drug and smuggle it oxerland into 
Israel. Tons of hashish packed in in- 
ner lubes h:i\e washed ashore along 
Ihe Israeli-controlled Ratlah area 
coast. 


Fluoridation of water begins 


By ABR.AHAM RABINOVICH 
JeriisRiein Post. Reporter 

Jerusalem wilt begin regular 
fluoridation of a portion of its wiucr 
supply this week, the first 
locality in the country lo do $o. 

.After years of planning and 
hcsiiaiion. a pilot fluoridation plant 
will begin functioning in Holland 
Square alongside Mount Herzl. 
feeding carcrully measured doses of 
riiioride into (he wuter mains serv- 
ing. the wesicrnmost parts of the 
city. Health Ministry ofTietals suy 
ihai riuoridution wili reduce looih 
decay among ihc city's children by 
some 60 per cent. 

The full impact of nuoridaiioii 
will be felt initially in Beil 


Hakdrem. Bayii \'egan. Kiryat 
Vovel and parts of the city centre. 
Here the natural amount of fluoride 
in the local drinking supply. 0.4 
pans per iniltion, will be augmemed 
by anpiher 0..^ ppm to bring ii to an 
oplimlil 0.9 ppm. Lesser amoiims 
will n|er into other neigh hourhood> 
as w ol. 

.Avi' Samuel, director of the 
municipal water depanmenL e>- 
limaid that 40-50 per cent oi the 
piipulJiion will experience some in- 
crease', in the fluoride umouni of 
their chinking water. 

Will) the eomplciion of a new 
xxater rnain to Komcnui la northern 
Jerusalem during the- next fisc.il 
xe.ir, llte entire, city is to be Mippiicd 
^uth^l^iridaled water. 
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Treasury orders 10% 
slash in gov’t budget 


By SHLOMO MAOZ uiO 
JOSHUA BR1LL.IANT 
The Treasury last week ordced 
government ministries to cut tleir 
budgets by 5 per cent now and 5>er 
cent for the next fiscdl year, ant to 
reduce manpower by 3 per cem,)ut 
Treasury ofTicials believe that the 
move is likely to fail and thatthe 
government will in the end havi to 
ask the Knesset forasupplemenary 
budget this year. 

As with other major policy dci- 
sions, Finance Minister Yo:am 
Aridor took these steps at his *wn 
Initiative without prior approve or 
even discussion' by the cabinet. 

Treasury economists believe jhat 
increased government expensesfor 
defence, subsidies and ideal 
authorities will doom the projected 
cuts and force the government to 
ask for a supplementary budiet. 
The reserve budget has shrunk to 
only 1S500 million, and the Treaiury 
has requested the Knesset Finance 
Committee to approve an enira 
ISI.l billion to subsidize basic com- 
modities and to keep down] the 
prices of grain and fodder. 

The new head of the Treasury 
budget division. Ya‘acov Garish, 
uroie in a circular sent last week to 
all ministry directors-genera) ,ihai 
an analysis of the government's 
revenue and expenses from April 
through September shows that 
about lS3b. a month are being 
pumped into the economy, three 
limes as much us planned in the 
budget. This development. Gadish 


The budget head ordered the 
ministries to prepare a list of top 
priority activities comprising 30 per 
cent of their budget. These items, to 
be reviewed according to a 
procedure similar to '‘zero-based 
budgeting,** will not be cut either 
this year or next. 

Meanwhile, the cost-of-living 
allowance will increase by M.5 per 
cent, the Histadrut and the private 
employers organization decided last 
week. 

This means that a person who 
grosses IS6.000 will get another 
IS690 on his October salary to be 
paid in November. The increase will 
bej>aid on all wages up to ISI4.701 . 
a month. 

The agreement was signed by the 
chairman of the Histadrut Trades 
Umon Department. Yisrael Kessar. 
and the head of the labour commit- 
tee of the Coordinating Bureau of 
Economic Organizations. Haim 
Kaniinitz. It is designed to compen- 
sate workers for the price rises 
between June and August, com- 
pared to March-May. 

The ne.xi increase, compensating 
for the current price rises, is due in 
January'. It may be the lust lime that 
workers are compensated for only 
80 per cent oi the price rises. The 
current C-o-L aliowancc agreement 
expires at the end of March and 
both the government and the 
Hwludrut favour full linkage. 

ilow'ever, Kaminiiz indicated that 
his organization objected to a 100 


siatedv. nccessIt nted-_budflC Lv-cMs.-^>ttr.-ce af lip kage. He said that pre 


now and in the coming yvar. 

The cuts ordered by the Treasury 
will affect manpower as well as 
ministry activities, and apply to all 
bodies which are receiving support 
O'om the government. 


a->B 


sent drrungenienl^ (for periodica] 
increases in the cost-of-living nllon • 
iince and a separate increase in 
basic wages) are enough to 
guarantee the real value of workers’ 
wages. 
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Israel seeks 
U.S. grant 
of $850 m. 


By WOLF BLITZER 
Jerusalein Post' Correspondent 
WASHINGTOl^. — Finance 
Minister Yoram Aridor wound up 
his visit here with an appeal to the 
director of the U.S. government's 
Office of Management and Budget, 
David Stockman, to increase the 
grant portion of next year’s military 
aid bill to Israel to SO per cent. 

The current military aid bill for 
Israel, still pending before 
Congress, includes S900 million in 
loans and SSOOm. in outright grants. 
In addition, Israel is due to receive 
nearly SSOOm. in 'economic as- 
sistance, all of It grants. 

Aridor, who was in the U.S. 
for two weeks explaining Israel’s in- 
creased S3b. economic and military 
aid request for next year, did not 
receive any specific response from 
the Americans. 

Some Sl.9b. of the new Israeli re- 
quest is for military assistance. 
Aridor wants half — or S850m. — to 
be allocated as a grant. 

However, at a time of sharp 
domestic budget cutting in the U.S., 
Israel's request is unlikely to be met 
in full. Indeed, some officials 
believe Israel will be fortunate 
merely to receive the same level of 
assistance next year — without a 
reduction in the current S3. 2b. 
figure. 

According to Israeli ofTicials. 
Aridor spent a major portion of his 
session with Stockman explaining 
the recent measures undertaken in 
Israel to try to curb inflation und 
government spending, 

While here, Aridor also par- 
ticipated in the annual meeting of 
the World Bank and the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. Earlier, 
he met with Secretary of Stale Alex- 
ander Haig, Treasury Secretary 
Donald Regan and Congressmen. 
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Jerusalein Post Reporter 
KURSl. -X A new national park has 
just been opened at this site on the 
eastern shore of Lake Kinneret near 
Moshav Ramot. It is the Hrst d'thc 
country's 34 national parks to hold 
primary interest for Christian 
pilgrims, . 

Kursi is (he traditional site of the 
“miracle of the Gadercne swine," 
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Postscripts 


THH pji>t l(i >car> 
iill Hiiifti rL'}>idciu> haw 
hevn lormiillv cqviul al 
k'M.tl uliL-ti ilies died. Uul noi un- 
li>kc ihc liNinu. Mime have he'eome 
mure equal, etpeeiall). if they had 
mi>ne>. 

In 196S, the . late Mayor Abba 
Khoushy initiated a by-law limiting 
the size of obituary notices dis- 
played on ofTicial billboards to a 
standard and very modest 33 by 31 
centimetres. Khoushy, a lifelong 
socialist, explained that in this way 
equality would be achieved in 
death, and families with limited 
means would no) feel pressed to go 
into debt to hortour their dead by 
announcing their demise on large 
and expensive notices. Rich and 
poor alike would be sent off in a 
single size. 

However, the by-law left open the 
possibility of ‘'exceptions for well- 
known personalities," such as 
cabinet ministers and honorary 
citizens of Haifa. 

A fine of ISt,(XX) is levied for dis- 
playing notices larger than the stan- 
dard size, but this has not always 
been an effective deterrent. Larger 
than standard obituaries still appear 
on Haifa notice boards from lime to 
time, proving that even if you can't 
lake it with you, you can at least let 
the public know you're leaving lots 
behind. Y.$. 


Two pages from a small Illustrated Sabbath prayerbook dating, from 
1717, on display at the Israel Museum during the Rosh Hashana holi- 
day. The handwritten text and illustrations on vellum were done by an 
unknown artist of the Jewish Bohentian-Moravian School. The book 
was donated by Erica and Ludwig Jessclson of New York to mark the 
7l)ih birthday of Jerusalem .Mayor Teddy Kollek. 

National park at ‘Gadarene swine’ site 


where Jesus is said (Matthew 8, 
Luke 8 and Mark 3) to have cured a 
"possessed" man by transferring the 
evil spirits to a herd of pigs, which 
then rushed down the hillside into 
the lake and drowned. 

A spacious Byzantine church and 
hillside chapel have been partially 
reconstructed. Picnic facilities are 
available nearby. 


a 





V 






Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek grabs one of 30 demonstrators fnv 
the Mahane Yehuda quarter who broke Into his office last wetk It 
protest over construction of a bus parking lot near their homes, Tb 
mayor’s secretary, Hamutal .Appel, comes to his alL IV 
demonstrators claim that the terminal is being constructed without i 
proper licence and that It will endanger the lives of their children. Polki 
dispersed the crowd and arrested two of the prutesters. tZoon"' 


Shares plunge, then rally 


By JOSEPH MORGENSTERN 
Post Financial Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Israeli invqsiors nor- 
mally have a total disreguf'd for 
events taking place on other stock 
exchanges ihroughoui the world. 
Generally, when other exchange.s 
full, the local one rises and vice- 
versa. However, this was not (he 
case lust week. 

On Sunday, the last day of (he 
calendar month, share' pricc.s 
plunged, und losses of 10 per cem. 
while not (he order of the day. 
punc(uu(ed (he share price (iibles. 

Monday nigh(, as Israeli investors 
were ushering in the New Year, 
near bedlam conditions were 
prevailing on the world's major 
stock exchanges. 

In a subsequent rally, (he likes of 
which have not been seen in 
modern history, VVall Street prices 
rose sharply, and by .the end of the 
.se.ssion the popular averages had 
climhed by more than 16 points. 

When trading resumed in Israel 
after Rosh Hashana, few individuals 
expected that a sharp rally would 
ensue. However, that is exactly 
what happened as prices rose along 
a broad front, with 66 issues show- 
ing price changes of 5-10 per cent. 
Unlike Sunday's performance, this 
lime most of {he volatile price 
changes reflected upside move- 


ment. 

The commercial banking secto 
which normally trades in hifkk 
sedate fushion. came through 
M.me pyrotechnics. As inveswi* 
were digesting the news of ibt 
highly favourable Bank Leua: 
semi-annim) report lust Sunday 
wax Bank Hanoahm that did i(sbe> 
to .steal the snow from Leuni. 

The Hapoahm shares, in s sl»« 
of strength not seen in recent tiroes 
surged ahead by no less than 43^ 
cent . 

Israeli shares traded in the Uoi^ 
Slates also suffered a j«n of th* 
brunt of heavy selling on tl^ 
American exchanges. Such higl<' 
flyers us Laser Industries had 
wings dipped und traded as lev ^ 
S!2'A. By the week's end they 
generally recovered o part trf ^ 
Kmsos. 

As we begin the New Year.vci} 
few individuals are prep^ed w 
predict a clear course of dkeC^ 
for the share market. At 'lit ^ 
Aviv Stbek Exchange, vettf^ 
observers arc anticipating moft* 
the gyrations that we have 
accustomed to In recent weeB 

The new issue market a 
and will not bring enough 
to lift the market. Some 
arc suggesting that the 
come for the indcx-linkw ^ 
market to rally. ' _ 
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Rates of exchange chief Rabbi to Fwnct 

FoKiin eKchinge rttci igiinii (ht liriii Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Shekd, l.f.Sl ■•■''' ' a - 

Scphaixli Chief 

UAdoii I3.31U Yosef will go to ■ 

Briiiib II .riini 14.740S holidays. On behalf- of 

J*™*" Agency to encourage ' 

KX lt?S; la,i«ch,in“Aliy..ndTo..Pto;«' 

Switt r^anc • 0,9906 among traditional Jews. 

Swcdiih kroM MI3S ... ^.in || 

Dmiiii. IJ61] . The chief rabbi Will, rernsin 

Ciiudiu doiiv 1UU4 France for two weeks and 

Auatmlllii OoHir 1&4706 , n u ' < i .lat, MentilV 

South Africin rand . . . . 14.1673 1*1 ks about Jewish, m 

fniie (10) 3.SI03 Zionism based ,pn the lora. v> 
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HOME NEWS 


All Israel Arab villages 
to get electricity by 1983 


One-way rule oii Jordan 
tourism goes into effect 


By ARYEH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Poet Reporter 

All the remaining non-electrifled 
Arab villages within the Green Line 
are to be linked up to the national 
grid within the next 18 months, the 
Energy Ministry announced re- 
cently. 

But all the homes in some of the 
villages and some of the homes in 
the other villages face the prospect 
of being kept in permanent 
darkness every evening, without 
television or refrigerators, even 
when their neighbours begin to 
receive electric power. 

A law which went into effect in 
July forbids the connection to the 
electricity grid of any home built 
without a valid permit from the 
local planning authority, no matter 
how long ago the building was 
erected. In some areas not yet 
electrified, entire villages such as 
Muawlah in the Little Triangle, 
have been built without permits. 

In the village ' of Uzalr in the 
Jezreel Valley, pylons had already 
been put up and the street lights 
were working when the law came 
into effect, leaving the houses un- 
linked to the grid. 

Avraham Shafat, legal adviser to 


the Interior Ministry, which is 
ultimately responsible for the plann- 
ing authorities, said recently that 
the mlnfstry had reached an agree- 
ment with the Electric Corporation 
not to enforce the Igw when dealing 
with all homes built before 1966, 
when the current building and plan- 
ning law came into force. 

About 10 Arab villages in the Lit- 
tle Triangle and the Galilee and a 
further nine neighbourhoods in 
other Arab settlements will benefit 
from the Energy Ministry's decision 
to provide an electriTication gram, 
which will cover 80 per cent of the 
cost of bringing the cables to the in- 
dividual homes in the villages. The 
remaining 20 per cent and the in- 
dividual connection charge will be 
met by the local families. 

Following the completion of two 
five-year electrification plans for 
the Arab sector in the 1960s and 
early ’70s, about 33 villages 
remained without power. Most of 
these have been linked up to the 
grid over the last three years with 
the help of ministry-subsidized 
loans covering 50 per cent of the 
cost, said Ram Haviv, the Energy 
MiniAry's deputy director-general 
responsible for electricity. 


Tennis ace 
from Egypt 

By JACK LEON 
Post Sports Reporter 

TEL AVIV. —I Former Egyptian 
Davis Cup player Aly Eldawoody, 
:28, has arrived from West 
Germany to take part in this 
week's SS0,0(X) Volvo Grand Prix 
tournament at Ramal Hasharon's 
Israel Tennis Centre, making him 
the first Egyptian sportsman to 
compete .in this country. 

Eldawoody said that he Is “eager- 
ly looking forward to play in Israel, 
which I have wanted to visit for a 
long-time. I have heard only good 
things about your country.*' Stress- 
ing .that he has come here only to. 
play tennis, Eldawoody added, "I 
am very happy about the peace 
between Egypt and Israel." 

Tennis has been the "pace- 
maker'* in establishing sporting tics 
between Israel and Egypt. Since the 
first encounter between athletes of 
the two countries — at the Olympic 
water polo preliminaries in Bulgaria 
in the spring of 1980 ~ the oc- 
casional sports meetings between 
Israelis and Egyptians have in- 
cluded some half-dozen encounie-s 
on the tennis courts. 


By HAIM SHAPIRO 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Despite objections from virtually 
the couritry's entire tourist industry, 
the government last week instituted 
regulations which prohibit tourists 
entering Israel from Jordan from 
leaving the same way. 

The regulations are intended to 
protect El Al from what is described 
as unfair competition from Alia, 
the Jordanian national airlines, 
which offers fares considerably 
lower than those offered by the 
Israel national carrier. According to 
the Tourism Ministry, Alia can af- 
ford to fly at these prices because it 
receives subsidized fuel from Saudi 
Arabia. 

When (he change was originally 
proposed a few month.s ago by then 
Industry, Trade und Tourism 
Minister Gideon Putt, he argued 
that since (he Jordaninns do not al- 
low excursions to their country 
from Israel, Israel should do the 
same. 

This argument was rejected out of 
hand by hoteliers and tourist agents 
on the grounds that Israel has been 
active in encouraging traffic across 
the Jordan bridges. As for the argu- 


[TunL that Alia has been competing 
uifairly, the tourism industry's rep- 
ly is that on the contrary, if Jordan 
wshes to subsidize tourism to 
Isiacl, wc should be only too happy . 

The tqpproximaiely SOJJOO to 60.000 
to'irisis a year who in the past came 
to Israel by way of the /Mien by 
Bridge were, for the most pu,*L 
groups of Christian pilgrims from 
lh{ "Bible belt" of the U.S. It is 
believed that many would not make 
the trip if it cost a few hundred dol- 
lais more. 

Especially hard hit by the deci- 
sion will be East Jerusalem travel 
agents, many of whom depend on 
this traffic for a major part.qf their 
husiciQ;i^,.Tb? groups, usually spend 
a few days at hotels in East 
Jerusalem and another few days at 
kibbutz guest houses in Galilee. 

Speaking on Israel Radio. 
Yehudii Huebner, the Interior 
Ministry official in charge of im- 
migration, said the ruling would not 
apply to dipiniiiuts, Journalists, 
clergymen and foreigners residing 
in Jordan. Also excluded arc the 
thousands of residents of .Arab 
states who come annually for family 
visits. 



ISRAEL 
RADIO 

NEW FREQUENCIES 
FOR THE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
BROADCASTS 
Sept. 6. to November 1, 1S81 

OBOO — 0B16 QMT 
217 lO*** 

16106* 

12025* 

11637*/** 

9B16* 

1200 — 1230 QMT 
26640* 

21496* 

17812* 

16606*** 

2000 ^ 2030 GMT 
21676* 

17006**** 

17012* 

16682* 

11637* 

0OO0**** 

2230 — 2300 OMT 
21710***** 

21676* 

16682*/***** 

11637*/***** 

9816* 

0000 — 0030 OMT 
16682*/***** 

1 1637*/***** 

9816* 

0100 — 0130 OMT 
16602*/***** 

11637*/***** 

9816* 

0200 ~ 0230 OMT 
16682*/***** 

1 1637*/***** 

9816* 

target area 

* N. mMERICA S W. EUROPE 
AUSTRALIA 8 NEW ZEALAND 
S.E. A8IA. AUS., N.Z. 




AFRICA 


LATIN AMERICA 
riirnel, Exiarnil Service. 

P-O.B. 1062, Jeruaalem, laraal 91910 


RABBI Required 

Ccnia/vativa community of Peru naada 
rebbl. Pitaie write, including curriculum 
vitae to: 

Aaootacl6n dudia da Banadoanela 
Y Culto da 1870. P.O.Box 6773. 
Lima 100, 

P«tu, South America 


Galilee Garbage 








is even uglier than garbage in laii icenlc ragiona. 

A iot can be dona about iti 
TheFali 19B.1 iiaueof 

ISRAEL-LAND AND NATURE 

examlnaa the problams oT landacepe coosarvatloa In a 
rapidly developing GBlilea, 

Alao BTtlelai on: 

* Tbe BDclBDt wool textile Industry of Safad 

* Jewish Beillemani In Galilee 1946-1980 

* Our dwindling lappet-raced vultures 

* Whales olT laraerB coasts 

and other ioterestlng material on laraers naturel 
and human history. 

Help proiBCl’tbe vulnerable environment and natural heritage 
of the Holy Land. 

Join the ' 

Society fbr the Protaotlon of Nature in Iiiwel 
todayll ^ 

Overseas members are welcomel 


Sooiety fer the Protection of Nature to Israel 
I Heshflala 8L, 66183 Tel Aviv. laraal. 

Please enrol me land my famllyl in the S.P.N.I. 




;MY cheque for Is enclosed. 

Annual memberihip dues for Israel resldanta are IS 120 lISlOO fbr 1J>,F 
pers'oanel and studants). Overiaaa membersblpi (inoludlng a small 
contribution): S 20 

Membership tncludea a subseription to Israel— Land and Nature, 

Perlodlq listings of ourrant 8.P.N.I. loun are sent to oil members residing. In 
Israel, and to ovarseaa members who request thatn. 


Name and Address (pleue print clearly) . 


Next Year in Jerusalem 

and the next.., and the next ... 

in your own apartment in 

THE KNESSET TOWER 
APARTMENT HOTEL 


Now under construction in a quiet 
residential area easily accessible to 
the city centre. 

Own a professionally decorated fully 
furnished and equipped apartment 

Enjoy the facilities provided by a 
regular hotel 

Expert management 

Service lacilities 

Kosher restaurants 

Pool & tennis court ... and more 

Stay as long as you like and earn an 
I ncome in your absence. 


A warm Shalom each itme you return 
to your home away from home. 

Thirty apartments now on sale. 

If you wish to know more about ihis 
unique opporiuniiy available in 
Jerusalem, come and talk to us. . 

For an appointment call Brenda or 
Merle; pager No. 1 407. TEL. 02- 
532131,03-2481 17 
or write for our full colour brochure 
Eilon Brothers Hotels Lid. 

2nd floor, Jerusalem Tower 
34 Ben Yehuda Street, Jaruselem 
Tel. 02-221 195. 227231 
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THE POLITICAL WEEK 


Begin assails kibbutz ‘wealth and arrogance 


Jenuilem Post Staff 

Prime Minister Menachem Begn 
in Rosh Hashana interviews cxpre- 
sed readiness to publish a joint ai- 
nouncement with the countrys 
other political leaders to remove tie 
SephardUAshkenazi issue fron 
public political dispute and discu- 
Sion. 

Begin also attacked “the displays 
of arrogance by the Labour pacy 
and the kibbutzim” towards tie 
Sephardi communities and tie 
development towns during the pal 
three decades, and Hayed the pras 
— except the NRP's Hattie aid 
Agudat YisraePs Hamodi'a — br 
being anti-Likud. 

In un interview published ial 
ueck in ihc uHcrnoon daily 
Aharonot, Begin said that he hid 
been prepared in the recent electiin 
campaign to make such a joint an- 
nouncement with Labour leader 
Shimon Peres saying: *‘Let is 
remove this matter from discis- 
sion.” Begin conceded, however, 
that he had not suggested to Peiies 
that they make such a statement 
before the election. 

“But I am ready at this time to 
publish a joint announcement” on 
the mutter, he said in the iniervietv. 
Begin denied thai the Likud had 
been responsible for turning the gap 
between the country's Sephardi and 
Ashkenazi communilies into a ma- 
jor election campaign issue. 

Saying, “I do not accuse, I amply 
set down the facts,” Begin related 


that in 1946 Israel Oalili, leader of 
the Labour-aHHiated Hagana un- 
derground movement, had asked 
him how the IZL — which Begin 
had commanded — had overcome 
“the ethnic problem.'* Many of the 
IZL commanders and activists were 
of Oriental origin — ‘*and we con- 
tinued this tradition in the Herut 
movement too,” said the premier. 

Begin went on to tell the inter- 
viewer that he, Begin, had once 
asked an IZL member, the father of 
Tat-Aluf Avigdor Kahglani, why he 
hadn't joined the Hagana. Ac- 
cording to Begin, Kahalani's father 
replied: “They didn't want to accept 
me there, they did not respect me.” 

“They (the Hagana) hurt the most 
precious thing — honour,” said 
Begin. 

In a television interview last week, 
Begin referred to kibbutz members 
bathing in a awimming pool as the 
country's “mjllionaires" and said 
that the kibbutzim had displayed 
“arrogance” towards others in the 
country for the past three decades. 

Reacting to Begin's suggestion, 
Shimon Peres said he had no ob- 
jection in principle to a joint 
proclamation with the Likud ctdling 
for national unity to replace the 
communal friction which emerged 
during the election campaign. 

But Peres added that, while a 
proclamation might do no harm, 
“what we need is an end to incite- 
ment and an abstention by al) par- 
ties from seeking to extract political 


coital from ethnic issues. Public 
figures must do all to unite the 
nation.” 

As to the charge against the kib- 
butzim, Peres said: “How can 
anyone accuse the jeibbulzim of ar- 
rogance when for [SO or 60 years 
they performed such hard labours 
and were pioneers. There is 
haughtiness and elitism elsewhere, 
but not in the kibbutzim.” 

Kibbutz Hatzor last week cabled 
Begin inviting him to visit the kib- 
butz and to hold talks with “the ar- 
rogant millionaires.” In the cable, 
the kibbutz members maintained 
(hat Begin in his years os premier has 
never visited any kibbutz, including 
those on the borders. 

In the Rosh Hashkna interviews, 
Begin expressed the belief that the 
ethnic gap would disappear as a 
result of “intermarriage” during the 
present generation. 

Regarding the recent tension 
between the country’s religious and 
non-religious communities trig- 
gered by the excavations in the City 
of David's Area Q, Begin said that 
he would ask the two chief rabbis to 
invite him to ^eir ofTice,. to talk 
about “the basic question of 
Hti/acha and the law." 

Begin said that Israel will con- 
tinue to abide by the rule of law, 
referring to the High Court ruling 
which denied the Chief Rabbinate 
any standing in the matter and sup- 
ported the continued excavations. 

“But the question is much 


wider,” said Begin. “The state has 
laws, and it also accepts Halacha. 
The law of marriage and divorce is 
an example.” 

But regarding clause 45 of the 
coalition agreement, calling for a 
law to be enacted giving the rab- 
binate authority over excavation 
sites where graves have been dis- 
covered, Begin claimed he would 
have to “check this item, to learn 
what exactly was written there.” 

But he added: “What we have un- 
dertaken to do — we will do.” 
Begin also said that he believes El 
Al should not Hy on the Sabbath 
and that a committee of experts will 
be convened in the matter. (Stopp- 
ing El Al flights on Sabbath was one 
of the terms of the coalition 
agreement,) 

Later lust week, the kibbutzim iit- 
tacked Begin for his accusations. 
The angry reaction included niili- 
lam talk al (he ceremony in which 
the Ihud and Humeuhad kibbutz 
movements were formally merged. 

The Prime Minister's Office 
received many telegrams from irate 
kibbutz members, including many 
close to the Lebanese border. 
Labour MK Menahem Hacohen 
called for a special Knesset session 
to take up what he called “incite- 
ment against the kibbutzim." 

Begin's statement also came un- 
der fire last week from foVmer 
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin, who 
said that “Begin launched an un- 
bridled and unfounded attack on a 


movement that contributed u 
much to Israel's security, and whose 
pioneering determined to a largcex. 
tent the country's borders.” 



voiced hi.s criticism in person, and 
heard Begin reply that his com- 
nicnis were misunderstood and ex- 
aggerated out of all proportion. 

The most niiliium talk was heard 
at Efal, where the 170 kibbuizimof 
the Ihud and Hamcuhad formalh 
bectime a single movement after i 
two year “engagement.'' One ofih 
speakers, from Kibbutz Hanita,ei. 
claimed that “it is time we ki^ 
but/niks .started u.sing a diffcmi 
language with Herut mcmberLll'r 
.should abandon our peaceful 
and dcrinitely not react def^ 
sivciy." 

Mapam Knesset faction chsiici-. 
Dov Zakin accused Begin ofhsvir^ 
spoken “not as prime minister Imi 
as leader of the Herut Party, whiA 
did not establish a single setileintDi 
in (he Galilee." 

Sources in the Prime Minister', 
Office said that “some membersof 
the Alignment are deliberately seit- 
ing on a few of the prime minisier's 
sentences and ignoring the rest, Id 
order to have a pretext to stir up 
more trouble. They seem to have ig- 
nored the fact (hat the main theme 
of Begin's remarks was to call for 
peace and not the contrary." 

lOpinliin, >'»)!•' 


i 

1 


( 




Afflida threatening to bolt 
Kollek’s capital coalition 


By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Agudat Yisrael leader Rabbi 
Menahem Porush warned last week 
that his party is on the verge ol 
breaking its long-standing alliance 
with Mayor Teddy Kollek on the 
Jerusalem municipal council- and of 
giving its support to the Likud, as it 
hud done al the national level. 

Porush said in an interview that 
Kollek had failed to fulfil promises 
to make available to the Aguda's in- 
dependent education system school 
buildings in North Jerusalem to 
meet its growing needs. “Leaving 
the coalition will be the least of the 
things we do to express our disap- 
pointment,” he said, declining to 
elaborate. 

The departure of Aguda's five- 
man faction from the municipal 
coalition will not topple Kollek's 
One Jerusalem faction which has 16 


of the 31 council seats. The move, 
however, could have signiricani 
bearings on fdture coalitions. 

Kollek reacted to Porush's state- 
ment with a mixture of annoyance 
and soft words. “I believe that Rab- 
bi Porush has got accustomed by his 
relations with the government that 
when he demands something, peo- 
ple jump and he gets it,” said the 
mayor. "The government can print 
money. We're not in that position.”' 

Kollek said the municipality had 
done more for Aguda's education 
system than the stale, but that finan-^ 
cial limitations made il impossible 
to fulfil all demands. As for Porush's 
threat to break up the coalition, 
Kollek said he would regret it. 

“I believe the relation between 
Aguda and us has had a quietening 
and positive eH'ect on the city but I 
can't do things beyond our means,” 
said KoDek. 


Israel TV boycotts Vanessa Redgrave 


Israel Television has decided not 
to broadcast the award-winning film 
Playing for Time because of actress 
Vanessa Redgrave’s anti-Israeli 
views. 

Piaying for Time is about Fania 
Fcnelon, a half-Jewish 
Frenchwoman who survived 
Auschwitz by performing in the 
camp orchestra. Redgrave portrays 
Fenelon. 

Television director Yitzhak 
Sliimoni loJd The Jerusalem Post last 
week (hat it was his decision alone. 
"Redgrave's acting ability may be 
very impressive, but so long as 
Redgrave publicly supports the 
PLO and the PLO desires Israel's 


elimination, Israel Television will 
not broadcast the Him.” 

Shimoni said that TV does not as 
a rule look into the past or views of 
actors who appear in screened 
movies. “But with Redgrave, who is 
a PLO propagandist, we must make 
an exception.” 

Playing for Tine was broadcast 
last year by CBS television in the 
U.S., but it raised a storm of. 
protests and a partial advertising 
boycott by American Jewish com- 
munilies. The film won four Emmy 
awards, with Redgrave being named 
best actress. Fenelon also objected 
to CBS's choice of Redgrave for the 
lead. 



Syrian pressure blocks naming of archbishop for Jerusalem 


DAMASCUS (AP). — Greek 
Catholic patriarch Maximus V 
Hakim has deferred a decision to 
appoint a successor to expelle 
Jerusalem archbishop Hilario i 
Capucci aher “official Syrian In- 
tervention” to foil the appointment, 
a senior Syrian ofncial said last 
week. 

The oHlcia) said Greek Catholic 
Bishop Francois Abumekh visited 
the Syrian Foreign Ministry last 
week and announced thai the 
patriarch “has definitely changed 
his mind and cancelled a decision to 
appoint a new bishop to 
Jerusalem.” 

Earlier lost week Hakim had an- 




bishop Ol Jerusalem to replace 
Capucci who ia now living in Rome. 

“ currently deputy 
archbishop in Jerusalem, was due to 
be ordained bishop later in the 
week. 

Capucci .served three years of a 
12-year pnson sentence after- his 
® gun-runner for the 
PLO and was expelled from Israel in 

had acted 
appointment 
^*1®®* had welcomed the 
“Capucci’s 

case had become an Arab issue and 


not only a church matter.” 

In protest against Capucci'i^ 
pulsion, the Greek Catholic Syn^ 
decided in 1977 not to name 
cessor. Father Geore 
secretary of the Greek Catnclj^ 
Patriarchate in Jerusalem, said W 
Syrian-dominated church u”®® . 
pressure from Palestinians and rroin 
the Arab states. 

The church has about 20,0)0 
lowers, many of them in 
Europe, the Middle East and s i 
in the U.S. and Western Eurogv- > 
The patriarel^vic^ 
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Danish ruling: anti-Zionism 
not same as anti-Semitism 


AALBORG, Denmark (AP). — A 
Danish court ruled last week that 
anti-Zionism cannot be equated 
with anti-Semitism, even if the 
former has “unintended” anti- 
Semitic effects. The court found 
guilty of libel an Aalborg chief sur- 
geon sued by an outspoken anti- 
Zionist and leftisi-Socialist member 
of the Danish Parliament. 

Carefully avoiding the taking of 
any stand on the Zionist issue 
proper, the court conceded that “in 
certain connections, arguments 
against Zionism may hardly fail to 
have reflex-prompted, though un- 
intended, efTects of an anti-Semitic 
nature.” But this, the court stressed, 
does not justify claims that arguing 
against Zionism is an expression of 
an anti-Semitic attitude. 

Consequently. Dr. Axel 
Lademann was sentenced to pay a 
fine of I ,(XX) kroner (about IS 1,830) 
and all legal costs, for accusing MP 
Steen Folke and his political party 
of waging an anti-Jewish campaign 
in their public denunciations of 
Zionism. 

During the trial, Lademann did 
not accuse the Danish anti-Zionists 
of deliberate anti-Semitism. What 


counted, he argued, was the actual 
results of the anti-Zionist campaign 
— the sowing of hostility against 
Jews. While the motives of anti- 
Zionists may be different from the 
religious, economic and racist ones 
that dominated anti-Semitism at 
other times in history, the effect is 
'the same, he said. 

Ruling against this reasoning, the 
court laid down the first legal in- 
terpretations here of three key 
terms used in debating the issues in- 
volved in the existence of the Slate 
of Israel: 

• Zionism — generally under- 
stood as an expression of the opi- 
nion that the Jewish People have n 
right to a sovereign state, a Jewish 
homeland, in the Middle East 
region described in religious history 
as the Holy Land. 

• Anti-Zionism — an expression 
of the political opinion that a stuic 
in this area cannot be reserved for 
the Jews alone, but that other pop- 
ulation groups also have u 
historically founded right to 
citizenship. 

• Anti-Semitism — a common 
denominator for attitudes reflecting 
hostility towards Jews. 


A very quiet Rosh Hashana 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Except for the trilling of the ram's 
horn emanating from 8J)00 syn- 
agogues, the country was “excep- 
tionally quiet” during the two days 
of Rosh Hashana, according to the 
National Police spokesman. 

He said there were no untoward 
incidents, partly thanks to the thou- 
sands of police, civil guards, soldiers 
and border police who remained on 
duly. 

Worshippers thronged to the 
Western Wall in Jerusalem, and 
took advantage of the balmy 
weather to stroll through the city to 
the holy site and recite Rosh 
Hashana prayers. Sinai, too, was 
crowded — with an estimated 
lOO.fXK) vacationers eager to visit it 
before it is given back to Egypt in 
April. Picnickers filled nature 
reserve areas around the country. 

On the eve of Rosh Ha- 
shana, the foreign diplomatic 
corps called on President Yitzhak 
Navon at Belt Hanassi to bring 
greetings for the New Year 5742. 

U.S. Ambassador Samuel Lewis, 
doyen of the Diplomatic Corps, 
wished Israel increased under- 
standing with the countries 
represented at the gathering and a 


strengthening of peace in the 
region. 

The president, answering Lewis's 
champagne toast, noted that the 
past year was tempestuous, "but in 
fact, every year we think the current 
weather is the worst ever.” 

Navon added that ilic people ul 
Israel want to bufld an exemplary 
society based on the morality and 
tradition of the Prophets, with 
human and universal values linked 
with technological and human' 
achievements. This may be am- 
bitious, but “if one doesn't dream, 
one will never accomplish 
anything,” said Navon. 

U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
sent a Rosh Hashana blessing to 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin, 
saying that “Americans of all faiths 
join in the pride of the Jews in Israel 
and around the world, in these days 
in which you celebrate the New 
Year, Relations between the U.S. 
and Israel are meaningful and per- 
manent.” 

Reagan added. “Our commit- 
ment to the security and well-being 
of Israel expresses the deep feelings 
of the American people for Israel. I 
look forward to the New Year with 
hope that relations between us will 
be even closer and more productive 
as we work together for peace,” 


Population nears four million 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

At the start of the new Jewish 
year 5742, Israel's population was 
estimated to stand at 3,968,000, of 
whom 3,315,000 are Jews, according 
the to the Central Bureau of 
Statistics. From the bureau's es- 
timates, it emerges that the 
country's population increased over 
the past year by 68,000 (a 1.8 per 
cent growth as compared with a 2.3 
per cent growth the previous year). 

The growth in the Jewish popula- 
tion during the past year was 
49,000, of which 47,000 was due to 
the excess of births over deaths. 
Qnly 2,000 persons were added to 


the Jewish population roster as a 
result of the net gain in im- 
migratlon/smigration ^ures. 

During the year, 13,300 im- 
migrants and potential immigrants 
reached Israel, marking a decline 
of 49 per cent as compared with the 
figures for the previous year. 

In the past 10 years, Israel's pop- 
ulation has grown by about 874,000. 
or these, 668,000 were Jews and 
2()6,000 non-Jews. Sorhe 231,000 of 
the Jewish increase was due to the 
net gain after deducting the number 
of emigrants (yordint) from the 
number of Immigrants (ollm). 
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By WOLF BLITZER 
Jenisalon Post Correspondent 

WASHINGTON. - Nationil 
security adviser Richard Allci 
cume into the Reagan administrr- 
lion with a solid reputation as one cf 
Israel's best Friends In Washingtoi. 

Indeed, together with Tormer Ar 
Force intelligence ofTicia] Jose|li 
Churba, Allen had drafted Reagans 
very important article in Th 
Washington Post during the summir 
of 1979 which described Israel is 
America's most importait 
"strategic asset" in the Middle Eat. 

But Allen's recent role as chiif 
lobbyist for the administrations 
controversial package sale <f 
AWACS radar aircraft and othir 
advanced weaponry to Saudi Araba 
has cast a shadow over that pr^- 
Israel background. 

Israeli officials and pro-lsrad 
political activists on Capitol Hill aie 
complaining about what they 
charge has been an overly zealois 
effort on Allen's part to ram the sa|e 
through Congress. Allen is tjo 
longer regarded by these people as 
Israel's great White House chaiii- 
pion. 

Ironically, Allen — largely 
because of his early pro-Israel 
background — has also come under 
sharp attack from the pro-Arab lob- 
by “in Washington: "Many in the 
Arab community see him as a prin- 
cipal Israeli plant within the White 
House/' David Sado, executive 
director of the National Assoemtion 
of Arab-Americans, told The 
Washington Post last week. 

As Allen's star has fallen within 
the Jewish community, so, too, has 
it dropped among other influential 
Washington observers. He has 
received most of the criticism for 
the administratio n's botched effnns 
to win support fonhe A wACS sale. 

“Dick Allen rises or falls on how 
AWACS comes out," one While 
House official was quoted as saying. 


Allen’s fading fortunes 


Allen, according to other White' 
House insiders, seems to agree with 
that assessment — at least that is the 
appearance he gives by his strong 
efforts to win congressional support 
for the S8.S billion sale. 

ALLEN'S professional reputation is 
on the line right now. He ia clearly 
upset that Israel and its Washington 
supporters have rejected the ad- 
ministration's oft-stated assurances 
that the sale poses no serious threat 
to Israel's security. As a result, well- 
placed White House sources said, 
Allen is somewhat bitter about the 
Israeli and Jewish opposition. 

Alien became the administra- 
tion's point man on the AWACS 
sale only after another Reagan ap- 
pointee, under-secretary of defence 
for policy planning, Fred Ikie, was 
deemed not up for the job. Allen, an 
articulate and effective spokesman, 
accepted the responsibility, arrang- 
ing almost daily inter-agency 
strategy sessions for the selling of 
the AWACS. 

Curiously, Allen was not among- 
the most ardent AWACS supporters 
early on in the administration. 
Indeed, U.S. officials confirmed 
that Allen and Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig had actually urged 
the president to submit to Congress 
an F-15 enhancement package for 
Saudi Arabia ~ without AWACS. 

By February, the administration 
hud very carefully reached an un- 
derstanding with Israel that such a 
limited sale would be swallowed by 
Israel in exchange for S600 million 
in additional military credits over 
two years and some other 
U.S. beheTits forlkr^ael. 

Haig and Allen, correctly, 
recognized that the inclusion of the 
AWACS aircraft into the package 



National security adviser Richard 
Allen. (Camera P^ess) 

would trigger an enormous fight 
with the Congress. Their recom- 
mendation was that the sale include 
only the Sidewinder air-to-air mis- 
siles, the extra F-IS fuel tanks and 
the other equipment designed to in- 
crease the range and firepower of 
the F-I5s. 

Such a scaled down sale would 
have gone through Congress 
without much of a battle — given 
Israel's signal to go along with it. 

But Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger and Gen. David Jones, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, wanted more: they wanted the 
AWACS included, They did not 
want to wait until next year to sell 
AWACS. Without much advance 
checking, they belittled the con- 
gressional opposition. 

Weinberger worked on his old 
California friend Ed Meesc, White 
House counsellor and Reagan's lop 
political adviser. Meese overruled 


Haig and Allen and persuaded the 
president to “sign off on the sale in 
early April, 

IT WAS a political blunder of major 
propositions — one that Allen was 
later charged with trying to repair. 
Given the majorities in both the 
House and Senate against the sale, 
he, so far, has not been veiy success- 
ful in his efforts. 

Allen told The New York Times 
lest week that he was not about to 
take all the blame for the fiasco on 
Capitol Hill. “Balderdash," he said. 
“Making the key legislative judg- 
ments about AWACS is the job of 
the entire administration. I am 
simply coordinating our efforts to 
obtain the legislative support, and 
as far as I know, we are working as a 
team to do it." 

The theme of working as a 
“team" comes through in virtually 
all public statements by senior ad- 
ministration oH'icials involved in the 
making of foreign policy. They 
came into office with a strong desire 
to avoid the bitter infighting of 
earlier administrations, such as the 
highly publicized rivalry between 
national security adviser Zbigniew 
Brzezinski and secretary of state 
Cyrus Vance in the Carter ad- 
ministration. 

"The State Department should 
see me as a helper, a ffiend 
in court," Allen said. "At 
least, that's the way we look on the 
State Department — "as u member 
of a team; not an adversary." 

BUT THAT team efTort has noi 
materialized in the Reagan ad- 
ministration. What a reporter hears 
from Stale Department, Peniaguii 
and National Security Council 
sources about their bureaucraik 


rivals IS just about as mean *nd 
VICIOUS US in the past. There mav b 
hp service paid to being a "iLm 
player," but no one really belies 

It is an open secret that Allen and 
Haig — while ideologically com 
pntlblc on many issues, cspecliliv 
Israel — have no great respect fo 
each other. There is also a stroDs 
buhind-the-scencs battle under wsy 
bclween Haig and Weinbef«r 
both men being very ambitious ' 

Allen, who ia a weaker naiionil 
security adviser than either 
Brzezinski or Henry Kissinger ud- 
der Richard Nixon, has received 
much of the criticism in the raedii 
for the AWACS affair, Syndicated 
columnist Joseph KraA sugnsifd 
the other day that Allen waHim^ 
not intellectually strong enough^ 
handle the job. 

ALLEN, who served as Niwj’j 
chief foreign policy adviser 
the 1968 presidential cam[e(e. 
later joined the National S^, 
Council as deputy director uidi 
Kissinger. But he lasted less tin 
one year, largely because hisak 
did not mix well with Kissing*?) 
Alien lost that bureaucratic teiilt 

He still managed a remarkabk 
comeback over the next decatk, 
emerging as Reagan's top nailoDiI 
security adviser last year. Yet,sin« 
entering the White House, A9» 
hus not been able to consolidate 
power. .A major problem has b«D 
his staled desire to lake a low 
profile. 

In Washington, it is axiomaitc 
that the public perception, 
ly in the media, is more importssi 
than the reality — because ite 
perception eventually winds upu 
the reality. Alien hus done a 
j('h ill his media relations, initali^ 
a whole range of reporters some d 
whom were once his friends. 

He is now paying the price f<x 
what many Wa.shington journafoti 
consider to be his arrogance. 


Jewish year in review 


By GEOFFREY WIGODER/Special to The Jersuaiem Post 


A MAJOR phenomenon of the past 
year has been the upsurge of anti- 
Semitic manifestations around the 
world. These have taken various 
forms, but most striking and 
traumatic was the bomb outside the 
Paris synagogue in Rue Copemic in 
October, which took four lives. 

This followed a series of anti- 
Jewish outrages in France. The 
public was galvanized into a display 
of protest against resurgent anti- 
Semitism, which included a march 
of 200,000 demonstrators, among 
them Francois Mitterrand, who 
later in the year became France's 
president. The culprit for the Rue 
Copemic bombing has not been 
traced, nor the organization respon- 
sible identiHed. The terror attack 
sent shock waves throughout the 
Jewish world. 

A second synagogue bombing, 
this one in Vienna in August, took 
three lives. The culprits were caught 
and proved to be members of a 
Palestinian terrorist organization. 
Once again, it was clear that Arab 
terror bodies saw Jews everywhere 
as their enemy and that their anti- 
Zionism was identical with a general 
anti-Semitism. 

This attack evoked a strange 
reaction from Austria's highly 
susceptible Jewish chaacellor, 
Bruno Kreisky. Unlike the 
forthright condemnations of the 
French leaders after the Paris 


bombing, his reaction was mealy- 
mouthed, influenced by his pro- 
PLO sympathies. 

THE MAIN area for anti-Semitic 
incidents has been Western Europe. 
In an environment of growing un- 
employment and economic and 
social pressures, small groups have 
turned on the traditional 
scapegoats, the Jews. The mass 
media haw shared In the blame for 
the proliferation of such occur- 
rences, as publicity can have a 
provocatiw effect, ^ome Jewish 
communities have been divided 
over publicizing the incidents in 
order to alert the public to the 
danger or playing them down, on 
the theory that publicity leads to 
imitation. 

There has been talk of link-ups 
among anti-Semitic groups in dif- 
ferent countries and between them 
and Arab terrorist bodies. It was 
stressed that those involved were 
tiny groups, not enjoying public 
backing. Major parties and bodies 
in all countries have roundly con- 
demn^ anti-Semitism, while anti- 
Semitic candidates standing for 
public oftice were everywhere 
overwhelmingly defeated. 

This, however, did not eliminate 
the need for constant vigilance and 
relevant counteraction. 

THE MOST obscene form of anti- 
Semitism is the attempt to play 


down or even deny the Holocaust. 
Here again only small numbers, led 
by a few pseudo-historians, were in- 
volved. When one of the propo- 
nents of this “revisionist" school of 
“history," Prof. Robert Faurisson, 
was brought to trial in. France, he 
was condemned and punished. 
However, there has been an in- 
sidious growth in the audience for 
the idea he propagates; Faurisson's 
book has a preface by Noam 
Chomsky, the maverick Jewish 
linguistics genius, and received 
some endorsement from drcles on 
both the extreme right and the ex- 
treme left. If suchMies continue to 
be disseminated, tljey could receive 
wider credence, as the Holocaust 
recedes into history. 

A widely publicized controversy 
blew Mp over allegations of ofllcial 
anti-Semitism in Argentina. The 
former Buenos Aires newspaper 
publisher Jacobo Timerman as- 
serted that Jews in custody as 
political prisoners were singled out 
for particularly vicious treatment; 
others maintained that Jews had not 
been arrested as Jews but as vi Urns 
of a general anti-liberalism and that 
any special suffering in custody was 
tC result of lower echelon initiative 
and should not be seen as offlcial 
policy. 

Anti-Semitism was also reported 
in Eastern Europe. Although 
Poland has few Jews, demonstra- 


tions there over social problems 
produced anti-Zionist and anti- 
Semitic manifestations. Rumania 
also saw some anti-Jewish publica- 
tions, which in fimes were officially 
disowned. Anti-Semitic pressures 
and expressions continued in the 
USSR. Premier. Leonid Brezhnev, 
in addressing the Communist Party 
Congress, condemned "any 
nationalistic aberration whether it 
is, say, anti-Semitism or Zionism." 

THE JEWISH vote was a subject 
for discussion in various national 
elections. In the U.S., both 
presidential candidates stressed 
their sympathy and support for 
Israel. Carter, in his concession 
speech, quoted a “Yiddish" proverb 
that no one could trace. 

The Jewish vote was divided; the 
traditional Democratic edge among 
Jews was maintained, but many 
Jews voted for Reagan, many 
believing that he was a more 
genuine friend of Israel. Some 
Jewish circles expressed concern 
over the growing power of the 
Moral Majority, the coalition of 
fundamentalist Christians who sup- 
port Israel but oppose traditional 
libera) positions favoured by many 
U.S. Jews. 

dW not 

overwhelmingly support any one 
candidate in the presidential elec- 
tions. Francois Mitterrand received 
considerable Jewish sympathy, both 
“ ® and a friend of Israel, 

cabinet appointed to his 

ISIMEL'S elections also had an ef- 
tect on Jews elsewhere, with 


Diaspora Jewry as sharply divided 
over Israel's policies us Israelis. One 
issue that threatened to cause 
serious repercussions in the 
Diaspora was the reiigioi^ 
demand that the Law of Return^ 
amended to have an excJusivels 
Orthodox deHnition of whoisal** 

Reform and Conservative 

great majority of synsgogw- 
ufTMiuted Jews in the U.S. served 
notice that implementing such 
legislation could have deletenoDS 
cITects on iarael-Dlaspora relalio>'s 
Considerable concern was ^ 
pressed during the year over ih( 
high proportion of Jews leaving ih 
USSR who did not go u Isrsel- 
Towards the end of die , 
Jewish Agency adopted a pdU‘J 
that only emigrants with firsl-degtee 
relatives elsewhere would be >> 
sisted to settle outside IsraelJ 
sought to win the 
American Jewish bodies 
Hias) to agree to implemcni ® 
policy. Meanwhile, emigration iW® 
the ^viet Union had dropped id 
trickle. ^ 

A new face in Jewish 1**^ 
was that of Edgar Bronfman, 
North American industrialist andj- 

quor tycoon, who was elected pK»' 
dent of the Wbrld Jewish CopSiJJ 
at its assembly in Jerusalem ^ 
January. Controversy was arowe 
by the report, issued by j.i, 
commissions, devoted to l^ra 
Diaspora relations. Attention, 
pecially in Israel, centred larger 
its critique of Israeli policici n'’ _ 
advocacy of the rights of Jews in 
Diaspora to voice reservatinj; 
about Israel’s domestic and for* 9 
policies. 


PAGE 8 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


Published mekly: October 4-Wi 


Israel could have produced 
nuclear bomb 10 years ago’ 


By LEON HADAR 
Jerusalem Post CorrHpondent 
and Agencies 

UNITED NATIONS. — A group 
of experts at the UN reported last 
week that there were “significant in- 
dications" that Israel had reached 
the nuclear threshold a decade ago. 
The panel said it had found no 
definite proof that Israel possesses 
an atomic bomb, but stressed that it 
was sure Israel could produce one 
"in a very short time.” 

The experts observed that the 
d&ngers of a nuclear arms race in 
the Middle East could be avoided 
“if Israel should renounce, without 
delay, the possession of or any in- 
tention to possess nuclear 
weapons,” and if it opened its 
nuclear facilities to international in- 
spection. 

The group was appointed by 
UN Secretary-General Kurt 
Waldheim following a 1979 General 
Assembly resolulion that called on 
the secretary-general to prepare a 
study on Israel's nuclear capability. 

Israel, the experts said, has 
adopted a policy of “deliberate am- 
biguity" on the subject. While refus- 
ing to sign the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty, Israel has 
vowed that It would not be the first 
to introduce nuclear weapons into 
the troubled region. 

The experts said that on the basis 
of what is known about Israel's 25- 
megawatt research reactor at 
Dimona “the physical possibility ex- 


ists that Israel may already have 
enough weapons-grade materials 
for making several bombs com- 
parable to the bomb dropped on 
Nagasaki" at the end of World War 
I!. 

Delivery systems would not con- 
stitute a major prdblem, given the 
short distances betV^een Israel and 
the conceivable targets in the 
region," the experts said. “Its ex- 
isting aircraft and missiles could 
deliver nuclear weapons." 

The group conceded it was 
"unable to conclude definitely 
whether or not Israel is at present in 
possession of nuclear weapons." 

The experts, who prepared the 
study between July 1980 and June 
1981, are Ashok Kapur, associate 
professor of political science, 
University of Waterloo, Canada; 
Mark Khroustalev, professor of the 
Moscow State Institute of Inter- 
national Relations; Ali Mozrui, 
director of the Centre for Afro- 
American and African Studies, 
University of Michigan; George 
Quester, chairman of the govern- 
ment department, Cornell Univer- 
sity; and Dr. Assad Saab, a senior 
research engineer from Lebanon. 

An Israeli source who refused to 
be identified told The Jerusalem Post 
that the report “cannot serve as a 
basis for a UN attack on Israel's 
nuclear programme, as the Arabs 
had hoped it would." The report, he 
said, is “nothing more than u jour- 
nalistic piece." 


Falasha report is denied 


Post Diplomatic Correspondent 
Israel lost week flatly denied a 
Toronto Glohe and Mail report that it 
had made a "Jews for arms" deal 
with Ethiopia or that the Jewish 
Agency had deliberately foiled ef- 
forts by the Mossad — Israel's intel- 
ligence agency — to bring Falasha 
Jews from Ethiopia to Israel. 

The report, by an Israel-born 
academic activist on behalf of the 
Faiashas, was denied both in a 
cabinet statement and in a separate 
statement by the Jewish Agency. 
The agency said it would sue for 
libel, with the spokesman calling the 
report “a downright lie." 

The cabinet denial referred only 
to the alleged efforts by the Jewish 
Agency to thwart Mossad rescue ef- 
forts. Premier Menachem Begin 
told the ministers at the weekly 
cabinet session that this allegation 
was utterly groundless, and his 
remarks were published in the of- 
ficial cabinet communique. 

The communique made no 
reference to the part of the Ghbe 
and Mail story which alleged a deal 
between Begin and Ethiopia's ruler 


Mengistu Halle Mariam whereby 
Israel was lo supply arms to the 
Marxist regime in return fur 
Falasha e.xit permits. .According to 
the paper, Soviet pressure soon 
squelched the deal. 

But this allegation, too, was of- 
ficially denied later by Begin's 
aide, Yehuda Avner, who told The 
Jerusalem Post that "there is no 
truth in it." 

Jewish Agency sources said the 
Jewish activist who wrote the 
Globe and Mail story, Simeha 
Jakobovici, had earlier offered it to 
The New York Times — and had 
been turned down. 

Meanwhile, in Tel Aviv, a leader 
of the Falasha Association in Israel 
accused the Israeli government of 
neglecting Jews in Ethiopia. 

Zacharia Bogale, secretary of the 
Falasha, said the government was 
doing nothing to alleviate the plight 
of Ethiopia's estimated 28, (XX) Jews 
who, he said, were suffering under 
Colonel Mengistu's regime. 

"The government knows our 
brothers are in danger of being 
wiped out,” Bogale said. 


Natorei Karta leader gets 90 days 


Natorei Karta leader Rabbi Uri 
Blau was sentenced last week to 90 
days in prison for rioting during (he 
recent demonstrations against the 
City of David digs in Jerusalem. 

The Jerusalem Magistrates 
Court, which also gave him a six- 
month suspended jail term, ruled 
that Blau will begin serving his jail 
term in one month's time. 

The secretary of the Eda Haredit 
(ultra-Orthodox community) rab- 
binical courts. Rabbi Yehuda 
Steinberg, was acquitted of similar 
ctiarges. 
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the administrative changis 

in Judea, Samaria and Gaza oi- 
nounced by Defence Ministir 
Sharon have little to do with the 0 - 
&ence of the autonomy plan 
enshrined in the Camp David agree* 
ment. There it is laid down thala 
self-governing authority must le 
elected by the inhabitants. This ob- 
viously can only be achieved if elec- 
tions are in fact held;.lo that eid 
there must be voters and cai- 
didates. lliese will not be born olt 
of cosmetic administrative arranp- 
ments in the Israeli authority. 

The first step required by Cahp 
David is an accord between Israel, 
Egypt and Jordan on tie 
“modalities" of the election and on 
the "powers mid responsibilities of 
the self-governing authority." Wlh 
Jordan not co-operating, ^ypl aid 
israel agreed to proceed withoit 
her; that is what they have been cb- 
Ing since May 1979, except that for 
i7 of these 28 months they have not 
been doing it at all. 

The logic behind the freeze .is 
simple. At the outset of the negotia- 
tions Egypt, acting as uninvited 
spokesman for the Palestinian 
Arabs, pressed for concessions 
Israel over and above the Caijip 
David agreement on the ground 
that this way is the way to "win thiir 
confidence" and get them 10 
embrace the autonomy plan. The 
Israel government declined to make 
the substantive concessions re- 
quired: the inclusion of East 
Jerusalem in the Arab autonomy 
territory and the suspension of set- 
tlement activities. 

On the other hand, the govern- 
ment', whose negotiators at Chinp 
David had lightly ^reed that the 
Arab self-governing authority 
would replace (a plain English word 
meaning "repl ace") the Israeli 
military government, ~ did try' lo 
initigate the disaster. Dr. Burg and 
his colleagues at the autonomy talks 
put forward proposals whereby an 
Israeli authority would not in fact 
be replaced but would continue to 
function — and control both land 
and water resources, as well as in- 
ternal security in the area. 

The Camp David agreement had 
laid down speciilcally how internal 
security would be a function of the 
Arab self-governing authority. It 
said: "A strong local police force 


Sadat's momentum 

SHMUEL KATZ contends that after the final Israeli withdrawal 
from the Sinai next April, the Egyptian leader will turn his 
attention to getting Israel out of the territories. 


will be constituted by the self- 
governing authority. It will be com- 
prised of inhabitants of (he West 
Bank 'and Gaza. The police will 
maintain continuing liaison dn in- 
ternal security matters with the 
designated Israeli, Jordanian and 
Egyptian ofTicers." 

The gap was not closed, and 
Sadat suspended the talks. 

NOW, IN RESPONSE to newi 
proposals made by the Israeli 
government, they are being 
resumed. Instead of Israeli control 
of the wate^ resources, the sugges- 
tion is for joint control, that is, 
equal authority for the Autonomy 
authority and (he Israeli govern- 
ment. Joint control of internal 
security is also suggested. 

It is not clear how “joint control" 
in these two spheres will work. The 
government hss, however, proposed 
joint control in another sphere ^ 
over the state lands in Judea, 
Samaria and the Gaza Strip — and 
there the implication is very clear 
indeed: Israeli renunciation of the 
right to further settlements beyond 
the Green Line. 

Indeed, when the proposal was 
raised at one of the meetings in 
Alexandria, the Egyptian ministers 
(Hassan Kamel All and Butros 
Ghali) made their point immediate- 
ly. "When you say joint control, you 
must realize that you will not be 
able then to put up any new set- 
tiemillts'.’*' ‘ > 

The Israeli ministers (Burg and 
Sharon) were not fazed. They un- 
derstood the problem, and had in- 
deed a marvellously simple solution 
for it. There would be no new settle- 
ments, they said, except for thicken- 
ing existing settlements; Israel was 
now terminating its settlement 
programme in Judea, Samaria and 
Gaza. 

^ Haying taken note of this explicit 
historic undertaking, the Egyptians 
graciously consented to fix a date 



for the resumption of the talks. 

Information about these under- 
takings to the Egyptians was subse- 
quently conveyed to the Americans 
during the Washington talks, but 
has been withheld from the public 
in Israel. When Mr. Sharon this 
week addressed the central commit- 
tee of the governing Herut Parly, 
his long discourse contained not a 
word about the end of Mtypshvut. 
(settlement). Thus, the Herut 
stalwarts will' be able to continue 
boasting about "settling Eretz 
Yisrael" and delude themselves that 
their leader has some secret plan for 
achieving sovereignty over Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza. 

As for the leaders of the Align- 
ment opposition, who have surely 
been informed by their own con- 
tacts in Egypt and America of' the 
proposed act of renunciation — 
they are refraining from disclosing 
this information presumably 
because they wish to be able, to con- 
tinue to pretend that they believe 
that the prime minister intends to 
“annex" the West Bank. 
PRESIDENT Sadat, however, has a 
much stronger motive for con- 
senting to resume the autonomy 
talks. He has not the slightest inten- 
tion of resigning himself to any 
protracted Israeli control in Judea, 


Samaria and Gaza. The autonomy 
plan interested him only as a 
stepping-atone to his unchanging 
goal: the ousting of Israel from “all 
the territories." He has made no 
secret of his determination that the 
Israeli concessions at Camp David 
shall remain only transitional steps 
towards that end, and to consequent 
"Palestinian" (or other Arab) rulfr. 
Israeli proposals or counter- 
proposals are important to him only 
in so far as they contain more con- 
cessions. For the rest, they are a 
waste of time. 

The essential value to him of the 
resumption of the talks is that they 
coi\jure up a sense of movement, of 
"momentum" and may thus 
engender a tranquil atmosphere in 
Israel ~ while, step step, Israel 
relinquishes her hold on Sinai, l^e 
momentum and the atmosphere are 
to be maintained for six months, 
and that will be enough, Then Sinai 
will be in his hands. 

It is highly doubtful whether the 
autonomy )>Ian will then serve any 
purpose of his at all. With Sinai in 
his hands, what use will he have for 
a thansition stage in Judea, Samaria 
and Gaza before their final status is 
determined? 

It will therefore not be surprising 
if, soon after 26 April, 1982, Sadat 
proposes to "my friend Menachem" 
that as the autonomy plan is a non- 
starter anyhow, it is futile to post- 
pone the negotiations on the final 
disposition of the West Bank. 

The Camp David agreement — to 
which the prime minister is so at- 
tached — need not be abandoned. 
The relevant parts — e.g., ensuring 
the "legitimate rights and Just 
aspirations of the Palestinian 
people" — will be retained as a 
basis for negotiation. 

IN ANY CASE, after the Egyptian 
festivities in Sinai are over in April, 
Sadat will be able to devote all his 
attention and energies lo the cam- 
paign for Israel's total withdrawal 


from the West Bank and Gaza He 
has given ample warning even of 
this intention. Three months ago hk 
mouthpiece Butros Ghali \\ , 
meeting of foreign ministers* irf the 
Organization of African Unitv 
called for a united from agalnt 
Israel. 

More signincantly still, on Jutv 

breach of the peace treaty, for 1 
resolution calling on Israel to 
withdraw immediate^ from ali tie 
"occupied territories" - i[,n. 
denouncing the Camp David aoe*. 
ment itself. ^ 

With Sinai in his hands (and tit 
danger of Israeli reaction (hot 
eliminated): whh his exclusive an» 
tion now dedicated to Palestiie. 
there will be no great difilculiyi 
his being welcomed once moreiM 
the bosom of the Arab States, Tlij 
have a common declared gn): 
Israeli wjthdrawal to the 1949 
mistice lines — an adequate kn 
for a combined diplomatic e- 
paign. They will be able to cak 
the European states — aireadyccc- 
milled to that cause at Venice i 
June 1980 — for their energetic co- 
operation; and unless Washingtci 
has by then realized the folly of 
automatic response to Saudi Art- 
bian wishes, they may well enjoy ibe 
prospect of American pressure tn 
Israel as well. 

In return, then, for Sinai 1 
grievously weakened Israel will k 
subjected to a "diplomatic*' offen- 
sive such as it has never ex- 
perienced before, aimed at forcing 
her to return to what Abba Ebon 
once described as the "Auschwiu 
lines" — the 1949 Armistice Lines. 
Beyond the diplomatic offensi^t, 
there is already u mounting 
"...or (gIsc, war." refiected in ilit 
feverish build-up of armaments 
all the Arab slates {includin|.il goes 
without saying, Egypt). 

There is no rational jusiificaiioo. 
or even any clear warrant ininler- 
nulional relations, for Israel iceon- 
tinue the process of surrenderingia 
vitui security belt in Sinai. Thai is 
the issue to which (he government, 
even at this late hour, should bead- 
dressing itself — and not to the 
futile exercise of winning Sadat's 
heart by more concessions inJudea 
and Samaria. An Israeli presence in 
Sinui is Tel Aviv's security bell. 


THERE is a well-known type of 
tabloid newspaper which under the 
guise of watching over public 
morals publishes salacious and 
prurient articles. Out to appeal to 
baser tastes, such newspapers in- 
tersperse these "human interest" 
stories with pious comment about 
how disgraceful it is that such types 
of behaviour exist. ' 

This came to mind on listening to 
the prime minister's radio interview 
Monday evening, erev Rosh 
Hashana. It was when he spoke at 
length about national unity, and 
against the rifts in our society which 
loomed so large in the recent 
general elections campaign. That 
was the pious part. But then there 
was the other part, when he simply 
continued to stir up internecine 
hatreds and passions, political but 
mainly and really "ethnic." 

On the one hand he denounced 
the very classincation of Ashkenazi 
and Sephardi, and in the. same 
breath blasted the "other side" for 
its past sin of arrogant self-assumed 
superiority. The "other side" was of 
course Labour, or more precisely 
the labour movement. But it 
obviously ,also .implied the 
“Ashkenazj'llside. 

The prime minister in his' clarion 
call for national unity, thought the 
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Begin's divisive appeal 


best way to achieve this was to 
recapitulate imprudent election ut- 
terances from the Labour cam- 
paign. The famous "diaiAchachlm" 
(a derogatory term for Sephardim) 
gaffe, dropped by an bnlerlainer 
emcee at a Labour election rally 
was not only revived, but even ex- 
panded on. Fdr Mr. Begin told us 
he had discovered that the enier- 
tainca's "anti-Sephardi" remark 
had in fact not been reported ver- 
batim. So in the interests of national 
unity and starting a clean page, .Mr. 
Begin filled us in with a complete 
version. A total outsider might well 
have imagined that this emcee, 
Dudu Topaz, was a prominent 
Labour leader and spokesman. 

True, the prime minister's radio 
remarks were made in reply to a 
question which alluded lo his oppo- 
nents' charge that he himself had 
whipped up the “inter-communai" 
passions. But once on lo a good 
thing he was evidciltly unable to lei 
go and exercise restraint — for (he 
soke of national unity. Instead he 
came up with ihe ingenuous idea of 
producing a manifesto for unity and 
against divisiveness, which all' the 


In an erev Ro§h Hashana 
radio Interview, Prime 
Minister Begin appealed for 
national unity. The Post's 
Shalom Cohen comments. 

parties would be jinvited to sign. 
Perhaps Mr. Begin thought it was 
an offer no-one coiild refuse, but it 
is doubtful if he himself thought it 
was anything else than a gimmick to 
impress the gallery. 

The prime minister was also 
quick off the mark in pouncing on 
the kibbutzim. Mr. Begin's image of 
the kibbutz consisted entirely of 
someone at a kibbutz swimming 
pool, "like some millionnaire," with 
Ihe sneering embellishment that he 
himself didn't enjoy such a facility. 
Meaning, of course, not himself, but 
all those he has placed up there in 
the gallery. 

A sidelight in this Rosh Hashana 
interview came in a wild and 
wholesale attack on (he Israeli 
media, printed and electronic, for 
being totally anti-government (the 


Likud government). The whole lot, 
excepting Hatzofe and Hanodia. 
• Singled out for special mention 
were Ha'areti and The Jerusalem 
For/. Whatever the merits of Mr. 
Begin’s attack, there was an in- 
teresting sidelight, petty yet 
demonstrating Mr. Begin's method 
of argument. Referring to the 
poison" spread by The Jerusalem 
Posts overseas weekly edition, he 
cited a published letter from a com- 
plaining reader purportively con- 
firming his, Mr. Begin's, "poi|on" 
charge. Presumably, Mr. I 
knows well enough that this 

° receives ana 

publishes hundreds of readeia* let- 
ters. Yet, one letter for Mr. Begin is 
proof, and after all he is a lawyer by 
training. ^ ’ 

prime 

ministers assault on the media was 
prompted, or provoked, Iw a ques- 
Uon about his public appeal at a 

nn o niT“i for funds to set 

newspaper in Israel. 

rnnnHi* *'“*‘°J”tcrvlew , Mr. Begin 
iSS ®onJ®mned all talk — 
which he attributed to Labour — of 
two cultures". But if he wishes to 


Begin 
Uke 
and 




press the point, he will invite the 
response, that yes, there are two 
cultures in this countiy. Onestht 
normal culture of ordinary deceDC), 
the other is that represented by v 
level of debate. 

Mr. Begin's words do not sinpl) 
raise the question of style oritif>' 
flucncc on general culture 
dards. One wonders how 
credence can be lent to thejudF 
ment and accounts of policy naii^ 
— such as the projected U.S.'h^ 
strategic relationship — of a p'J' 
minister so ready to rearw 
reality for political and iheU^ 
purposes. 

Perhaps he has a split personalitli 
in which cose there is some ctu** 
for comfort. 

Before the last elections K 
possible to find! some justlficalto® 
for Mr. Begin’s style. After all it’**’ 
only human for a leader, 
under long years of being a i JJi 
outlawed by his political foea In tne 
Labour movement, lo be consume 
by a desire to get his own back. 

But a line must be drawii 
somewhere. His first four 
power should have provided nifli 
ample opportunity to exorcise di 
grudges. Beyond that it becomes * 
matter of pereonal and 
indulgence, in disregard of to 
national interest. 
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EACH YEAR in mid-September, 
heads of state and foreign ministers 
from more than ISO countries meet 
at the United Nations headquarters 
for the traditional gathering that 
coincides with the opening of a new 
UN General Assembly session. 

For the short and mild-mannered 
Israeli Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir this is the second time that 
he is participating in this diplomatic 
extravaganza. As a product of the 
anti-British underground in 
Palestine and a veteran of Mossad 
intrigues, he still feels uncomfor- 
table in this environment. Unlike 
some of his predecessors (Abba 
Eban and Moshe Dayan, for exam- 
ple), he hasn’t been attracting a lot 
of media and public attention. 

As his aides and other observers 
note, his strength lies in behind-the- 
scenes diplomatic activity: meeting 
with more than 40 diplomats; 
engaging in an in-depth study of 
Israel's diplomatic problems and 
finding ways to solve them; trying to 
open new diplomatic channels for 
the isolated Jewish State. 

"He is like a breath of fresh air 
coming from Israel," noted a West 
European diplomat after a meeting 
with Shamir. “Unlike some Israeli 
leaders, he does his homework, he 
doesn't engage in polemics or bom- 
bastic propaganda. He is an intel- 
ligent, siraighl-to-the-poini, no- 
nonsense diplomat. We don't neces- 
sarily agree with nil of his positions, 
but at least when they come from 
him they make a lot of sense." 

The diplomatic gathering in New 
York, and the comprehensive ad- 
dresses delivered by the foreign 
delegates before the Assembly, with 
the "signals’* they send lo Israel and 
other states, have enabled Shamir to 
get an over-all view of Israel'.s 
diplomatic position, especially in 
areas like the Third World. This is 
where Israel, because of objective 
international circumstances, has not 
been concentrating her diplomatic 
efforis in recent years. One can get 
here e feeling of (he pulse of the 
"international community," and 
Shamir believes that he is getting 
positive signals from various direc- 
tions; the U.S., Western Europe, the 
Third World. 

And in these troubled limes ^ 
with increasing tensions between 
West and East, and North and 
South, growing instability in the 
Middle East and Africa, and the 
"very hard problems,” as he puts it, 
confronting the Western alliance — 
Israel is trying to achieve a more 
secure international position. And 
not without some success, ^amir 
notes. 

IT IS NOT that happy days are here 
again. Even with regard to 
American-lsraeli strategic coopera- 
tion, Shamir sounds much less 
enthusiastic than his prime minister. 

He spoke to The Post on the eve 
of his surprise meeting with Soriet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko. 
Perhaps his Mossad past served him 
well in maintaining absolute secrecy 
about the impending talks; in any 
event, the interview in his suite in 
the Regency Hotel contained not 
the slightest hint the Gromyko dis- 
cussions already had been arranged. 

"There aren't yet any signed ac- 
cords, no obligations on any side, no 
alliance," he said, referring lo U.S.- 
Israel strategic cooperation. "It’s 
too early to talk in such terms. 
These are only ideas and orienta- 
tions. We will have to discuss the 
proposed strategic cooperation 
between ourselves, lo analyse each 
item very thoroughly and find out 
if it serves our national security in- 
terests or harms them.” 

However, he rqjqcts criticism 


Post New York Correspondent LEON HADAR 
meets Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir, whose 
“strength lies in behind-the-scenes diplomatic 
activity," and in doing his homework 
thoroughly. 

No-nonsense 

diplomat 




coming from the Labour Party and 
other quarters to the effect that 
such cooperation could undernhne 
Israel's independence to pursue its 
national interests. 

He also rejects the view that 
strategic cooperation with America 
will lie Israel to a "foreign" national 
iiiturcsi not compitiihic with her 
• 'vn. Some observers point to the 
irony of the fact that Shamir, w-ho 
fought to gel rid of British 
imperialism, is now engaged in an 
effort to station foreign troops in 
Israel. 

Dismissing these notions, Shamir 
notes that strategic cooperation was 
agreed upon following "recent 
developments" ~ apparently the 
raid on the Iraqi nuclear reactor 
and the bombing of PLO head- 
quarters in Beirut — in which 
"Israel proved in the clearest way 
that she is totally independent and 
wlU continue to preserve this in- 
dependence — without " *ifs* or 
•buts’.’’ 

COOPERATION with a foreign 
power doesn’t mean that Israel will 
be dominated by that power, 
Shamir stresses. "There are few 
countries in the world today that 
can refrain from linking themselves 
through some kind of a strategic 
agreement with foreign powers," he 
said. “Our close enemies are linked 
to the Soviets through strategic ties, 
and we need to secure our military- 
technological edge. That makes it 
necessary for us to strengthen our 
cooperation with the Americans." 

He believes that the arrangement 
will enable Israel to strenghten its 
military, technological and 
economic position, open up new 
markeU for Its military products, 
and create new channels, especially 
in the Third World. “We will gain 
all these things without losing our 
independence and freedom," he 
soys. 

Shamir ridicules those who fear 
that the deal will further antagonize 
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the Soviet Union, prevent the 
renewal of diplomatic relations, and 
harm Jewish emigration from Rus- 
sia. "They (the Sovietsl have excel- 
lent relations with members ot 
N.\rtJ and other anii-Susict al- 
liances," he notes. "After all, the 
Soviets are actively coordinating a 
major international ami-israel cam- 
paign. They are threatening u&. 
Afghanistan is only next door, and 
we have to defend ourselves." 

The strategic cooperation can be 
implemented without prior agree- 
ment between Israel and the U.S. 
on issues like the West Bank, says 
Shamir. "The arrangement is aimed 
at securing the whole area against 
Soviet encroachment, and ‘small 
spots' like Judea and Samaria are 
marginal to the over-all picture. 

"The American concept is that 
they are willing lo cooperate with 
any state in the area against external 
threats: and 'disagreemem on 
various issues, including regional 
ones, should not be an obstacle in 
the pursuit of this cooperation." 

Not that there are no disagree- 
ments between Israel and the U.S. 
on the territorial issue. On the other 
hand, his talks in Washington con- 
vinced Shamir that President 
Reagan hasn’t changed his view that 
Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank are not illegitimate. “We 
didn’t feel the same negative at- 
titude towards our settlement policy 
that dominated the Carter ad- 
ministration," he tells me. 

Nor would the fate of the 
AWACS deal have any Impact on 
the new israeli-American coopera- 
tion, he stresses. 

THE ADMINISTRATION 
recognizes Israel's right to oppose 
the sale. Moreover, the “Israeli 
aspect" of the domestic debate over 
the AWACS is being '"down 
played" now. According to the 
i^oreign minister, most of the 
senators opposing the deal are using 


arguments not related lo Israel's 
security interests. "The threat 10 lie 
the passage of the AWACS deal in ' 
the Senate to the American-lsraeli j 
strategic cooperation is not • 
serious," he says. ‘*The Americans 
need this cooperation as much as . 
we do. No one is doing a favour to 
anyone." 

He dismisses the "compromises" 
on the AWACS that were raised 
recently, by Senator John Glenn for 
example, according to which a Joint 
American-Saudi command would 
operate the planes.” What is in it for 
us?” asks Shamir. "Joint command 
would not give the Americans veto 
power to prevent the Saudis from 
passing to othef Arab countries in- 
formation on Israel obtained 
through the AWACS planes — and 
that is the real danger. 

“Frankly, I don't see any basis for 
a 'compromise' that will eliminate 
the danger of the AWACS and F-IS 
planes to Israel. Nothing at all." 

If there is a cloud over the 
American-lsraeli relationship — 
"ruM n confrontation, not a struggle," 
he emphasizes — it is the Israeli- 
Saudi competition over the soul of 
the over-all American strategic con- 
cept of the Middle East. 

And here Shamir's message to the 
Americans, who perceive the Saudis 
as one of the pajor pillars of their 
Middle East strategy, is more than 
clear; "Saudi Arabia is not a 
strategic asset for the U.S. in the 
Arab world or in the Gulf. It is fol- 
lowing and serving the interests of 
the most extreme forces in the Arab 
world and not those of (he U.S. 

Saudi Arabia is a very weak Mitcu, 
with a very weak army and with no 
real influence in the Arab world 
They were not able to prevent 
Kuwait from getting close to the 
Soviets, continues Shamir, convey- 
ing the case Israel has been 
prc:.ciumg lu live ,\mciiwaii iid- 
ministration — with no results, ap- 
parently. "The Saudis don't control 
anything — except the Saudi desert. 
They would not be able to help 
.\mericans confronted by a Soviet 
invasion of the area." 

SH.AMIR is aware that the 
Americans are "proud" of the 
cease-fire they helped to achieve on 
the Israeli-Lebanese border. In his 
address to the General Assembly. 
Secretary of State Haig didn't men- 
tion the Camp David process; in- 
stead, he overplayed the Lebanese 
cease-fire. The Saudis played a 
"technical role” in the develop- 
ments that led to the dease-fire 
which "saved the PLO from total 
annihilation," according to Shamir. 

But this cease-fire should not be a 
basis or a model for peace in other 
parts of the Arab-Israeli theatre, 
emphasizes Shamir. And the role 
the Saudis played In it should not be 
seen as a precedent for other Arab- 
Israeli issues, since it was marginal 
and unimportant anyway. 

In the same way, he dismisses 
Saudi Arabia's "Fahd plan” for a 
Middle East peace settlement which 
was supported by the French 
foreign minister at a UN press con- 
ference. The plan reflects the ex- 
tremist consensus in the Arab 
world, believes the Israeli minister. 

THE PRO-ISRAELI altitude of the' 
new administration Is being 
reflected in the United Nations. 
"There is no doubt that Israel's 
pQsUion has been strengthened 
since the new American team ar- 
rived at the UN," says Shamir with 
satUraction. "The new teem has 
been opposing successfully Arab at- 
tempts to use the UN as an' anti- 
Israel forum." 

On the other hand, Israel doefe 


not share the U.S.'s tough unii- 
Third World policies. ”We have our 
own policies in that regard. We 
don't share a global responsibility 
on the issue. We are trying to 
strengthen our relationship with the 
Third World.” Israel still has a 
"very good name" in the Third 
World, B result of its years of in- 
volvement in Africa and other 
developing parts of the world. 

Shamir believes that as inter- 
national circumstances change — 
with the Libyan threat to Africa, 
and African frustration with Arab 
aid — Israel's chances of renewing 
diplomatic relations with a few 
African countries will increase. 
“We are working on it," he says. 

In one pan of the Third World 
which he visited before arriving in 
New York, Shamir found large 
sources of good will towards Israel. 
No doubt there is an increase of 
Arab and PLO influence in Latin 
America, and the Arab com- 
munities there are becoming more 
influential. But in Ecuador and the 
Dominican Republic, for instance, 
he found support for Israel among 
the general public and the political 
elite. "They don’t consider Israel an 
imperialist country," he says. 
Israel's support for the laic 
Nicaraguan diciutor Somoza "has 
been forgotten" and doesn't play a 
role in the Lutin American attitude 
towards Israel. 

In the course of bis meeting with 
the Argentinian foreign minister 
(who handed him an official inviiu- 
lion to President Yitzhak Navon 10 
visit Argentina), he wa.s also in- 
fornicd that the liberalization trends 
in that country would result in an 
improvement of the position the 
Jewish community in ih,tt auiniry 
Shamir also received encouraging 
signs from the emerging .Asian 
regional p^iwer — ihe .Assocuition 
III Suuin-bu&t .Asian Nations (A- 
SEAN). He hud "very positive" 
dialogues with the foreign minister\ 
of two of ns powers — Singapore 
and ihc (Philippines — in New York 

Bl'T THE most encouraging signs 
came from another comment — 
Western Europe. During Shamir's 
meeting in 'view York uiih French 
Foreign Mmisier Claude Chevsson. 

It was agreed that Francois .Mitter- 
rand. the new French president, 
would visit Israel next year, follow- 
ing another visit by Chevsson. Since 
the last French election, notes 
Sbumir. France has ceased to be the 
"pioneer" of pro-Arab diplomatic 
aciiviiy in Europe. 

Domestic developments in 
Western Europe and the success of 
the Egypiian-Israeli peace process 
have weakened European attempts 
ta get involved in the Middle East 
ptocess through the so-called Euro- 
pean initiative. "And this kind of 
w^akpnlng of the West European 
eiforls works to our advantage," 
says Shamir. "The only European 
involvement we ask for is their sup- 
port of the Camp David accords. 
Their'initiative only weakened the 
pe^ce process- and played into the 
hatds of the Arab rcjectionists." 

One of Shamir's toughest 
meetings was with Lord Carrington, 
Br^ain's foreign minister, according 
tojnformed sources. 

Shamir himself doesn't want to 
sp«k about the meeting with Car- 
rington, whom many Israelis regard 
as Ihe main influence behind the 
mo t recent European effort to get 
cio e to the Arab position. The 
Ur eli foreign minister notes, 
hoxever, that Carrington "belongs 
lo tbal British school of thought we 
foujht against (during the Mandate 
perbd). I don't have any doubt 
abou that." 
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Ophira iSJiarm e^heikhl in !978 

IN ABOUT 200 days. Ihe Sinai 
will be returned to ^ypt. That 
harsh fact says different things to 
different people. It is settlements 
and towts; unforgettable land- 
scapes and beaches; diving, ecology 
and Beduin. It is the end of IS years 
of Israeli occupation; and the end of 
a very special per^olHI^rtrtrt^rearri^■ 
hundreds of thousands of Israelis. 

While it is true that, if the current 
normalization negotiations proceed 
along the lines Israeli officials 
would like, the Sinai may still be 
o^n to Israelis after April 1982, it 
will never be the same. Certainty 
not for the families that have lived, 
and come to love the Sinai, and for 
those who are used to roaming its 
vast expanses with complete 
fmdom. Not for those who have 
dived the Red Sea and been allowed 
to marvel at the hidden beauties 
zealously protected by law from 
destruction by man. 

In just about 200 days, what was a 
vague appendix to the Camp David 
Accords will become a fact, and this 
has at last dawned on the inhabi- 
tants of the region. They realize that 
the new exodus has started. One is 
very conscious of it in Sharm e- 
Sheikh. The town is depressed and 
depressing. Burst water-pipes re- 
main unrepaired; there are potholes 
in the roads; and here and there a 
shop is shuttered. 

Most of the major military 
facilities which once dotted the area 
that Moshe Dayan said he would 
rather have than peace have packed 
up, leaving mounds of litter, bull- 
dozed bunkers, and emp^ married 
quarters. The shops look tatty, end 
people have stopped investing lov- 
ing labour in the green patches of 
ga^en they have coaxed out of the 
arid ground at the southemmostitip 
of post- 1967 Israel. 

ABOUT 120 families stUl remain in 
Sharm: nobody seems to know [the 
exact number. Some are military, 
others attached to the local lad- 
ministration. The majority arci in- 
volved in tourism. They are a 
heterogeneous population, and very 
different from the settlers ini the 
Yamil area, in northern Sinai. Some 
gravitated here out of idealism, 
others because it was far froirf the 
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(Rubinecr) T-shirt's legend reads 'Neviot I9HI — a moment hejure evacuation: 


Sharm in shambles 

Israelis had best come to terms with the fact that Sinai will never 
be the same for them after the withdrawal, writes The Jerusalem 
Post's HIRSH GOODMAN. , 


trouble ilicy had tired of in the 
north. Few would call ihcinselvcs 
pioneers. 

There have been no demonstra- 
tions in Sharm against the 
implementation of the peaci treaty, 
and they have not had the leverage 
to block the road to peace, as have 
the settlers at Yamit. They are vir- 
tually forgotten people at the end of 
the world who have been taken for 
granted by the occasional visitor, 
and whose lives are now in turmoil. 
There is a smattering of graffiti on 
the walis against the pullback, and 
cars have "Stop the Sinai 
Withdrawal" stickers on the 
windshields; but there is no feeling 
of tension in the .town. The main 
emotion seems to be resignation, 
coupled with deep resentment. 

For months the government 
failed to speak to the people of 
Shann. While settlers at Di-Zahav 
were packing their bags and cashing 
huge compensation cheques, and 
the people of Yamit wtre very much 
in the news, the population at 
Sharm was being toid that they 
would be dealt with soon. Minister 
after minister was appointed for the 
purpose; meeting aner meeting was 
postponed. Eventually a compensa- 
tion formula was worked out, but 
jiitle has been done to sort out the 
inevitable liuman problems. Things 
are particularly hard for those 
whose lives and the special quality 
of Sharm are interwoven; those who 
can never be compensated for the 
unique nature of the area, which 
was what attracted them in the first 
place. 

For Howard Rosenstein, who 
lived in a discarded railway carriage 
when he came to Sharm 10 years 
ago with a wife and child, and slow- 
ly built up a diving business. Or Elya 
Sides, at the field school, who has 
spent 10 years investigating the flora 


and fauna of the region, and knows 
every nook and cranny. 

TOR THESE PEOPLE, and many 
like them, there can be no adequate 
compensation. They are giving up a 
way of life for which they \rill never 
And an alternative, but they accept 
their fate as “victims of peace," as 
they like to call themselves. Even if 
a miracle were to occur and^'the 
Egyptians allowed them to stay on 
in Sharm, it is estimated that no 
more than 10 families would do so. 
It is not only a question of schools 
for the children, and being sub- 
jected to Egyptian restrictions, but 
as Sides put it, “of being a visitor in 
one's own home.” He would rather 
leave with happy memories than 
live in an environment where his 
freedom of movement will be 
restricted, where (if we are to go by 
the precedent at Santa Katarina) he 
will not be able to visit his Beduin 
friends, and where his work as an 
educator will be curtailed, and 
perhaps stopped altogether. 

Obviously there is a great deal of 
speculation as to what the future of 
Sharm will be. The U.S. contingent 
of the multi-national force will be 
stationed in the area, but will not be 
given use of the town: a camp will 
be built for them near the airport. 

It looks as if the border el EUat 
wiU be open to those who are 
prepared to wait three days for a 
visa, but no-one knows what kind of 
facilities they will And in Sinai. Will 
they be allowed to camp on the 
beaches, or will they have to live in 
a hotel? It is not even clear whether 
there will be any hotels, or such 
things as diving boats. But least 
clear of all is what is going to hap- 
pen to the protected status of the 
region in terms of nature conserva- 
tion. 

DESPITE international efforts, in 
which some of the world's most 


prominent ecologists and conser- 
vationists have been involved, the 
Egyptians have given absolutely no 
indication as to whether they intend 
to continue to protect nature's 
priceless treasures in the Red Sea 
and the Sinai interior. A detailed 
Israeli proposal, prepared by 
Avraham Shaked of the Society for 
the Protection of Nature, for a con- 
servation programme has been sub- 
mitted to the Egyptians, but has 
elicited no response. The same is 
true of the plan for a peace park in 
the region, submitted through the 
society. Attempts to engage the in- 
terest of President Sadat — both of 
whose children, incidentally, are 
failed, and Egyptian 
ofliclals asked about the future, 
shrug their shoulders, indicating 
that they, too, have been told 
nothing. 

Given the precedents at both 
Santa and Ras Muhommed, there is 
cause for concern. And this concern 
IS compounded by the complete 
failure of the Israeli delegation to 
the Joint Military Committee to en- 
sure that what was promised by the 
Egyptians before the handover of 
Smta was honoured. None of the 
plans for joint Israeli-Egyptian pro- 
jects at the Tsukei DaVid Fmld 

out. The University of Ismailiya's 
intetost in the school has been 
minimal. A museum of Beduin art 
erected at the site is now a police 
station, and the understanding that 
Uraelis would be allowed to use the 
equipment left at the school has not 
been obswed. The interior of the 
Sinai has been effectively closed off. 
and ,tra^l in the area has been 
visitors to 

reach the Santa airfield, from where 
they are bound to use EgypUan 
of » visa 

for Santa was unilaterally increased 
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from $2 to S8, and the price of tlx 
obligatory Egyptian bus to the 
monastery is now SI2. One may noi 
stay there for longer than three days 
and two nights. All this-in direct 
contravention of understanding! 
reached before the area wai 
returned in 1980. 

ECOLOGICALLY, .loo, there is 
room for concern. To the horror of 
international conservationists (w'ho 
have visited the region in their thou* 
sands over the past IS years) (be 
Egyptians allowed the French “re- 
vironmental conceptualist" Jean 
Verane to pain! a huge tract of tbe 
Mount Sinai area bright blue; and 
although the Shell Oil Conpany ^ 
Britain is prepared to donate sol- 
vents to rid the desert of this blight, 
the protests have fallen on deaf 
ears. 

At Ras Muhainmed, the unique 
marine formations and sea life were 
.subjected to Ashing by dynamite on 
almost the very day the area wu 
handed back. While the dynamiting 
was stopped after a storm of protui 
from around the world, President 
Sadat has not responded to calls to 
create a protected park in the ares, 
and Ashing continues. 

“You have to understand," w* 
were told," that values ore dliTer^t. 
Conservation and nature protecll^ 
are luxuries in a country of over 4 
million people who are forced V 
live in and cultivate less than 5^ 
cent of Egypt’s arid land mass. 
Red Sea, perhaps thanks to 15ye^ 
of Israeli protection, is today bi<J' 
tile fishing-ground, and it ^ 
regarded as such by the Egyptia^' 
The chances of their declaring 
area a nature reserve are slight iiv 
deed.” 

Israelis had better cometo iennj 
with the fact that the Sinai will 
never be the same iot them 
not for those who lived there, or 'Ot 
those who camped on its beaebu- 
^he Aeld schools, which have 
the main means of 
two generations of Israelis, wil * 
closed or turned into EgyP^'”. 
facilities. The University 
Ismaiiiya, which is supposed to tea 
over the Na’ama School in the la® 

. (C'Mdmicd on next p<8«) 
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rabbi Menuhem Hacohen, 
Knesset Member and the Opposi- 
lion Labour Parly's spokesman on 
religious uffairs, favours the dissolu- 
tion of the Chief Rabbinate and the 
abolilion of the positions of the (wo 
chief rabbis. Their powers should be 
dispersed among the rabbis of the 
nation's cities and regions, he urges. 

As communal rabbi of the 
moshav (farm cooperative) move- 
ment and head of the Labour- 
aligned religious workers' faction, 
Hacohen has had a hand in all his 
party's arrangements with the 
religious establishment and the re- 
ligious parties over the years. 

It was he who engineered the 
election of Rabbi Shlomo Goren to 
ilje Chief Rabbinate; today he 
speaks with biller personal disup- 
puintmenl about the recent 
behaviour of Goren (in connection 
with the archeological dig at 
David's City), with whom he has 
been closely associated for many 
years. He was Goren's assistant in 
the army chaplaincy and appeared 
alongside him in the famous 
photograph with the paratroopers at 
the Western Wall after the lihera- 
lion of the Old City. 

Now that the Chief Rabbinate has 
become a divisive rather than a 
unifying force in the land, Hacohen 
favours allowing its authority to end 
when the Chief Rabbinate Law 
lapses in 18 months' time. This 
would not necessarily affeci the 
religious courts system, and the 
powers of the Supreme Rabbinical 
Court would naturally remain in- 
tact. 

He feels that this hierarchical 
system was an alien imposition by 
the Turks and the British for their 
covenicnce, and in a sovereign 
Jewish state is now doing more 
harm than good to the cause of 
Judaism, having become the divisive 
element in the country. 

“The great American Jewish 
community has no nationwide chief 
rabbinate and it manages fairly 
well,” says Hacohen. “Instep of func- 
tionaries there are outstanding rab- 
binical personalities who are 
acknowledged by the Orthodox, 
such as the Lubavitcher Rebbe and 
Rabbi Soloveitchik, whose 
authority is inherent In their per- 
sonal standing and not in any formal 
position.” 

As the eighth in a line of rabbis 
and scholars, the Mea She’arim- 
born MK takes the liberty of 


Rabbi on the warpath 


Rabbi Menahem Hacohen, below, an opposition Knesset Member, 
argues that Israel's two chief rabbis are forfeiting their spiritual 
leadership by ‘meddling in party politics.' He is interviewed by 
Political Correspondent MARK SEGAL. 


bemoaning “the decline of the 
religious establishment, which is the 
antithesis of spiritual leadership." 

He charges that “there are 
serious questions over its morality.'* 
The rabbinate stood on the sidelines 
and allowed' the religious parties to 
sign a coalition agreement “based 
on extortion and venality. A Rab- 
binate with any moral force would 
have stopped them from 
desecrating all we hold sacred by 
reducing our religion to Anancial 
bargaining counters." 

IN ANCIENT Jewish history, the 
rabbi pointed out, there had always 
been two opposing forces, the 
monarch and the prophet, who 
provided the two poles of national 
life. However, he added, the 
prophet derived his authority from 
the force of his personality and his 
moral power, not from any human 
appointment. "If he ever accepted a 
paid post at court, he would 
automatically forfeit his spiritual 
leadership.” 

Barring neither rabbinical in- 
tervention in politics nor adherence 
to a specific parly, Hacohen warned 
that "the moment u rabbi who holds 
a state position and desires accep- 
tance as a national religious 
authority, meddles in coalition 
bargaining, he loses that authority 
and is reduced to the level of any or-' 
dinary politician, and his word is 
only binding on the party faithful.’ 
The Chief Rabbinate by so doing 
has pul itself on a par with the 
Council of Sages, which has in- 
Auence only over Agudai Yisrael. 
The two chief rabbis cannot expect 
the general public to accept their 
rulings while they meddle in party 
politics." 

Recalling his earlier support of* 
the Goren rabbinate, Hacohen ex- 
plained that Goren’s presence there 



was "essential for solving- 
humanitarian problems." That was 
the lime when the National 
Rcliitious I’iiriy (it has six scuts in 
the Knesset ahd'is'u coalition mcm- 
lierl "sMis a purly that enjoyed 
auihoril) and the cmmlry hud real 
leaders, la tho.se days the Chief 
Riilibinale wmild never have dared 
Venture heyund its limits. The chief 
rabbis uould iieser have behuved 
that was under Beii-Ciurinn or 
Giilda. 

“I helped Rabbi Goren get 
elected because 1 believed he was 
Ihe man to provide the solutions to 
burning issues. It seems that even 
rabbis and learned men |n Tora are 
only flesh and blood. Instead of 
curbing the tidal wave of 
Khomeinism and fanaticism, he has 
allowed himself to get caught up in 
it, and even taken the lead. 

"The same, imforiunaicly, ap- 
plies lu (Sephardi) Chief Rabbi 
Oviidiu Yosef: one might have ex- 
pected him to exert leadership by 
standing against incitement to com- 
miinul disunity. Instead he has 
become a driving spirit. They have 


failed to rise to the occasion, and 
have proven ihemselve? incapable 
of swimming against the tide, 
preferring to be swept along by it or 
even forging ahead of it.y 
The sofl-speaking Hacohen 
apologizes for speaking in such 
apocalyptic terms, declaring: “Yes, 

I know that a rabbi is supposed to 
succour people and speak soothing- 
ly, but I believe that if one is a rabbi 
one must highlight the wrongs and 
denounce them.” 

APART from his political and rab- 
binical duties, Hacohen has es- 
tablished a reputation as u man of 
letters. Last year he and his wife 
Devorah were awarded the annual 
prize of the Israel Ethnography 
Society and the Ha'aretz Museum 
for their Encyclopaedia of Jewish 
Festivals, Holy Days and Fast Days, 
which comprises five volumes. 

Pondering the current debate 
about the contemporary parallels of 
events in ancient history like the 
Bar-Kochba revolt, Hecohen con- 
tended that Jewish history was full 
of periods of decline into 
mysticism “leading to ruination, os 
during and after the Second Tem- 
ple. or the emergence of false me.*!- 
siahs like Shabbeiai Zvi." The way 
the people switched from one pole 
to the other WHS an ominous har- 
binger of things to come, he sold. 
"Just consider, the same people that 
had experienced such miracles as 
the Exodus, the parting of the sea 
and the Revelation of the Tora on 
Mount Sinai, could so soon after 
tnal indulge in the frenzied worship 
of the golden calf." 

He put within the above context 
the worship of stones and territory 
at the expense of moral values by 
loo many religious and political 
groups. Here he veered uuo the 
often-made but nonetheless telling 
comparison between two great 


historical figures who symbolised 
different positions at the time of the 
fall of the Second Commonwealth 
— Rabbi Yohanan Ben-Zakkai and 
Rabbi Akiva. 

' The former — Hacohen pointed 
cut, grew up in the world of Jewish 
scholarship, and gave priority to 
moral and social conduct, regarding 
territory and the trappings of power 
as instruments enabling Jewish life 
to be fulfilled. To his mind once 
these means became the end in 
itself they lost their relevancie. 
Without wishing to belittle the role 
of Rabbi Akiva as one of the great 
Tana'im, Hacohen wished to point 
out that until the age of 40 he had 
been an uneducated shepherd, one 
of the common people who 
regarded national pride as the pur- 
pose. 

Hence, when Bur Kochhu urged 
the rebellion. Rabbi Akiva hailed 
him as the messiah. Only after he 
witnessed the ensuing death and 
desolation did Rabbi Akivu revise 
his opinion, cursing the military 
leader as “Bar-Kosiba" — pruphel 
of falsehood. 

RABBI HACOHEN dwell on the 
high level of piety of the people at 
Ihe time of the destruction of the 
Second Commonwealth, when ihe 
priests served in the Temple and ihc 
great sages of the Mishna lived. 
What had been missing was not 
religious piety but morality, he 
maintained, quoting from the 
Talmud that “the desiruction was 
caused by unwarranted hatred.'' 
and that it resulted from "venality 
and moral decay." 

Transferring this idea to contem- 
porary politics, Hacohen noted that 
the new coalition agrecineni en- 
sured an unprecedented flow of 
money lo yeshivoi, and an un- 
precedented number ol yeshivj stu- 
dents and rabbinical functionane.s. 
"Yet where in the nuiral diriieiiMon ''' 
Yet, 1 press Hacohen the puliii- 
cian (this is his third term in the 
Knesset), Agudat Yisrael MKs 
claim they previously had the jame 
kind of deals with Labour. "Nothing 
ofihe kind," he said, his voice rising 
indignantly and his eyes flashing. 
There were regrettable elements, 
bill they were the exception, 
noi ihc rule os now. Under Labour 
there were limits which ihe> were 
never allowed to cross. Now ull the 
dJms have burst." he says. 


iContinurd Troni preccdini page) 

way as it took over Tsukei David at 
Santa, will not conduct nature 
courses or trips into the interior. It 
is even doubtful whether the facility 
will be maintained at all. Visits will 
be both expensive and frustrating, 
and much of the area can be ex- 
pected to be closed oA by the 
military. As at Santa, contact with 
the B^uin will be either forbidden 
entirety or else restricted, and it is 
almost certain that there will be a 
limit to the length of any stay. In 
short, the Sinai 'Mil be Egyptian and 
not Israeli, and anyone who expects 
the status quo to be maintained is 
deluding himself. 

WHILE SHARM residents are 
prepared to sit for hours discussing 
the future, they were never allowed 
to purchase houses in the town, and 
therefore will not be co^ensated 
for residential property. This poses 
a p'tobl.em for those who have no 
alternative housing in the north and 
who wiil be leaving the area with 
around IS 200,(100 compensation. A 
family with three children that has 
been in Sharm for nine years, for ex- 
ample, will receive a total of IS 
220,000. There is ho need to 


SHARM IN SHAMBLES 


elaborate on the fact that this sum, 
even when added to an unlinked 
mortgage of another IS 200,000, will 
hardly buy a bedroom, let alone a 
home, in Israel today. 

Those who do own property 
there, like hoteliers, diving club 
operators and shopkeepers, trill do 
better, but they are in the minority. 
Most of the people in the area are in 
salaried service occupations, and 
.their situation come next March is 
going to be very dUTicult. Property 
owners and business people will be 
treated fairly: they will be compen- 
sated for their buildings (according 
to government appraisal) as well as 
for go^will, the latter being based 
on tholr highest earnings over a two- 
year period. 

There is a problem, here too, 
however, for any equipment that 
can be moved will not be eligible for 
compensation. What Howard 
Rosenstein will be able to do in the 
- north with diving boats, hundreds of 
sets of diving equipment and two 
huge compressors is a mystery. 

One immediate problem is 'that, 
•because of the imminence of the 


return of the regiop to the Egyp- 
tians, authorities in Israel such as 
the Nature Preservation Authority 
have refrmned from investing any 
money there; and this is especially 
serious just now, when more Israelis 
than ever before will be visiting the 
Sinai (300,000 are expected over 
Rosh Hashana>and Succot). 

Some visitots'are likely to feel 
that since this is perhaps their last 
opportunity of ever seeing the 
region, they can now do what has 
been taboo in the past. 

For those who care more about 
the character of the Sinai than 
sovereignty over it, this spells dis- 
aster. They are worried both by the 
physical destruction that could be 
wrought in the absence of controls 
and by the example that will be 
provided for the Egyptians, who 
have shown no great sympathy for 
conservation anyway. 

There arc still four .paid Preser- 
vation Authority ofAcials living in 
Sharm. They say, however, that 
their budgets have been cut lo a 
point where they hardly cover the 
clearance of garbage, let alone 


provide for Ihe upkeep of basic 
facilities or for dealing with the in- 
creasing hazard of oil spills. 

THE GREATEST fear of maiiy 
who live in the area is that Israel will 
be handing back a garbage dump to 
the Egyptians — which if true will 
totally undermine the arguments of 
those who want to preserve what 
has been built over the past IS 
years. 

Di-Zahav, where the moshav has 
folded and only a holiday village re- 
mains, is a case in point, and a wor- 
rying precedent. One sees van- 
dalized houses, denuded of wall and 
floor tiles, pipes, taps, and virtually 
anything movable. Some of the. 
destruction was caused by departing 
inhabitants, some by Beduin and 
some by vagrants. 

In the town itself, wails have been 
broken down, shutters, windows 
have been torn out, air-conditioning, 
systems removed. Around the town 
there are ugly scars In the earth 
where hu^ army camps used to be. 
Metal staives and fences rust aroiind 
bulldozed bunkers, and despite 
what seem to have been half- 


hearted efforts to leave the area 
clean, the remnants of IS years of 
nilitary presence are very much in 
evidence. 

It is hard to realize that a chapter 
in Israel’s history — a chapter 
v^ich touched almost every Israeli 
firiiily — is ofAcially closing. . 

To a man, the people we spoke to 
sad that no matter what the cost, 
pace is worth the price. They are 
jujt hoping that the price will not be 
tU total destruction of everything 
thit they have helped to build over 
ih^past IS years. 

The conservationists are 
de perately trying to lobby for 
Eg ptian protection of the area, 
Tc ir operators hope they will still 
be able to earn money from what 
w{ a Lucrative business. The Held 
sctools hope they will be allowed to 
coilinue educating people lo ap- 
pr^iate the very special beauty of 
th^ Sinai. And the diving operators 
are looking for ways to continue 
IMi' SiOm. a year enterprise in the 
Ru Sea. But they all know that the 
re^ty of April 28, 1982, when the 
iasilsraeli is due to leave, will be an 
Egyptian reality, and that most 
horns will be dashed against Ihc 
roo of realpolitik. □ 
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emigration, particularly rf 
Christians, has been going on for ft 
least three generations in Palestine. 
Today there is hardly an Arab fam* 
iy that does not have at least ok 
close member abroad — either ii 
the Americas or in one o[ the suh 
rounding Arab states. 

The highly visible building boon 
In the territories, the expensive caa 
and the busy summer tourist seasoi 
are all explained by the vait 
numbers of former residents wh) 
now live abroad, send money baa 
to *'the old country" and oc- 
casional!]^ visit. 

Palestinian emigrnlion, pai- 
ticularly during the period of Isreei 
administration, is an issue inevitab^ 
laced with politics and emotioi. 
The objective academic anil 
statistical difTicuUies of defining ai 
emigrant (as opposed to a refugee 
or a resident temporarily abroad), 
combined with the sensibilities of 
two peoples claiming rights to the 
same land, are exploited by those 
whose interest it is to minimize or 
exaggerate the dimensions of the is- 
sue. 

A senior military government of- 
ficial recently went out of his way to 
warn that comparing the number of 
residents who had left the territories 
to those who had entered via the 
areas' main thoroughfares, the 
Jordan bridges, was "totally mis- 
leading.'* Such figures could not 
reflect how many were abroad for 
study, or for business or other 
reasons, he insisted. 

However, government statisti- 
cians feel that these figures can be 
regarded at least as gross indicators 
of how many people have left the 
area. Between the end of 1968 anci 
1980, 3,277,000 residents of the 
West Bank and Gaza left via the 
bridges while 3,148,500 returned; in 
these admittedly “gross** terrns, _ 
128,500 people haveleft i1ie area 
permanently. 

Ardent Palestinian nationalists 
see emigration as a conscious policy 
adopted but not announced ^ the 
Israel government and implemented 
on every level of life by the military 
government. 

"Afler all, they do not make too 
much effort to make us stay," was 
the wry observation of Dr. Bakr 
Abu Kishk of the fiir Zeit Univer- 
sity Research Centre. 

“Nothing is really done to pre- 
vent Rabbi Meir Kohane (who ad- 
vocates the forceful expulsion of the 
Arab population of Eretz Yisrael) 
from preaching his particular solu- 
tion to the Palestinian problem," 
said a young student at the univer- 
sity just a few months before final 
exams, after which he was off to join 
his brother who has been living in 
Boston for eight yean. 

Only last Friday the joint 
Jordanian-PLO committee in Am- 
man announced that ii would pay 
second salaries to people employed 
by the military government after 
1967, **in order to prevent their 
emigration." 

PEOPLE have been leaving the 
eastern seaboard of the Mediterra- 
nean since the time of the Turks. 
The Anal decodes of the Ottoman 
Empire saw severe poverty and 
persecution in the outlying 
provinces as the centraJ administra- 
tion decayed. 

In the ease of Beit Jalla the first 
wave of emigration from the town 
followed the massacre of 35 of Its in- 
habitants by the Egyptian Ibrahim 
Pasha in 1854. 

"One didn’t need pass|30Tts 
then,** Farah al-Ari^ remembdrs his 
father telling him. “The Turkish 
birth certincaie was lufTicieiit and 
eight to 12 gold coins bought, a pas- 
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WELL-WORN PATHS 

The Post's David Richardson surveys the demographic effects of 
Arab emigration from the West Bank which has been going on 
since the time of the Turks. 







sage from Jaffa to America.’' 

The Christians of Southern Judea 
chose Centra] and South America 
because the Catholic Church 
provided at least one element of 
familiarity in the New World, while 
they also enjoyed an educational 
advantage over the mixture of In- 
dians who made up the native pop- 
ulation. 

— On -arrival they^M^were -.dubbed 
'*Turcos" because of the Turkish 
papers they held, and the name re- 
mains today although for some it 
has a derogatory connotation — not 
unUke “Mick" or “Yid." ^ 

Acco-ding to Beit Jalla Mayor 
Farah al-Araj. 30,000 of his 
townsmen are now settled in 
Chile, and a similar number are 
scattered in Peru, Ecuador, Colom- 
bia, Honduras, El Salvador (which 
they are now fleeing) and Mexico. 

“There is not asingle island in the 
Caribbean or state in Central or 
South America that does not have a 
family from Bethlehem or Beit Jal- 
la,*’ claims Elias Freij, mayor of 
Bethlehem. 

Strangely, emigration from the- 
other Christian town in the area, 
Beit Sahour, has generally been 
easlwvds to the neighbouring Arab 
countries; also fewer people have 
left Beit Sahour than the neighbour- 
ing towns, and many of the 
emigrants eventually return. 

WITH A TINGE of superiority, 
people in Bethlehem and Beit Jalla 
refer to the different tribal origins of 
the various populations and point to 
the stronger influence of the 
(Catholic) Church in their towns, 
which are dotted with imposing 
churches and religious institutions. 

Ramalloh, once the largest Chris- 
tian town in the West Bank, came 
under stronger Protestant and 
Anglican influence than the triangle 
of villages south of Jerusalem, and 
its young people have in general 
moved to North America — par- 
ticularly Chicago and the Midwest. 
In Chicago, there are entire city 
blocks comprising the homes and 
retail or wholes^e businesses of 
people who trace their origins back 
to what is sentimentally described 
as “the bride c( Palestine." 

THE MAJOR trends of emigration, 


from the Samarian towns of 
Kalkilya, Tulkarm, Jenin and 
Nablus have been to the east, to the 
Gulf States and to Trans-Jordan. 
This is particularly true of the 
families cf Nablus, so much so that 
local chronicler Ihsan el-Nimer cal- 
led his book on the area The History 

the Region ^ Nablus and Salt. 

Nablus families have established 
deep ties on the East Bank, and may 
be found in the highest ranks of the 
Hashemite Kingdom's establish- 
ment. Suleiman Nabulsi was leader 
of the Jordanian opposition two 
decades ago, and Ahmed Toukan, 
from another prominent Nablus 
clan, served at various posts in King 
Hussein’s inner circle, including a 
brief term as prime minister of 
Jordan. His daughter, the late 
Queen Alia, was married to Hus- 
sein. 

EMIGRATION from Hebron was 
perhaps most noticeably influenced 
by the turbulent politics of the past 
40 years. At first, people from "al- 
KhalU,” os it is known, moved 
across the Negev and the Sinai to 
Cairo where they established the 
famous Cairo market, the Khan ol- 
Khalili, or market of the 
Hebronites. 

After the creation of Israel in 
1948 they found their traditional 
path of dmigration blocked from the 
south and the west, so they moved 
north to Jerusalem and began 
replacing the large families who had 
controlled commercial life in the 
city before they fled in 1948. Today 
most of the mefehants along Salah 
a-Din Street in East Jerusalem are 
originally from Hebron. Hebronites 
are also to be found in Jericho; 
more recently, they have been mak- 
ing their way across the Jordan to 
Amman and the Gulf States. 

Emigration from Jerusalem, 
whose population has always been 
the best educated and most exposed 
to European influences, was to Am- 
man and London, a pattern which is 
maintained today. 

Migration from Oaza, particular- 
ly since 1948, has always been 
significantly less than from the West 
Bank. Oszans are generally not as 
well educated, and have not come 
into as much contact with Euro- 


peans. In 1948 they became 
stateless persons, depending on 
reluctantly granted Egyptian papers 
if they needed to travel. The Jorda- 
nian annexation of the West Bank 
made movement far easier for those 
living there, even if they were 
refugees. 

ONCE ESTABLISHED, emigra- 
tion seems to develop a dynamic of 
its own. While (he poverty and luck 
of physical safety that originally in- 
duced people to leave cun be 
reversed, the ties of young people 
■— particularly to the old country and 
its social patterns — are eroded bv 
the stories, dreams and possibility of 
another future. 

The stability that accompanied 
the British occupation of Palestine 
from 1917 slowed, but did not halt, 
the flow of young men from Jaffa 
and Haifa. 

The Great Depression of the '30.<» 
saw emigration increase again, and 
although this was offset to some ex- 
tent by the expansion of the 
economy which Zionist Investment 
brought with it, the establishment of 
industry, large-scale agriculture and 
growth of the British bases worked 
further to loosen the ties of young 
people to their villages. 

“in a conservative, patriarchal 
society the most signifleant move is 
from the village to the city, which 
breaks established ties,’* noted a 
veteran scholar of the Palestinians. 
“There is no movement from village 
to village and in that setting 
Jerusalem is almost as far away as 
Baghdad for a resident of a small 
Palestinian village," 

Abdel Khader el-Ismail, an elder- 
ly reudent of Silwad, recently told 
me that he used to work at the Haifa 
rennencs prior to 1948. coming 
back to hu village at first once a 
month and then eventually once 
every three months. 

A refugee from the Ramie area 
who now Uvei in the Jelazoun camp 
recalls how labburers used to camp 
in the environs of the huge British 
base at Sarafand. 

The unrest which preceded and 
accompanied the birth of the Jewish 
ttatfl again la^ an increase in 
emigration (as distinct from the un- 
planned flight of refligeei), par- 
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ticularly of the wealthier and beiiM 
educated families. 

Most reseurchcrs agree, however 
that the largest wave of emlBration 
followed the Jordanian annexaiL 
of the West Bank in April 1950 
political reasons the Hashemite 
regime withheld funds for economic 
development from the West Bank 
and this, combined with the influi 
of refugees, produced severe un- 
employment which persisted until 
1967. A Jordanian census of [%\ 
showed that 62,900 Jordanian 
citizens -were abroad during that 
year — 50,300 of them were from 
the West Bank. 

Many of the refugees were 
housed in camps surrounding ih 
Christian towns in the West BsdI 
and the composition of these touns 
began to change. Farah al-Araj»ji 
that 2,000 Moslem families havesa- 
lied in his town of 6, 000 since IMS 
he anticipates that in ^ years tk 
will comprise half ila population 

STUDIES produced by the Pair 
nians themselves indicate tk 

287.000 people left the West Bail 
between 1948 and 1967, mostd 
them opting for the E^i Bankd 
the Jordan and the Gulf Staici 
Since they were rarely granieij 
citizenship by the Arab stales ■ 
which they worked, and because 
they had Jordanian passports, man; 
eventually returned to Jordan "vis 
the back door" as it were, tbus 
boosting their numbers in ihsi 
country. In 1952, Palestinians made 
up 31 per cent of the Jordanian pop- 
ulation; today they comprise vi-dl 
over 70 per cent and Amman ^said 
to be 80 per cent Palestinian. 

The boom in the Israeli economy 
that followed the 1967 war slowed 
Palestinian emigration — notto!» 
confused with the immediate How 
of refugees prompted by the war > 
us industry and agricuiture ab- 
sorbed the cheap and seml-skilt^ 
labour the Palestinians could 

However, as the boom slowed, 
emigration figures again swung up- 
wards. Hussein’s ruthless eradics- 
tion of the PLO in his country dur- 
ing the "Black September’' of 
saw people leaving the West Bank 
for the U.S. and South Amerlcavb 
Lod Airport. 

Abdel Karim Semara. a 
sociologist who worksasajournalisi 
ill East Jerusalem and who bas 
made a study of the migration of bis 
people, was told by travel agcnls m 
the capital that until 1973 almost 

9.000 people a year left the West 
Bank this way. 

As inflation and recession bit 
deeper into the Israel economy, attti 
the economies of Jordan and the 
Gulf States began to enjoy tbe 
benefits of substantial oil reveniieJ. 
emigration increas^ even mott- 
The establishment and expansioacf 
universities on the West Bank(ii» 
no more than delay the emlgrait^ 
of young people who found ^ 
graduating that there were few4' 
portunities for academics in the^' 
ritorles. , _.,i 

Emigration from the W«t 
during the Jordanian period ^ 
regarded, obviously as no 
internal migration of the JordamW 
population. It has only b***’ “K 
the Israeli occupation in 1967 tni 
the movement of people froij) . 
West Bank has taken on politic* 
overtones and popularly at le®*t » 
often lumped together with the )»* 
sue of the Palestinian refugeei- 

Dr. Abu Kishk, an 
and former employee of 
Agriculture Ministry who nai 

chosen to settle in the West Baa*' 

says that in 1970, 89 per cent ol tij 
mole population between 25 and 

(continued on page 15} t 
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(continued from p.l4} 
were employed either locally or in- 
side Israel. In 1979 this figure drop- 
ped to 76 per cent. The only ex- 
planation that can be offered is 
emigration, he maintains. 

Others are far more blunt. “In 
196? the estimated population of 
the West Bank was 750,000. Today 
it remains the same. So the natural 
increase must be emigrating,’’ main- 
tains Mahmoud Abu Ziduf, the 
editor of al Quda who has three 
children living in England. “None of 
them wants to come back and if I 
were in their place nor would I," he 
says, going on to estimate that 
emigration from the ai;ea nins at 
over 30,000 per annum. 

Demographic experts at the 
Central Bureau of Statistics confirm 
that the West Bank loses a signifi- 
cant proportion but not all of its 
natural increase through . emigra- 
tion. In 1978 for instance the pop- 
ulation of the West Bank was es- 
timated to be 68 1 ,200 on the'basis of 
sophisticated demographic models 
and showed an increase of 10,300 
over the previous year. But 
recorded births during the same 
period were 20,500 indicating that 
more than 10,000 people had left 
the area. In general the government 
demographers find that these 
figures coincide closely with the 
gross indicators of emigration based 
on the movement of residents 
through! the bridges and other ports 
of the country. 

Emigration from (he West Bank 
has traditionally been the business 
of young and generally single men. 
But according to al-Araj and several 
others, families arc now also among 
those who pack up nnd leave. For 
instance, (here arc merchants who 
resent the gradually imposed Israeli 
taxation that is being extended to 
the territories. In Jericho alone 
three relatively well-established 
businessmen recently closed down 
their establishments and moved 
abroad. 

ZIONISM has always had a 
somewhat ambiguous attitude 
towards the question of Palestinian 
emigration, passively welcoming it 
as perhaps the only solution to the 
conflict between two peoples 
demanding the same land, while 
refraining (for both moral and 
pragmatic reasons) from actively 
pursuing U as a policy. 

Even such humanist and socialist 
thinkers as Berl Katznelson con- 
cluded that coexistence was impos- 
sible and that in the long run an “ex- 
change of populations" was the only 
feasible solution. "Better a distant 
neighbour than an enemy close by,” 
he wrote. 

Of course there were also streams 
of Zionist ideology like that of 
Hashomer Hatzair in the 1930s and 
Martin Buber's Brit Shalom which 
favoured absolute parity between 
Arab and Jew in a bi-national stale. 
But generally it seems It was more a 
case of “closing one's eyes and hop- 
ing it [the problem] or they (the 
Arabs) would just go away." 

Shortly after the Six Day War 
there was a department in the Prime 
Minister's Office which established 
offices in Gaza and even in 
Nazareth to help local Arabs 
emigrate, says a former civil ser- 
vant. Several busloads of people 
from Oaza were turned back at the 
Allenby Bridge by the Jordanians, 
and the department was closed — 
apparently for fear of international 
repercussions. 

Since then, there have been per- 
sistent reports of private efforts by 
Israelis who have bought property 


from Palestinians and then helped 
them leave the country. 

The most prominent cose was 
that of Gad Qreiver, the Oedera 
travel agent who claimed that he 
and a group of associates “had emp- 
tied six Arab villages in the- West 
Bank and helped settle the inhabi- 
tants in Brazil." The claim was dis- 
missed by government spokesmen. 

A young student at Yeshivat Mer- 
caz Harav, the Gush Emunim 
spiritual centre in Jerusalem, 
recently told me that he and some 
friends' had helped Arab families 
leave homes they had sold to Jews 
in the heart of the Moslem Quarter 
in the Old City. 

Sensitivity jo the question of 
emigration has grown along with the 
development of Palestinian 
nationalism. Abu Kiihk says that 
there is an increasingly negative 
image attaching to those who leave 
the area, “but it does not have the 
traitorous connotations of the 
Hebrew term yerida." Most people 
concur, noting that the economic 
[factors that lie at the root of most 
emigration are just too real to be ig- 
nored. 

Nevertheless, a recent meeting of 
educators in the West Bank debated 
the issue of increasing funds for un- 
iversity education because 
“academic degrees are passports to 
emigration.'* 

THE EMIGRANTS themselves 
also have an influence on those who 
have remained behind. Every sum- 
mer thousands of visitors from the 
Middle East, Europe and (he 
Americas visit rclulivcs in the West 
Bank on three-month visitors' per- 
mits. These people end up per- 
suading some of the native popula- 
tion to leave with them. And the 
practice 'of coming here to And u 
bride is still common, although uiih 
the rapid emancipation of Palesti- 
nian women "arranged marriages" 
are on the decline. 

Men with names like "Abu 
Carlos" and "Abu Juan" in Beil Jal- 
la regret (hat their grandchildren do 
not speak Arabic; and in Beituniya 
and Dir Dibwan near Ramallah 
there are children from North 
America who were sent here to 
study Arabic and absorb the history 
and customs of their people. 

APART FROM the host of obvious 
demographic implications, Palesti- 
nian emigration is also developing 
signifleant political dimensions, not 
only internationally but for those 
who remain behind os well. 

The diminution of the Christian 
community (from 10 per cent in the 
'60s to some 4 per cent today) with 
their professional, commercial and 
administrative skills, and the 
emigration of young graduates from 
the region’s universities leave the 
West Bank poorer and lacking in 
the skills that even an 
“autonomous" region would need. 
Land ownership is changing and 
there is an accelerating flight of 
capital BS businessmen seek greater 
profits elsewhere. 

In many respects Palestinian 
emigration is a mirror image of 
Jewish migration and Israeli 
“yerida." Whatever emerges on the 
other side of the Green Line — be it 
an independent state, part of a 
federated Jordan or a never-to-end 
autonomous part of Eretz Yisrael, 
the fii^t of the Christians and thb 
emigration of the young and (he 
skilled must remain a matter of con- 
cern to Israel. For coexistence, in 
the final analysis, depends on the 
quality of the people who desire 
it. O 
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IN THE Jewish tradition, Rosh 
Hashana. New Year, and Yom Kip- 
pur. ihc Dat of .Aiunemeni, and the 
intervening Ten Days of Penitence 
are expressly devoted to prayer, 
confession and self-examination for 
the purpose of teshuva (penitence). 
It is interesting to note that on the 
basis of biblical texts alone, it is not 
clear that the central motif of these 
sacred days is reshuva. 

Rosh Hashana is somewhat of a 
mystery: the blasting of horns that 
the Tom prescribes does not in itself 
Indicate the purpose of this day (see 
Lev. 23:24-25: cf. Lev. 25:9; Num. 
10:1-10: Amos 3:6). 

Yom Kippur is described as a day 
of kappara, "a day of atonement on 
which expiation is made on your 
behalf before the Lord your Cod" 
(Lev. 23:27-28). in contrast to the 
emphasis placed on teshuva by rab- 
binic scholars, this text is primarily ' 
deyo\e6 l<y kappara. Also the 
biblical description of the 
procedure to gain atonement is dis- 
tinctly cuUic and sacrificial. 

In fact, the only active person in 
the rites of atonement is the high 
priest, who utters the confession on 
behalf of the community. The 
cleansing of the people's sins was 
expressed in the ritual of banishing 
the scapegoat upon which the sins 
of the people were symbolically 
placed. Though the text refers to 
self-denial, there is no mention of 
personal soul-searching and self- 
examination, which characterize 
teshuva. 

THE RABBINIC emphasis upon 
teshuva with respect to Rosh 
Hashana and Yon Kippur is an ex- 
ample of their efforts to develop a 
“teshuva-culiurc." Teshuva, which 
stems from the root verb "to 
return," indicates the man-initiated 
response to" repen TarT^SV 'TffJTmrtr 
presupposes human freedom to 
transcend habit and established pat- 
terns of conduct and to effect 
meaningful change in a person's 
relationship with God. 

Nevertheless, as the bibilical ac- 
count of Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur indicates, there is another 
aspect of repentance, kappara, 
which involves divine forgiveness 
and acceptance, which are beyond 
human initiative and action. While 
man may repent and become worthy of 
divine acceptance, it is God who 
ultimately must grant kappara. 
Teshuva is action-oriented; kappara 
is grace-dependent. 

A full account of the experience 
of spiritual renewal in Judaism 


Penitence and 
atonement 

By DAVID HARTMAN 



ihould not be restricted to the con- 
cept of teshuva, but should explain 
(he dialectical relationship between 
\eshuw and kappara. To understand 
why the experience of spiritual 
renewal involves the hope for an ex- 
ternal response that is beyond one's 
control, one should considerthe no- 
tion of sin. Sin is not simply human 
failure; it presupposes a relationship 
between man and God. 

ONE FAILS to do justice to the no- 
tions of nUtzva, commandment, and 
het, sin, if one focuses exclusively 
on mitzva in terms of human self- 
realization and on het in terms of 
rebellion against divine authority. 

Mitzva is more than a legal norm; 
it also involves divine love and con- 
c ern f ot.. human growth and 
' HeveTopmenr^r/zra doernbl mere- 
ly entail the quest forhuman perfec- 
tion, as in the Greek tradition, but 
also mirrors a universe deFined by 
the quest for relationship with God. 
In Judaism, the self unfolds within a 
framework of divine worship. 

Consequently, sin is not merely 
“missing the mark" or failure to 
realize fully one's human potential, 
but also indicates a rupture in the 
God-man relationship. Sin creates 
estrangement and distance between 
man and God. 

Teshuva, as an activist orientation 
to renewal, reflects the aspect of sin 
that touches upon a person's failure 
to realize the good for man, while 
kqtpara reflects a person's quest to 
restore the intimacy of his 


relationship with God. Thus, the 
Jew prays for divine forgiveness and 
acceptance and, at the same time, 
initiates action aimed at moral self- 
renewal. 

In all genuine love relationships, 
acceptance by the other may not be 
coerced or manipulated. Accep- 
tance is a glR that by definition must 
be freely given. 

By analogy, grace in the sense of 
divine acceptance is an essential 
component of the quest for spiritual 
renewal. The prayerful beseeching 
attitude of the Jew seeking it 
reflects his awareness of God's 
ultimate freedom in His covenanial 
relationship with Israel. 

THERE IS, however, another 
aspect of human relationships that 
should not be ignored. While love is 
a precious gift, it is not a substitute 
for feelings of inner worth and self- 
regard. A person may feel genuinely 
accepted by another, and yet feel 
inadequate and unworthy. 

This insight may shed light on 
why God's loving acceptance of 
man was not viewed by the tradition 
as an adequate substitute for per- 
sonal responsibility based on study 
and moral action. While Judaism 
contains the idea of God’s uncon- 
ditional acceptance of Israel, it 
never allowed this notion to become 
a comprehensive grace principle 
that could neutralize human in- 
itiative and resolve. 

The delicate balance between 


feelings of personal adequacy and 
the need for divine acceptance may 
explain the dialectical relationship 
between teshuva and kappara in the 
Jewish tradition. Despite his far- 
reaching sense of independence and 
autonomous wr.rth, halachic man 
perceives life within the framework 
of worship. While his belief in the 
power of teshuva strengthens his 
confidence in his ability to return to 
God with dignity and integrity, the 
relational context of his religious 
worldview reminds him of his 
dependence on the gift of divine ac- 
ceptance. 

DESCRIPTIONS of divine judg- 
ment evoke awe and trepidation. 
According to the liturgy, even the 
angels quake with fear for “even 
they are not guiltless in Thy sight." 
In explaining why the Hallel prayer, 
psalms of joyous praise, was not 
recited on Rosh Hashana, R. Ab- 
bahu depicts God as saying to the 
angels: "Is it possible that the King 
should be sitting on the throne of 
justice with the books of life and 
death open before Him, and Israel 
should chant hymns of praise?" 
(Rosh Hashana 32b). 

On the other hand, the Talmud 
stales that on the day that judgment 
begins, Jews eat, drink, dress and 
express a general altitude of joyful 
confidence (Jer. Talmud, Rosh 
Hashana 7b). The serious mood 
engendered by divine judgment is 
not one of terror before a feared, 
authoritarian God. The Jew does 
not stand before the divine judge as 
a helpless and undignified creature, 
crushed by feelings of guilt and un- 
worlhiness. While fully cognizant of 
the grncc^dependeni feature of 
repeniunce, a.s conveyed by the 
awesome iniages of divine judg- 
ment, he stands creel in Judgment, 
in full awareness of his being a 
‘'signillcani other" in God's cye.s. 

The dialectical relationship bet- 
ween the humbling dimension of 
judgment and feeling of adequacy 
and inner strength is dramatically 
described in the talmudic discussion 
of how the exact lime of judgment is 
fixed: 

And Hurna said: What nation is 
like (his nation? It Is the custom 
among men that If the ruler says: 
"The trial Is todayl" and the ac- 
cused say: "The trial shall be 
lomorrowl" — to whom do you 
listen? Surely to the ruler. With 
regard to God, however, this is not 
the case. If the (human) court 
declares: "Today Is Rosh 
Hashana," God then says to the 


ministering angels: "Set up (he 
court, let the defence attorneys 
arise, let the prosecuting attorneys 
arise, because my children have 
declared that today Is Rosh 
Hashana." If the (human) court 
deliberated and decided to 
postpone it to the next day, God 
says to (he ministering angels: 
"Remove the court, let the 
defence attorneys leave, let the 
prosecuting attorneys leave, 
because my children decided to 
postpone it to tomorrow." What Is 
the reason for this? "For It a 
statute for Israel, a judgment for 
the God of Jacob" (Psalms 81;S) 
— if it is not a statute for Israel, 
then, as It were, it Is not a judg- 
ment for the God of Jacob. 
(Jerusalem Talmud, 

Rosh Hashana 7bl 

Though ii may seem absurd to ex- 
pect mortal kings to schedule judg- 
ment according to the will of the ac- 
cused, the divine King, before 
whom even the angels quake with 
fear, defers to the decision of the 
rabbinic court in fixing the day of 
Judgment. The very same persons 
whose acts and thoughts are about 
to be judged determine when the 
Judge may commence proceedinp, 

THE INCRONGRUITY of the 
situation depicted by this rabbinic 
parable sheds light on the religion 
phenomenology of Judaism. In 
acknowledging guilt, one need not 
become paralysed by feelings of 
human depravity or by a crushi:^ 
sense of creature-dependency. 
Feuerbach's account of religion, 
which proposed an inverse 
relationship between :iltributing 
perfection to God and ascribing 
worth to human beings, is inap- 
plicable to this religious orienUtion. 
In this tradition, divine perfection 
and authority arc compatible with 
belief in human worth and the 
legitimacy of human assertion. 'Hie 
omnipotent, perfect Judge does not 
commence judgment without the 
sanction of the human court on 
earth. 

The concepts of kappara and 
le.diuva are complementary asped* 
of halachic man's experience of 
.spiritual rebirth. Teshuva without 
kappara would lead to hubris; kop- 
para without le.shuva, however, 
would lead to paralysis and guilt. 

The author, an Orthodox rabbi. Ii 
director oj the Shalom Hartman In- 
siitute for Advanced Jewish Sludlet 
and profe.ssor of Jewish philosophy at 
the Hebrew University. 



Members of a youth organization bring flowers to a woman in 
Jerusalem 's German Colony quarter as part of a campaign to visit eldery 
people before the New Year. ' Scoop 80) 


Flam for new 
HurvastaM 

With Prime Minister Menochem 
Begin reportedly favouring 
reconstruction rather than new con- 
struction, piuii for building a new 
Hurva Synagogue in . Jerusalem's 
Jewish Quarter are currently stal- 
led. T 

A modernistic structure has been 
designed by one of England's 
foremost architects, Sir Denys 
Lasdun, at the behest of the' 
Jerusalem Foundation, to replace 
the Hurva destroyed by the Jorda- 
nians during the War of 
Independence, as the Jewish 
Quarter's central synagogue. 

An ofneial d the foundation said 
last week that Housing Minister 
David Levy has so far failed to sign 
the documents needed to present, 
the Lasdun proposal to the planning 
authorities for consideration, 

"We haven’t been informed that 
he's against it," said the oHlclal, 
“We just can't get anybody to sign 
it.'' 



The Hurva before Us destruction by the Jordanians. 
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KIBBUTZ PBRSPBCTIVis 


WHEN THE Archbishop of York 
spent a fortnight's holiday in a 
Jordan Valley kibbutz last summer, 

The Jerusalem Post's Mark Segal 
called it the Israeli cquivaicnl of a 
visit to a stately home in Britain. 

The quip sums up both the achieve- 
ment and the challenge. Is the kib- 
butz a monument representing 
another period in history, removed 
from its present surroundings by a 
gap that Is both temporal and 
social? Is it where the action hw? 

In the generation that has passed 
since the achievement of Israel’s in- 
dependence, perhaps it is the future 
of the kibbutz that has undergone 
the most radical change. The pre- 
sent develops, unfolds in a steady, 
even path, meaningful, if not es- 
pecially dramatic. The past remains 
fairly fixed, with a celebration of 
ancestral pieties. It is still too early 
for the historians to discover that 
(he kibbutz was never as it used to 
be. 

But as for the future, here there is 
a real discontinuity, a jump from 
what never was to what never will 
be. It is the end of the messianic 
role of the kibbutz in Israeli society. 
(Ya'aeov Kazan, veteran leader of 
the kibbutz movement’s left, has 
said that Gush Emunlm reminds 
him of his Hashomer Hatzair youth 
movement of the 1920s.) Gone is 
the faith that the kibbutz is the 
redeeming force, the messenger of 
the great awakening, when Israel 
will be remade after the example, if 
not in the image, of communal col- 
lectivism. 

Without a mission, the kibbptz is 
more likely to become a caste than 
an elite. This is the way it is often 
perceived. (Witness the "stately 
home" analogy.) It is a 
characterization that triggers am- 
bivalent reactions: on the one hand, 
an overly generous assessment of 
the resources, human and material, 
available to the kibbutz and, on the 
other, an overly critical estimate of 
the degree of self-segregation of the 
kibbutz from the larger society. 
Sometimes it seems to many kibbutz 
members that there is a new form of 
anti-Semitism abroad in the land 
and that they, the kibbutznik^, are 
the Jews. 

But the sense of mission remains 
an important part of the kibbutz 
outlook, certainly of the move-, 
ment’s leadership, even if the mis- 
sion is Interpreted in terms that lack 
the quality of apocalyptic 
enthusiasm . that marked an earlier 
generation. Disputes over Its con- 
tent span tlie entire range of issues 
in the political arena. 

Within the kibbutz movement, 
the split between hawks and doves, 
Peace Now and Land of Israel, is no 
less extreme than in other sectors of 
the Labour camp. 

With the exception of the ex- 
treme left, there is no monolithic 
unity in the kibbutz movements 
with regard to the big issues and 
certainly no basis for the label of 
dovishness that is often in- 
dlscriminateW applied. 

UUImalcly the political impact 
of the kibbutz movement depends 
on its high degree of political com- 
mitment and Us ability and 
readiness to mobilize manpower 
and material resources for political 
ends. 

THERE IS NO uniform pattern, but 
there arc certain discernible fuclors 
that differentiate kibbutz leaders at 



A kibbutz dining hall. This picture was taken at Bet Alfa. 


ihe national movemcm level from 
the local leaders, the managers of 
ihc major kibbiiiz iiulnstrial and 
regional enterprises. 

The national movement leaders 
are more likely to have come to the 
kibbutz through the urban youth 
movements, in Israel or abroad. 
Socialized into the ideology before 
they were socialized into the kib- 
butz, they eipphasiz® ^h® ideological 
dimension. 'Their political lines of 
communication, however, follow 
the career patterns of their youth-, 
movement peers, in and out of the 
kibbutz. The former Belt B erl group 
in the Labour Party and the alliance 
of kibbutznik Mussa Harif and 
banker Ya’aeov Levinson are exam- 

*^'The leadership at the local level, 
however, is increasingly likely to be 
second-generation kibbutz bred. It 
is more pragmatic in orientation, 
and its political awareness is par- 
ticularly directed to those factors 
that impinge most directly on the 
kibbutz economy. The combination 
of rural upbringing and managerial 
responsibilities promises a relatively 
conservative orientation. 

One of the major developments 
within the kibbutz movement today 
is the gradual growth of repona 
power as compared to the national 
movement centres. In timet this 
shift In power will be felt in the 
political arena. It would be a 
reasonable guess that the coming 
generation of kibbutz leadership 
will be to the right of its predeces- 
sors. 


ALLAN E. SHAPIRO 


THE ACHIEVEMENT In the kib- 
butz movement in recent years in 
the fi^ of management has been 
truly Impressive. 'The development 
of appropriate training facilities has 
gone hand in hand with the growth 
of a cadre of trained technicians, 
capable of exploiting the most 
sophisticated management tools 
available. For them, the barriers 
between the different ideologically 
oriented national kibbutz move- 
ments are meBningless. 

Tomorrow’s kibbutz leaders are 
coming out of courses In kibbutz ad- 
ministration and management. 
Tliere is no compertmentalization 


in kibbutz life that can isolate the 
effects of this development. It will 
ensure llic enniiiuicd economic suc- 
cess of ihc kibbutz. At ihc sunic 
lime, it is likely to increase ihc 
weight of economic considerations 
in kibbutz decision-making. 

Should ihe kibbutz factory be ex- 
panded. in accordance 'wilh con- 
siderations of expanding markets 
and maximizing profits? Or should 
the over-all manpower require- 
ments of the kibbutz be the 
paramount consideration? Should 
the expansion be undertaken if it 
means more outside labour? 

These questions are likely to be 
answered differently, depending on 
the background of the decision 
makers. Here and there, one can 
find kibbutz managers who rcbv 
against their subservience to the 
democratic decision-making 
processes of the kibbutz. The more 
they regard the matter under discus- 
sion as requiring expertise, the more 
intolerant they, are apt to be of un- 
professional meddling. Will there 
come a day when two managers, 
one of whom is a kibbutznik, will 
have more in common than two kib- 
butzniks, one of whom is a 
manager? 

True, the kibbutz system of rota- 
tion preveriis the formation of a 
structured hierarchy within the kib- 
buU. However, Increasingly rota- 
tion becomes restricted to a limited 
range of managerial positions. To- 
day’s kibbutz industrial manager 
may tomorrow find himself the kib- 
butz treasurer or the factory 
production supervisor. Given his 
expensive training and experience, 
an extended break as a fruit-picker 
is today unlikely. It would be loo 
much of a luxury for the kibbutz 
and might pul an intolerable strain 
on the loyally of the individual in- 
volved^ 

Democratic habits in the kibbuu 
seem adequate today to ward off the 
dangers of technocracy. A hopeful 
sign Is the strengthening of popular 


(Rubin^erl 


participation in decision making 
through the evolution of new 
organizaiional frameworks, in purl 
lo perform functions no longer ade- 
quately tarried oui by tlic kihbiii/ 
general mceiing. 

liKliisiry. lumever. ha> ereaied a 
concentralion of economic power 
in ihc kibbuiz. for which 
ilenv'enilic controls are only a par- 
ital answer.' 

Instead of a pluralism of 
agricultural branches, the kibbutz, 
economy becomes dominated by ii 
single industrial enterprise, too 
large and complex to be under- 
stood, let alone controlled, by the 
rank and file. The greater part of 
the available productive manpower 
has only one avenue of employ- 
ment. However egalitarian the 
society, there is a world of dif- 
ference between the sovereign in- 
dividualism of a kibbutz member 
and the dependent crowd of 
worker-share holders that might 
develop in the future. 

A company town, even a socialist 
company town, even a» socialist 
company town wilh a democratical- 
ly responsible management, would 
provide a restrictive, parodual en- 
■vironmenl. It is hard lo imagine 
how those strangely attired, long- 
haired anarchists that look out to us 
from the photographs of the Second 
Aliya founding generation, would fit 
in. 


TWO TECHNOLOGICAL innova- 
tions, the computer and the 
telephone, are likely to have con- 
siderable impact in the immediate 
future. TTic problem wilh com- 
puters is that the kibbutz ideology 
does not go into the programnung. 
•As a management tool, the com- 
<puier tends to classiny people, not 
to know them. What it cannot quan- 
itify, it ignores. 

Tele^one facilities, a central 
kibbutz switchboard with exten- 
sions in every housing unit and 
place of work, at present introduced 
into a small number of kibbutzim, 
present an internal and an external 
challenge, following the path of the 
phone lines. Over the years, with 
the growth and diversity of the kib- 
butz, there has been an Inevitable 


loss of intimacy, of direct personal 
contact. Will the introduction of 
telephone communications within 
the kibbuiz result in a further 
brea kdown of face-io-facc 
relationships? 

Many regard direct, persona] 
contact fiindamenial to the social 
organization of the kibbutz. It is the 
secret, in this view, of the relative 
success of the informal system of 
social controls, dependent on public 
opinion, that makes it possible to do 
without police, courts, or formal 
sanctions. 

Even today, there is a noticeable 
Increase in the lawmaking that is go- 
ing on in the kibbutz, with an in- 
creasing codiiication .of, .the social 
norms, once thought loo self- 
evident and internalized to require 
formal statement. The growth of 
law may be a product of the loss of 
intimacy. But it itself encourages a 
further loss of intimacy. It becomes 
a factor in the further change in the 
quality of relationships within the 
kibbuiz, advancing the very process 
whose effects it was designed to 
counteract. 

But while telephone communica- 
tions within the kibbuiz may reduce 
unmedialed person-io-pcrsun con- 
tact, they make poasibip greater 
linkage beyond the perimeter of the 
community. In a society in which 
the boundaries arc important, the 
telephone provides an avenue of 
mobility, strengthening tics outside 
the kibbuiz. This is likely to be felt 
in relationships on the hasih of 
profession or family, ihal disregard 
the kibbutz sceuriiy barriers. 

PRESENT TRENDS are likd> to 
be intensified. Outside lies ha\e 
been growing in recent years in 
ease. Kibbutz members are in- 
creasingly likely to define 
themselves in terms of the work 
they do, not just on the basis of their 
kibbutz membership. There is an in- 
creasing identification with those 
who perform the same social role, 
whether within the kibbuiz or out- 
side it. 

’Family li«. extending beyond the 
kibbuiz, have also been changing. 
Recently, for example, the social 
committee of the United Kibbutz 
Movement suggested guidelines for 
financial aid for kibbuiz children 
who have left the community, iri the 
form of grants, loans, and tuition 
payments for hisher education or 
vocational training. (At the. same 
time, there would be increased ef- 
•forts lo return them to the fold.) 
While phrased in terms of the 
'emotional needs of the parents lo 
help their children who have 
decided on another form of life, 
ihere is implicit recognition of the 
family as an economic unit, dis- 
tegarding both kibbutz boundaries 
kd kibbutz ideology. 

' All the signs point to an increas- 
hg interaction of the kibbutz with 
he broader society, whether the 
Lbject Is political, economic, social 
jr — as in real life — all of them 
bgether. Conceivably, the kibbuiz, 
Ike a turtle, could develop a thick 
hell and learn to pull in its head for 
mtection. Such a concentration on 
tte techniques of surrival would be 
t|e surest path to extinction. 

"he author, who has Wight political 
sience at Israeli unlversttles, is a 
/amber of Hibbutz Degania Aleph. 
rt/.v article Vj' f)irai't^ from one 
iiVl'A appealed 'in th«i ' Jcritsiilcm 
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CpNTRASTINQ STYLES. While 
Prime Minister .Menichem Begin 
was ending (he Old Year \^i(h a vol- 
ley of attacks on the opposition and 
(he media, another top political 
figure was doing his best to close the 
wounds opened up in the election 
campaign. 

We are referring, of course, to 
President YJizbak Navon, chosen as 
(he most popular man of the year in 
polls conducted by the Pori 
organization and by Kol Yisrael. 
Not only did the President speak 
soothingly of ethnic problems in his 
Rosh Hashana Eve appearance on 
TV's Moked programme, he made 
similar remarks at (he founding 
ceremony for Negev Moshav 
Kadesh Barnea. On the same even- 
ing, he discussed relations between ' 
kibbutzim and neighbouring' 
development towns on a visit to i 
Mashavei Sadeh, 

NAVON'S popularity is the main . 
reason for Michael Reiser's attempt , 
to impose a political “cooling off : 
period on past presidents. However, 
the young MK*s initiative has not 
gained universal support, even in 
Hcrul. In a radio interview last 
week. Transport Minister Halm 
Corfu demurred, perhaps because 
he feared that such an action would 
have a tremendous political 
backlash. And what's more, said 
Corfu, a Navon “return” might not 
be entirely welcomed by those 
perennial contenders for the 
Labour top spot, Shimon Peres and 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

THE LONG LINE of candidates for 
the ministerial defence committee is 
becoming quite a headache for 
Begin. He has 15 of his 18 ministers 

AFTER working three nigh ts a 
week for TO'jeSfs'as 9 fwe’-lirmfc— 
newsreader on Stabai, the nightly 
television news programme, Carmit 
Guv noticed recently that she was 
onlv being culled once a week. Guy. 

N. I should point out ut this stage, 
one of the most articulate of the 
newsreaders, does her work in- 
telligently und is. moreover, com- 
pletely free of the distracting man- 
nerisms und genieelisms that affect 
some of her colleugues. 

The press learned of this state of 
affairs from one of their sources in 
TV House and the upshot was that 
Dr. Nitza Shapira-Libai, adviser on 
the status of women at the Prime 
Minister's Office, asked Broad- 
casting Authority Director-General 
Yosef "Tommy” Lapid to check 
reports that Guy had been dropped 
by Micha Limor, head of the news 
department, because “her ap- 
pearance is less attractive than that 
of other female announcers.” 

Dr. Shapira-Libai asked whether 
a similar yardstick is being applied 
to the male announcers. “It is un- 
reasonable Co suppose,” she added, 
“that the male announcers who ap- 
pear on TV were the best-looking of 
all the applicants for the Job,” and 
reminded Lapid of the president of 
(he Supreme Court's ruling on ;^s- 
crim {nation which demands eqiial 
treatment for all persons “where 
there is no real difference between 
them which is relevani /o ihai pur- 
pose. " 

In his reply. Lapid attacked the 
feminist “festival of hypocrisy" 
caused by the incident and declared 
his complete confidence in Limd^'s 
decision to use another wom|ln, 
who is also a free-lancer asi6 
“whose appearance on the screen 
seemed to him to be better.” Afber 
all, wrote Lapid, TV is a 
medium and he'd get rid, too, of jiny 
man who “looked bad" on the 


Healing talk 


PUBLIC FACES/Mark Segal 


clamouring for posts on the panel, 
not exactly what Ihe Agranat Com- 
mission recommended after the 
197.^ wur when it called for u tight, 
effective “war cabinet'' comprising 
half the ministers at most. 

How come IS? First there are six 
“must” members — Begin, Deputy 
Premier Stmha Ehrlich, Del^ence 
Minister Ariel Sharon Finance 
Minister Aridor, Foreign Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir and Interior-Police- 
Religious Affairs Minister Dr. Yosef 
Burg, on the list by virtue of his 
place at the head Ihe autonomy 
talks team. But there's also the mat- 
ter of Begin's promise of a spot to 
Yitzhak Moda’l, who accepted a 
cabinet seat but no portfolio. 

So much status attaches to the 
committee that three former 
members — Moshe Nisiini (Justice), 
Zevulun Hammer (Education), and 
Ellezer Shostak (Health) insist on 
retaining the seats (hey held during 
Begin's first administration. Other 
contenders are Tami's Aharon 
Abuhatzeira (Labour, Social Better- 
ment and Absorption), who feels 
it's a part of his ex-NRP 'birthright 
and Communications Minister 
Mordechal Ziporl the former deputy 
defence minister who still has not 
forgotten his rivalry with Sharon. 

Last, but not least, are Chief 
Economic Coordinator Ya'acov 
Mcridor and Transport Minister 
Corfu, who base (heir claims on 


long years of Herut seniority, und 
Deputy Premier David levy who 
bristles ui uny hint of a slight. The 
only non-cundidutes ut (his reading 
are Gideon Part (Trade and In- 
dustry), Yitzhak Berman (Energy): 
und Avraham Sharir (Tourism). 

NEWSMEN familiar with Moshe 
Dayan’s practice of checking galley 
proofs of his interviews were not 
surprised by stories that the ex- 
foreign minister had insisted on vet- 
ting sections of the script for Golda, 
the made-for-TV movie currently 
being filmed here. An interesting 
wrinkle of Dayan's reported agree- 
ment with Paramount is that the 
studio promise to deny he rewrote 
anything. Questioned about the 
stories, the Paramount people 
would only say that “General 
Dayan was most helpful in cor- 
recting the historical context.” 

FORMER FOREIGN SECRE- 
TARY Dr. David Owen, now a 
member of the British Social 
Democratic Party, will be guest 
speaker at a November Balfour Day 
dinner in Tel Aviv, sponsored by the 
Israel, Britain and Commonwealth 
Associution. 

THERE'S ROOM at the top in 
three of our educational institu- 
tions. Prof. Halm Ben-Shahar's an- 
nouncement that he's leaving his 
post as president of Tel Aviv 
University has been followed by 
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Carmit Guy 

ODDLY ENOUGH, Ihe TV staffers 
who, as we all know to our cost, are 
ready to strike at the drop of a hat 
arid do so frequently for the most 
trivial reasons, had nothing to say in 
the alTair. As a matter of fact, while 
Carmit Quy was being groomed for 
her new role as The Invisible Woman, 
they were busy calling a press con- 
ference to protest Lapid's counter- 
measures after they'd blacked out 
the jast three minutes of the 
previous week's Friday news 
magazine. 

Poor old Carmit might have 
recalled Hyida Baker's famous ex- 
tended metaphor. "When your own 
family turns its back on you and 
gives you the cold shoulder," the 
Lancashire comedienne used to 
complain, "then you know the end's 
in sight." 

LET US CONSIDER the case of 
Micha Limor, the man whose 
professional judgment led to the 
curtailment of Carmit Guy's ap- 
pearances on the ground of her ap- 
pearance. An Adonis he isn't; in 



Micha Limor 

fact, he resembles a harassed Hiber- 
nian rather than a Greek god. 

Limor's expression veers between 
the hurt and the puzzled, like the 
I RA man who tried to blow up a bus 
and burned his mouth on the ex- 
haust pipe. I am told that this air of 
quiet desperation is caused by his 
acute awareness of rthe frequent 
mispronunciations he makes on- 
screen. Getting the chop from him, 
Carmit Guy must have fell like An- 
nie Sullivan receiving a redundancy 
notice from Helen Keller. 

AND NOW, as they say In show-biz 
— which is what Micha Limor 
seems to think Mabat is all about — 
"Bring on the girls!” 

One of the women newsreaders 
has been appearing for 10 years and 
is first-class in all respects. The new 
girl at St. Tommy's also promises lo 
be an excellent newsreader once 
she overcomes her nervousness and 
her eyes stop focusing on the 
Teleprompter which seems to be 
above our heads while her pupils 


Michael Reiser 

similar statements from counter- 
parts Aluf (res.) Amos Horev at the 
Technion and Gershon Avner at 
Haifa University. 

FISH STORIES. One Jerusalem 
seafood restaurant has reported a 
flood of take-out orders for gefille 
fish since Labour MK Ra'anan 
Na'lm said that the stuff “makes me 
throw up.” And Na’im, from a 
Galilee moshav, has been getting all 
kinds of invitations since he made 
the statement — including one for a 
Geneva pilgrimage from World 
Sephardi Federation president Nes- 
slm Gaon. Na'im refused. 

NEW DEFINITION. Melech 
Toplol, long-time leader of Jewish 
communal activity in France, who 
has just been named a member of 
the Jewish .Agency Executive, 
recently told a JTA reporter in Paris 
that “a Jew who gives to (he Appeal 
is H Zionist. “ 


click buck and forth as if she's at 
Wimbledon,- 

1 think she'll do belter ne.xi term. 

Some of the other women suffer 
from an overdose of gentility, nibbl- 
ing the words exquisitely between 
the frontal incisors and their prissily 
pursed lips — the verbal equivalent 
of crooking their little fingers while 
drinking tea. 

When he was running the shop, 
Haim Yavin, a very sensible fellow 
and one of the best anchormen in 
the business, recognized the 
dangers of importing North Tel 
Aviv values into the studio. He 
warned the women not to strive to 
be beautiful. "Look as if you've ju.si 
walked In from the newsroom," he 
told them, "not from the beauty 
parlour.” 

The men are no iiuuince idols. 
There's not a Paul Newman, n 
Robert Taylor or a Clark Gable 
among them, and frankly my dear I 
don't give a damn as long as they do 
their job well and exhibit no dis- 
tracting deformities or facial tics. 

So let us sum up the situation so 
far: ugly men are OK ; men with 
speech impediments are or have 
been OK; extraordinarily beautiful 
women with speech impediments 
are OK. 

What is not acceptable, apparen- 

I -i* "7 director-general 

Lapid 5 description of Carmit Guy 
an excellent announcer” who is 

L M woman {isha 

oaan). Compare this description, 
in his confused reply to Dr. Shaplra- 
Libai, with his claim that he would 
be prepared to get rid of Yavin or 
news editor Ya'acov Ahimeir, loo, if 
they looked bad {nirim raV' 

I d like to ask the even-handed 
director-general a question. 

If, as you claim, Israel TV is free 
of sexual discrimination, why is it 
that in over 3,500 editions ot Mabal 
a woman hu never once been the 
anchorman? 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


The honey 
puzzle 

TORA AND flora 
L.. 1. Rabinowitz 


Portion of the Week: Ha'azinu 
Dent. 32. The verse discussed k 
V.14. 

ONE POINT this column ha$ 
hurped on (and dear reader, please 
forgive me for finding reason to 
mention it again) is that according 
to the rabbis, the “honey" men- 
tioned in the biblical descriptim of 
the Lund of Israel as “a land flowing 
with milk and honey” k not the 
product of the bee, but date hooey. 

On ly once, in Judges M, is ll^rei 
specific reference lo bee honey, k 
this week's portion, one verse mi^i 
conceivably be construed as ref^ 
ing lo bee honey. It states (hat (hi 
will make the people of Israel‘s 
ride in the high places of the earih 
und cause them to eat of the chokt 
produce of the fields. And HewiI 
make them to suck honey out t^tbe 
rocks and oil from the flinty rock." 

Surely “honey from the rock" 
refers to that produced by bees, 
which feed on the wild lltmn 
growing in the rocks. But the rabbis 
will not have it. They maintain thai 
here too. the reference is lo date 
honey. They suy that R. Judah loM 
his son in Sikhnin, in the rocky 
Galilee where he lived, logo up to 
the uftic and bring him a cake of 
pressed d.itcs from a barrel. The son 
went, but returned stating that the 
barrel was full of honey. His father 
then told him thut the honey was 
only flouting on the .surf&ce d the 
barrel; if he would plunge his hand 
ilveper into it. he uxmld find the 
solid cuke. 

fhe rabbis suy the whole passage 
\s praise of the bcuuiy and fecundity 
of the Umd of f.sruel. Some may 
doubt whether indeed, as they say. 
the “high places of the earth” refer 
lo (he Lund of Israel. According to 
them it Is “the highest place on 
eiirth" (which conveniently 
overlooks the fact that the Dew! 
Sea Is the Iswcsi point on earth) 
There Is no doubt, however, ihauhe 
piissagc. as a whole, is in praise of 
the agricultural fertiiUy of krael 
and the excellence of its produce, 
Sikhnin, in fact, though in the rocky 
part of Galilee, wu.s specially 
praLsed for U.s fertility (TuhAh'’'/* 
20.9), and wluil Ihe phrase states b 
that even (his unpromising soil wit' 
produce luscinns dales. 

This interpretation Is supported 
by Ihe phrase that follows; “nndofl 
from the flinty rock.” Here Bgain 
the excellency of the oil-producii^ 
olives in another place in Griiler. 
Sephoris, rocky though it was. * 
cited In u similar story. 

"It once lidppened that R. 
said lo his son in Sephoris. **Go5f 
to the attic and bring down soffit 
cakes of pressed olives," but wbw 
he went up, he found that the aiw 
was swimming with oil." _ 

Engaged 

EIGHT MONTHS after arriving in 
Israel, from nearly a decade in 
Soviet labour camps, forme* 
Prisoner of Zion Yosef Men- 
delevich, 32, has become engage^ 
to an Isrueli girl. , 

Mendelevich met Kati Sarousa. 
teacher at Jerusalem’s Macho 
Gold, through her volunwcf 
in the Soviet aliya activist orgamM^ 
lion "I Am My Brother’s 
Saroussi, 22, recently 
studying special education. Sh* 
Orthodox. Her parents are fto 
Tunisia and Algeria. 
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Students at work in the machine shop at the Scllgsherg Brandeis Vocational High School. 

Cloud over Hadassah school 


ON AUGUST 31. the day before ' 
the beginning of the new school 
year, the staff of the Seligsbprg 
Brandeis Vocational High School in 
Jerusalem were called to an 
emergency meeting at which Frieda 
Lewis, president of the Hadassah 
Zionist Organization, and eight past 
presidents and treasurers an- 
nounced the phasing out and' clos- 
ing down of the school. 

The school wa.s the brainchild of 
Henrietta Szold, who in the 1940s 
convinced the Hadassah women of 
the need for a vocational school for 
girls in Jerusalem. Hadassah 
Women were pioneers in setting up 
this model project as the idea was 
somewhat foreign in educational 
circles at the time. Hadassah funded 
the school from the very beginning. 

The school began with only a few 
departments; nutrition, fashion and 
art. Over the years other sections 
were added; a secretarial course 
was established as well as one for 
training laboratory technicians. 

About 11 years ago, on the basis 
of a decision of the Hadassah 
women. Seligsberg merged with the 
Brandeis Boys’ School and the 
school became co-educatlonal, of- 
fering tuition in mechanics, 
electronics and, later, computer 
sciences. Tiie result was that some 
boys began studying what were 
previously considered subjects for 
girls, such as the secretarial work 
and art, and girls . were able to 
choose electronics and computers. 

THE SCHOOL today has over 700 
pupils and eight departments, with 
four possible courses of study. Ac- 
cording lo Rahel Rosner, who 
teaches literature and is a special 
adviser'for studies, this flexibility in 
the programme gives the pupils as 
many alternallves as possible to 
choose from and enables them to 
graduate at whatever level they are 
able to reach. The fact that a pupil 
who previously was not successful' 
academically has the chance to 
prove himself in a trode, erften has a 
beneficial effect on hii other studies 
well. 

Sixty-five per cent of the pupils at 
the school graduate with a full 
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mairicolation plus u useful trade. 
Another 20 per cent graduate with a 
partial mutriculuiion at the end of 
their I2lh yearv thc>e pupiU van 
defer their ormy service and study 
intensively for an extra half year in 
order to complete their certificate. 
The remaining IS percent receive a 
vocational certificate which is 
recognized by the Labour Ministry. 

The flexibility of the programme 
and the individual attention given to 
each pupil creates opportunities for 
culturally deprived pupils that 
wouldn't be available in any other 
framework. Rosner claims that at 
least half of these pupils would be 
dropouts if it weren't for this in- 
dividualized approach. 

Uri First, the vice principal and 
history teacher, claims that several 
pupils who didn't succeed in regular 
schools' and got lo Seligsberg in their 
lOth and I Ith year of studies, have 
adapted well and become excellent 
pupils. First believes that education 
should deal with the needs of the 
whole person, relating not only to 
the intellect but also giving the child 
a chance lo develop in other ways. 

■ The school also places great im- 
portance on the social and personal 
development of the pupil. Use is 
made of the research conducted at 
the Hebrew University by Prof. 
Frankenstein and others on the sub- 
jects of culturally deprived youth, 

SELIGSBERG is known for fU dfi- 
cipline and organization on the one 
hand, and its supportive atmosphere 
on the other. 

Janiha Bard, a former university 
lecturer and high school teacher in 
England, says she sent her two 
daughters to the school at the 
recoi^endation of the Advisory 
Service for New Immigrants. Her 
daughters feel the school Is special 
because of the flexibility of its 
programme. The girls, she saysj are 
somewhat ambivalent about the 
rigid discipline, but since they are 
aware of the genuine concern of the 
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tcacherK, they wouldn't have it any 
other wuy. 

Their pride in the school led them 
10 persuade other children from 
their elementary school in East 
Talpioi lo enroll at this school 
rather than at a “high-status 
school"; and the number of 
auliulu^hciilly high-level pupils ap- 
plying lo the school has been in- 
creasing every year. 

The teachers fee) that Dina Eps- 
tein. the principal, has, for the last 
ihree years greatly developed (he 
progressive atmosphere there. The 
openness to new ideas and methods 
and the acceptance of new teachers 
with fresh approaches, has helped 
locreaieapositive approach among 
the staff, who in such an at- 
mosphere are willing to give much 
more of their time and effort than 
they have lo. 

THE ACHIEVEMENTS of the 
school’s fashion department are 
well known, not only in Israel but 
also throughouuAmerica among the 
Hadassah chapters. Yearly fashion 
shows are prepared by the school’s 
fashion department and have often 
been presented overseas. 

The cloud that has now fallen 
over the Seligsberg-Brandeis School 
has had a strong effect on the staff. 
'Hadassah claims it can no longer 
carry the financial burden of the 
school and U therefore forced to 
close it down. This will be done In 
stages, beginning in September, 
1982, when no new pupils v411 be ac- 
cepted. By 1984, the school vrill 
close down completely. 

There had been talk of transferr- 
ing the school to the control of the 
municipality, but the prospect of 
closing it had never been raised. ' 

It is through the kind of 
technologicial education prodded at 
.Seligsberg that disadvantaged 
children are rehabilitated in Israel. 
Hadassah apparently Intends to use 
the money it will have when the 
school closes to enlarge the Hadas- 
sah Community College. 'This la un- 
fortunate because the school is a 
necessory part of the educational 
system, while the college is more of 
a luxury. 
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THE ARTS 

A worthy record 

Post drama critic Mendel Kohansky looks back at 
the year in the theatre and finds it has been a time 
of some notable achievenents. 

WHEN SUMMING up a past had a resplendent set coin- 

season, it is tempting to detect re* piete with restaurant and harbour, 
cent trends. Are there more local and with Italian landscape in the 
And lex^cr foreign comedies'? background. The same desigi^r. 
Where did Brecht go? Why so much hydia Pincus-Oani, surpassed 
Shakespeare? It is easy to spot herself in Habimah's production of 
trends, but the trouble is one's T^e Marrtf^ei^ Figaro. Shtbui\tM 
wrong most of the time. The next entire opera house in Louis XVI 
season frequently confounds the style. 

critic. So I’ll just note some Shakespeare suft'ered from this 
characteristics of the season visual onslaught — Habimah’s 
without drawing any conclusions. Twefflh Night, directed by Omri 
[ noted, for instance, the total Nitzan, yielded its poetry to the 
absence lust your of light Americun gimiqicks. There was the beach with . 
and E^l^h/c^edies (Neil, Simon chairs ' and umbrellas' descending 
where ard 'y<^, which iri'the' past 'from heaven/ there were pretty girls 
held siich an iihportant place in' the > in bikinis playing ball under blue 
repertory, especially the Cameri's. Riviera skies. 

Is public taste, as interpreted by , At the other edge of the 
theatre directors, ciianging? spectrum, the Cameri’s Othello, 
Moreover, we had- four directed by Hy Kalus, had a glitter- 
Shakespeare productions, evenly ing traditional set. Actors wore 
divided among the four repertory opulent period costumes. Set 
theatres. Have we become so and costumes dominated the itage, 
cuUured. sometimes resembled 

There are no clear answers to mannequins at a fashion-show, 
these questions but one trend 1 

noted a numberofyears ago is more it IS NO accident that some of the 
evvdem than ever. It hu become better productions of the season 
one of the most marked features, used simple sets, and avoided too 
perhaps in fact it a the salient many stage-effects. Jean-Claudc 
feature, of braeli theatre. I am Qrumberg’a The Workshop, at 
speaking of the tendency to lavish Habimah, was a sincere and moving 
display and the resort to stage gim- pi^y about Jewish survivors of the 
_ L Holocaust, resident in Paris, who 


■ ^ mm r***/ «SVWt 0 St aUlVlWWlB b||% 

_ L Holocaust, resident in Paris, who 

Our repertory ^eatres, with try to reconstruct their lives after 
Habimah and the C^eri in the the trauma of the camps. The set 
lead, are compelitora in a race to was a realistic tailor shop; and 

seta and Micha l Qovrin was a sensitive and 
costumes ano'an-the-visnal irl c ks uf ■ Tia nea rdlrgcRff; ' — ' 
modem stage technique. The com- There was no scenery at all in 
panies resort to these devices for Adam’s Purim Party, a stage adap- 
their own sake but frequently also In talion of part of Yoram KanlUk’s' 
order to conceal deficiencies in novel Adam ResswMed. it was 
staging and acting. presented by the newly founded 

*KI ev'T-nc&iD I Theatre Group. Us characters were 

AN EXTREME example was survivors of the Holocaust also, but 
Camens A Tale Pvad^e, the jn infinitely worse shape than 
stage adaptation of lUik Manger's Grumberg’s. They acted out their 
p(wm about the Garden of Eden, insanity in the empty space of the 
Abraham, Ring David, King stage. 

Solomon and other persons of im- 
portance were treated by the Yid- tucdcuaucdccvi.- 
dish poet in a lovingly familiar man- two original' 

■ . »y plays of outstanding merit in the 


nen in the play they became a SS «Unn c ®’"*i u 
bunch of cliwnV They pranced r"" 

about on a huge nage where David Z J.r T 

shdrSp » t. “nolher. Ii is a record we can be> 


Sharir had design^ a postcard 
pretty Garden of Eden in pseudo 


proud of. Good plays are rare even: 
in countries with such a slrongl 


Oriental style. Inventive stage h„i« « 
technicians contrived flyiiw angels many. * ' 

or the appeyance an^ disap- Predictably enough, the two plays 
pearanco of all kinds of objects. were by Israel's leading playwrights, 

Theatre dW^n't mcVm "" different from each 

Theatre didnt escape the trend, other as their creators. They had 

ASNESSIMLEVYandEilanEban flM 

recently discovered, to produce an flllllS OH A 

Israeli film these days you have to 

be nothing less than a financial . 

wizard. To raise the S200,000 BETWEEN ACTS 

needed to make intimate Story, t_ _ ^ 

which has opened in Tel Aviv, DOrSien 

they had to turn to both the govern- 

meni and private investors — and like the Eisenberg Group and David 
then forgo their own salaries. The Mosevics of Elite, 
film tells' the story of a young kib- Then, because 90per centofthe 
butznik (Hava Alberstein) who has movie waste beshotoakibbutz, we 
trouble having children and keeping persuaded the kibbutz we thought 
her marriage intact. had the best look, Einat(near Rosh 

"We began by winning two grants Ha'ayin) to "invest" services. 'The 
from the Fund to Encourage kibbutzniks didn’t know at first how 
Quality Films,’*' explained Levy, much was involved — cast and crew 

"The first went to help the director, ale in the dining room for four 
Nadav Levitan, develop a script weeks, they gave us locations, 
from the short story he published props, extras and even some actors. 
one-and^a^halLyearsagoinFrosei a But It worked out well. The con- 
literary magazine/' The' second paid tnbution equalled about 10 per cent 
for one-third of the film and made it of the budget and made it possible 
possible to attract serious investbrs for us to pay our crew. That was a 



Yoram Kaniuk 

one shared feature. They didn't 
cater to the public, they attempted 
to tell disturbing truths, existential 
or historical. 

Hanoch Levin's The Si^erit^s of 
Job asked the basic questions: What 
is man? What is the meaning of his 
life on earth? And the answer, os 
anyone who has followed the 
playwright's work over the past 
decade would expect, is that there is 
no meaning. Man is a hodgepodge 
of unrelated fragments, and a 
plaything in the hands of a superior 
power some call God. 

The biblical Job suffered in order 
that his faith be tested. Once he had 
withstood the test, God restored to 
him his health and riches, in Levin’s 
godless universe there is neither 
trial, punishment nor reward. Job is 
Everyman, a human being bom to 
suffer. The play ends with him im- 
paled on a stoke. As his friends turn 
away he pleads "Don’t leave me 
alone with God." 

Levin’s play is about the essential 
misery of human existence, and is 
more cruel than anything else he 
has written till now. A barely alive 
creature, vaguely resembling a 
human being, crawling, licked up 
the vomit of the rich, hii exclusive 
diet. Nazi-like soldiers of an 
anonymous empire beat their vic- 
tims with steel gloves, and blood ran 
freely. Afflicted with an unbearable 
itch, Job writhed in pain. He tore 
off his clothes to reveal a body 
covered with sores. 

In quite a different manner, 
Yehoshua Sobol set out to shock his 
audience into considering vital 
national problems. His Wars of the 
Jews, based for the most part on the 
history of Josephus, but with bor- 
rowings also from the Talmud and 
the Apocrypha, was an imerpreta- 


Films on a shoestring 


principle with us. Other companies 
pay them only half a salary and 
promise ihe rest when — and if — 
the movie makes money. None do. 
In the past two yean, through the 
Fund, 1 1 movies have been made 
and not one has been able to return 
a cent." 

THE THREESOME, who have 
nothing but praise for the Fund and 
Baruch Dinar, the veteran 
producer/director who advised 
them, blame critics and local 
audiences for the difficult condi- 
tions faced by filmmakers trying fo 
create an "Israeli cinema." 

"If our films were Hungarian or 
. Czech and subtitled in Hebrew, 
we’d have no problem breaking 
iven,’’ said Levitan. "But Israelis 
won’t support Israeli films. 


Hanoch Levin 

tion of the disastrous uprising 
against the Romans which ended in 
total defeat. He presents it as an act 
of mad nationalism encouraged by 
religious fanatics. The forces of 
enlightenment are represented by 
Yohanan Ben Zakkai, who had 
hinlaelf smuggled out of the 
besieged capitali and afierwards 
founded the academy at Yavne 
(thereby preserving the nation's 
spiritual heritage). 

^obo) clearly intends the analogy 
between ancient and contempprary 
times. The conflict between the 
forces of obscurantism and of 
tolerance, then and now, is the un- 
derlying theme of the play. 

He cast it in the shape of an 
orulorio. It is ceriainly a most 
powerful iheairical e.spericncc. 

Yehoshua Sobol also wrote The 
Last of the Wt»kers. a play about 
A.O. Gordon, the ideologist of the 
country's worker pioneers. A daring 
experiment, it was a play on a 
serious .subject written and staged in 
the form of a circus show. The hero 
himself was made up as a clown, 
and the cast included other clowns. 
Jugglers and strongmen. 

The play was occasionally amus- 
ing, sometimes thought-provoking 
— mainly about the gap between- 
old theory and present reality — but 
for the most part puzzling. Its mes- 
sage was designed for younger peo- 
ple who know very little about the 
early pioneering days. However, it 
was an obscure message, 

A PLAY about a much more recent 
past was Adam'x Purim Party, btiscd 
on the Yoram Kaniuk novel, Adam 
■Resurrected. The characters, us 
mentioned above, arc survivors of 
the Holocaust, and inmutes of an in- 
sane asylum. 

THE THIRTEENTH annual 
Hassidic Song Festival, produced 
by MIki Peled, is being held these 
days in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and 
Haifa. 

The 12 songs, all based on prayers 
or on texts from the Bible, were 
selected from 700 entries submitted 
from Israel and abroad. 

On October H, at a Tel Aviv 
Museum benefit for the War 
Against Cancer, Peled will give 
locals a chance to see a verdoii of 
the Hassidic Song Festival he takes 
abroad each year. Unlike what we 
see here, k is not a competition but 
a full-scale show with dancing, 
sketches and costumes. 

AVIVA MARKS is going 
abroad with her new one-womao 
show, Coming Home. The presenta- 
tion, slated to play the U.S.. 
Europe. South Africa and Australia, 
combines excerpts from Jewish 


Yehoshua Soho! 

Adam Ben Keiev, a circus-dose 
before imprisonment in a co&< 
centration camp, presides over ihe 
Purim parly, which is supervisedby 
hospital staff. 

Adam is an intelligent and v- 
ticulate man. and explains how he 
survived by playing the part of the 
camp commandant's dog. It became 
hard to live with his memories, and 
his solution is schizophrenia. 

The play was directed by Noia 
Chilton, who had a hand alio in 
adapting the narrative for the stage, 
The production was very realiitic, 
and it was easy to forget one was 
simply watching a play, h poud 
several questions about the nature 
of theatrical experience. 

ANOTHER PLAY directed by 
Nolu Chilton was so realistic that 
daily life took the place of theatre. 
Battered Wives was a play — and I 
am using the term in the loosest pos- 
sible sense — written by life. It was 
about women who escaped from 
their domestic hells into a tem> 
porary shelter. 

The play consisted of individual 
life stories but they had been 
gathered from real life. The seven 
young actresses had iniervU'^ed 
women using the sheiter, and 
modelled their performances on Ihe 
behaviour and speech they en- 
countered (here. Battered Wivesiti 
valuable document about human 
misery but -stretches the definition 
of theatre to the breaking point, It 
had questionable validity as a work 
of art. 

However, it's refreshingly d'fi 
ferent (like the earlier play o» 
by The Theatre Group) from thi 
routine fare of our repertory 
theatres. And every breath of fredi 
air is welcome. 




Aviva Marks 

literature with slides and rouslc. R 
tells the story of Marks’ own sliys 
from London and the nation's own 
"homecoming" which began wllj 
the first oleh, the pairief?® 
Abraham. The show begins with * 
quotation from Hanna SzenWi 
parachuted into occupied EuropJ 
during World War II, and ends wltu 
a poem written by, Naomi Shemcr 
for Prisoner trf Zion Ida Nudel. 
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PUSINESS AMD FINANCE 

Local plant forced to close 
as European market slumps. 


Call for five-day I New curbs set for imports 


HAIFA. — All 158 employees of 
the Miles Chemicals citric acid fac- 
tory here received dismissal notices 
last Monday, the eve of Rosh 
Hashana. 

The 19-year-old plant, which ex- 
ported most of its production to 
Europe, is closing down because 
citric acid prleei have eoUapaed on 
the receiiion-hlt European markets 
during the past year. 

Miles is the first export-oriented 
factory in Haifa to close down and 
its closure will alio effect its main 
raw materials luppUera, the Galam 
starch factory, tne Fertilisers and 
Chemicals Company and the Even 
Vesld company. 

The government considered the 
possibilTty of helping the factory 
over the recession, but was unable 
to come up with the maistve sup- 
port needed to overcome the losses 
sustained during the past year, with 
no change for the better expected in 
the near future. 

Miles general manager Kenneth 
Beck told The Jerusalem Post that a 
small skeleton staff will be selected 
from among the dismissed workers 
to keep the plant ready to resume 
production if the market revives. 


Beck said the processing of 
materials already in production is to 
be completed by Yom Kippur, when 
the plant will Iw closed. 

However, the employees have 
been given a month’s notice and will 
be paid until the end of October. 
Agreement hu also been reached 
with the works committee on “ap- 
propriate" severance pay. 

Beck said that Miles will meet 
its commitments to domestic 
customers from its own stocks and 
from die U.S. parent company in 
Elkhart, Indiana, which also 
produces strictly kasher citric acid 
under rabbinical licence. Citric acid 
is used in the soft drink and food 
preservation Industrlet. 

In another local industry, about 
60 employees of the Na’aman 
ceramics company are expecting to 
be fired because (he local market is 
being inundated with cheap ee ramie 
goods from the Far East. 

The Acre plant's management 
has inrurmed the local labour coun- 
cil of its decision to fire 60 workers, 
and the council requested a meeting 
after the holidays with Trade and 
Industry Minister Gideon Patl to 
discuss the situation. 


work week 

Jcraaalcu Post RqMrtcr 

Labour and Social Affairs 
Minister Aharon Abuhatzeira 
has requested the Justice 
Ministry to prepare a bill for in- 
troducing a five-day working week 
throughout the economy. 

Abuhatzeira also asked that the 
bill ensure that important services 
required by a wide cross-section of 
citizens will continue to function on 
Friday or any other day set aside as 
a second day of rest. Abuhatzeira 
stressed the Importance of a second 
day off each week as a means of 
reducing absenteeism. 

During the coalition talks prior to 
the formation of a new government, 
proposals were made for a rapid in- 
troduction of a five-day week. In 
order to cut down sports and other 
activity on the sabbath. By next 
year, it is forecast that half of Israeli 
industry will already be working a 
five-day week, even without legisla- 
tion. Working teams are to be set up 
by the ministry to plan the gradu^ 
shift to a five-day week and to ex- 
amine the implications of the move 
for entertainment centres and for 
public and private transport. 

Military exports 


Agritech 81 was big success increase 40% 

V n.. cut MA/^7 


By LEA LEVA VI 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — Centres for the dis- 
tribution and maintenance of Israeli 
agricultural machinery will be 
opened in the U.S., Latin America, 
Europe end South .Africa as a result 
of the huge success of the Agritech 
exhibition at the Fair Grounds here 
rcccniK 

Rafi Ramon of the .Agriculture 
.Mmistr) sa>s that farmers abroad 
arc used to buying their nmcliinery 
from distributors in Ihcir own urea, 
whi* iiLo h;uc ^piirc parts in .stock. 
Thc> ;irc u.scd 10 ordering such 
equipmem mombs in advance from 
H foreign countrs. he .said. The new 


ceiilrcN vuM pn>vide tlii> lociil 
acce.-*s. a** well .in ■•pp‘’rn'niiv i«' 
make rtucijsii cii-.ii'iner. more 
auarv wh.n l>,r.ivli .lariciilinrc has 
achic'cil. 

"Alter Agritech 79. when wc an* 
nounced that we would hold 
Agritech 81, we worried whether 
there would be enough new things 
to show after only two years," 
Ramon said. "In fact, the advances 
in these two years were so great that 
we were pleasantly surprised. We 
don’t have any fears about Agritech 
83, which will be held in September 
of that year. 

Over 120,000 visitors came to the 
four-day exhibition, including 1,300 
from 68 countries. 


Car production to be renewed in Nazareth 


Post Economic Reporter 
Assembly of automobiles at the 
Upper Nazareth Ford plant will 
resume within a year following a 
promise by Industry and Trade 
Minister Gideon PaU that the 
government will purchase the 
Escort cars if they match inter- 
national standards. PaU serves as 
chairman of the ministerial commit- 


tee on motor vehicles. Production 
of the cars was halted a year ago. 

Owners of the factory asked for 
Patt's promise after encountering 
financial difficulties. A drop in de- 
mand for trucks it assembles 
threatened to cause layoffs of 
dozens of workers. Renewal of 
Escort production will ensure that 
the jobs are not lost. 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Ecooomfe Keporter 

The Ministry of industry and 
Trade will Impose restrictions on 
the import of products that compete 
with those locally made, Minister 
Gideon J^tt told a press conference 
here last week. The restrictions are 
to be applied firat of all to countries 
with which Israel hu no trade 
agreements, 

Patt said that, as an example of 
the new policy, he is delaying giving 
an additional import Ucence for 
refrigerators- from Singapore, 
although the appliances are already 
in Eilat port. The Crystal firm hu 
already brought in 3,000 
refrigerators and another 400 are in 
Eilat awaiting clearance. 

Another product to be restricted 
is cotton thread from Brazil, which 
Patt said Is being dumped in foreign 
markets at a price less than the cost 
of the cotton used to make the 
thread. "We will not be a Garden of 
Eden for other countries," ho said. 

Speaking to representatives of the 
Manufacturers Association and to 
economic reporters, Patt said that 
Israel cannot afford to be indif- 
ferent to “dumping" by other 
countries and must protect its own 
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.Minister Pall 

industry and work force. 

As part of the new protectionist 
policy, the ministry has set up a S20 
million fund to encourage the 
marketing of Israeli products 
abroad, primarily in the U.S., South 
America and Asia. Halt said the aid 
is intended to help local industry 
out of the slump caused by Euro- 
pean currency fluctuations and will 
be made available for a lengthy 
period. 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 
Israel's military exports may grow 
this year by 40 per cent, reaching 
S700 million. This estimate is based 
on published export figures for the 
first eight months of 1981. which 
show i) considcrabic rise fur mcinl- . 
electronics and other branches 
producing military equipment. 

The Military Industries sold 
IS 1.15 billion worth of goods in 
1979. the equivalent then of S300 
million, two-thirds of it abroad. The 
share of the Military Industries' out- 
put for export rose in 1979. and cur- 
rent indications are that this trend is 
continuing for 1981 and is also en- 
compassing other firms producing 
military equipment. 

The forthcoming government 
yearbook, in its survey of the 
Defence Ministry, states that half of 
the country's military exports in 
1979 were items developed in Israel, 
such as armour-piercing ammuni- 
tion, the Oalil assault rifle and cer- 
tain types of flares. 

Expanding export markets are 
important for the defence establish- 
ment because they permit the 
maintenance of a large-scale 
production capacity that can be 
shifted to local needs in time of war. 



rhe new Gtiies ofJeni\aU>m mcdnl Is the first iti n ffniyiantt svt \ cs . 

Boom in coins, medals exports 


TEL AVIV. — The just issued 
report of ihe Israel Government 
Coins and Medals Corporation 
llGCMCifor I980.ri<)81 shows that 
some 48 per cent of its annu/il sales 
of IS6S..trri. were exports. These ex- 
ports came to a gain of S3 per 
cent over the previous period. In 
the preceding report exports ac- 
counted only for about one third of 
all sales. 

.According to Eliezer Shiloni. 
IGCMC director-general, the 


gro)xih in sales was aitributJhIe to 
.m expansion of the subscribers lists 
as well as a careful super) ision o\er 
nexx issues, w'htch e.ise the corptnu- 
lion greater credibihi) 

Oper.iline proiits. before com- 
missions and income tux. stood at 
lS2.t.0m. This compares with 
IS7.0m. a tear jgu and reflects a 
real growth of some 24 per cent. 

Net profits toiallcd IS22.6m. as 
compared with ISI0.2m. The net 
' prcfiis showed a ^niall real decline. 


Cash registers for all taxis? 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Pott Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — The country's 6,500 
taxi owners are up in arms — this 
time over a new income tax regula- 
tion, ordering them to install cash 
registers in their cubs. Howexer, a 
dearth of registers and buteaucruiie 
foDl-dnigging inuke it impossible for 
the owners to comply xxith the re- 
quirement. 

Cash registers that print out a 
receipt are an original creation of 
the local tax authorities. Nowhere 
else In the world do cabs have cash 
registers. Three Israeli companies 
have developed suitable inslru- 
,ments and Elbit, one of the three, 
{'unnoun):))d revenilx that it could 
have several hundred models 
available, but only by the middle of 
this month. 

However, only one of the three com- 
panies hu received approval from 
the Israel Standards Institute and 
none of them hu received Tran- 
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j sport Ministry approval, which is 
< mandatory b^ore Ihe cuh register 
lean be installed in any local taxi. 

Shlomo Osherov, chairman of the 
j Israel Taxi Owners Organization, 
'.said recently the owners want the 
]lBx authorities to pul down as a 
ibusineu lou the some IS7.000 in- 
vested in the existing, soon-to-be 
ibsolete taxi meter. They also de- 
nand government aid in purchasing 
he new device, which will cost 
tore than IS15.00O. The authoritie^ 
ave said no to both requests. 

.Meanwhile, only auihurised 
'ill be permitted to carry* pas- 
:ngera from the airport. The taxis 
nd their drivers will bear special 
IcntiricatioA'tags and dte drivers 
' ill have to be neatly dressed. 
iThe new arrangement goes into 
meet following a Supreme Court 
r ling recently, iwhich fvjeelcil the 
r qiie.si of the liii:ui|liori/ed drixers 
t he itilowed to coniuuic plying the 
.i;pori routes. 
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Looking ahead 

THE COMING year. 5742 in (he Jewish calendar, may be said lo 
hu\e the making of a "year of de:ision'' with greater justification 
than h usual ^^hen such predictions are made this time of the year. 

For one thing, (his is (he year in vhich Israel will be evacuating the 
Iasi .sirotch of Sinai that is slill uncbr its control, and Egypt will have 
no better reason than its genuine interest in the cause of peace to 
keep and expand it. The question ippcrmost in many Israeli minds is 
simply th><:; nill Egypt maintain ill commitment lo normal relations 
v\ith Israel even though it would not be gaining in consequence any 
more territory? 

There are. it seems, some good practical reasons why the answer 
should be in the afTirmative. The best reason lies in the fact that the 
peace with Israel was not just Egypt's price for the recovery of Sinai, 
but, perhaps even more important, the means of relieving (he 
greatest .Arab country of the incubus of a conflict that proved to be 
insoluble by war. 

Besides, (he peace was the indispensable instrument whereby 
Egypt was to be u.ssured of (he effective patronage of the U.S.. sub- 
stituting for oppressive surveillance by the Soviet Union. 

When Egypt signed the pence treaty . a year and a half ago. it did 
< 0 . however, in the expectation that its example would soon be 
followed by other Arab stales. This has not happened so far. and is 
not \ery likely to happen this coming year. Egypt's major hope of 
swinging the Arab world behind it still rests in large measure on the 
transitional autonomy for (he Piilestininns in Judea, Samaria and 
Giizu. ugreed upon ui Camp David. 

The originiil deadline fur an actual autonomy blueprint is now long 
past, and the autonomy talks have only now been resumed after u 
long htaiiis. President Sadat and Premier Begin have both voiced the 
cuiuiclion during the past few days that an agreement on principles 
could be reached within the next three months. 

La.si week's new round of talks in Cairo, the first after the long in- 
terruption. held out .some hope, therefore, that the resumed effort 
might be productive. There are slill some 15 major issues relating to 
the autonomy on which the parlies are wide apart. 

Rcmcinhering how relentlessly and poinllessly Egyptian and I.sracii 
negotiators kept (reading water during the long months of their 
earlier talks, it would be unrealistic to c.xpect instant miracles at this 
lime. Rut ill least both Israel and Egypt realize that (intc is running 
out. and that ii supreme crforl must be miide lo achieve success. 

Whether the parlies are quite ready to make the concessions that 
will have lo bo made lo that end. remains to be seen. But at least 
Israel, for its pan. has made a signiricant move by seeking to enlist 
the Palestinians themselves in the uatonoiny process. 

Cabinet etidorsemeiu of Defence Minister Sharon's plan for the 
wpariiilon of the civil ian fro m the mililury uspccls of adminislrulion 
In ih'u' lerfllvJTUit’. Ullll fui iU“U|»lTiig PRleMinian^ lnio service-on. the 
civilial hide, is ceritijn. It constitutes a clcar-cut unilalcraltinder- 
taking by this country lo move off deud centre in pushing fur a viable 
system of seir-govcrnm'enl for the Palestinians in the territories. 

Altogether it can be said (hat the government has taken some 
welcome new iniiiaiivos as the nation enters the New Year; the new 
approach on the autonomy talks, the civiliun administration for 
Judea. Samaria und Gazu. und. last week. Foreign Minister 
Shamir's surprise meeting with Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Grumy ko. 

More examples of such fresh thinking will be needed as the coun- 
try takes up the challenges of 5742. 
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•\NDRE1 GROMYKO, the Soviet 
Foreign Minister, is the only sur- 
viving and Slill active diplomat 
who took part in the 1947 UN 
General Assembly session in New 
York which approved the parti- 
tion of Palestine and the creation 
of a Jewish Stale. The people of 
Israel lo this day owe him and the 
Soviet Union a debt of gratitude 
for his dramatic siaiement at (he 
lime, advocating the eslablish- 
mcnl of a permanent home for the 
Jewish people after centuries of 
wandering and persecution. 

Moreover, it was again 
Gromyko who. in .Vfarch 1948. cf- 
feclivcly opposed a U.S. move lo 
drop the partition plan “lem- 
puranlv " and to set up instead a 
L'\ injsiceship in Palestine, an 
.American move giving in to Arab 
aggression which was making a 
peaceful transition from British 
rule impossible. Gromyko 
declared then that the "Soviet 
fjovernmenl stood by the parti- 
tiun scheme as being best 
c.tlculaied to serve the interests of 
hiiih communities in Palestine." 
lie denounced the U.S. change of 
.iiiiiude. accusing the Americans 
of "sacrificing the interests of the 
people of Palestine und striking a 
blow' at the United Nations." 

Soviet diplomuls. including Mr. 
(iromvko himself, (u this dav refer 
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lo the historic speech of 1947 as 
basic proof that Moscow supports 
the continued existence and 
security of the Slate of Israel, 
despite the Soviet Union's persis- 
tent anti-Israel policy. 

The Kremlin's increasingly 
hostile attitude towards Israel was 
a regular feature in (he relations 
between the two countries during 
most of the llrst 19 years of Israel's 
existence, despite the fact that 
Moscow and Jerusalem then slill 
maintained full diplomatic rela- 
tions. But the severing of these 
relations by Moscow in June 1967, 
In the wake of the Six Day War, 
has deprived both Israel and (he 
Soviet Union of the opportunity to 
maintain nn ongoing dialogue and 
listen to each other's views, 
however wide and deep the gap 
between them. 

It should not be taken as 
presumptive on Israel's purl if it 
claims that this lack of dialogue 
and lack of a Soviet diplomatic 
presence in Israel for over 14 
years has caused more harm lo 
Moscow than to Jerusalem. For it 
should be in the interest of a 
superpower, such us the Soviet 
Union, to maintain a presence and 
to be heard in one of the key 


Moscow and Jerusalem 


countries in the Middle East, 
despite Moscow's severe criticism 
of Israel's policies. Any claim by 
the Soviet Union to become in- 
volved in some form in the peace 
process would have to be 
preceded by the resumption of 
diplomatic relations with Israel. 

In the absence of such ties, two 
former Israel foreign ministers, 
Abba Eban and the late Yigal Al- 
ien, made it a point every now and 
then of seeking a meeting with 
their Soviet opposite number dur- 
ing UN assembly sessions in New 
York or at other international 
gatherings, such as the December 
1973 Middle East peace con- 
ference in Geneva. Such in-- 
iiiativcs by Israel normally en- 
countered positive response. 

It was former Foreign Minister 
Moshe Dayan who broke with 
that custom, in.sisting that the in- 
itiative for such meetings, even at 
a lower level, must come from the 
Russians. Former Israel Ambas- 
sador at the UN, Labour MK 
Chaim Herzog, was a firm ad- 
vocate of seeking a dialogue with 
Soviet diplomats and in fact 
revived the idea in The Jerusalem 
Post last week. It was a welcome 


coincidence that Foreign Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir was meeting with 
Gromyko in New York — the first 
such meeting with an Israeli 
foreign minister in five years — 
while that issue of the paper was 
being printed. 

Although no new ground was 
broken at the Gromyko-Shamir 
meeting, both sides had the oppor- 
tunity of hearing certain new 
nuances which might shed some 
fresh light on their respective 
countries’ policies. This is, after 
all, what dialogue'; even between 
hitherto hostile nations, is all 
about. 

Mr. Shamir was not surprised 
by most of Mr. Gromyko's views 
and attitudes, he commented after 
the meeting. What did surprise 
him, though, was the anger with 
which the Soviet foreign minister 
reacted lo both Israel and inter- 
national pressure regarding the 
emigration of Soviet Jews from 
Russia and the sufferings of 
Prisoners of Zion. This can be 
taken as proof that criticism of 
Moscow over these issues is not 
welcome music lo the Kremlin 
and often tends to embarrass 
Soviet policy-makers. It was not 


welcome music to Israel, on the 
other hand, when Mr. Gromyko 
pointed out Ihnl the vast majority 
of SovitM Jewish emigrants were 
going to the U.S. und not to Israel. 

Although there was no talk of 
rc.suniing diploimitic relations, 
Mr. Gromyko and Mr. Shumirdid 
discuss the abnormal situation 
prevailing in the absence of such 
relations. At a time when Israel is 
preparing to complete its 
withdrawal from all of Sinai within 
less than seven months, showing 
how much it is sacrificing for the 
sake of peace, it may not be too 
far-fetched to expect Moscow to 
review its own long-standing — 
and by now partly worn-out ^ 
Middle East policy. 

After all, ii was Moscow which 
has intimated time and again that 
once Israel accepted the principle 
of withdrawal from territories 
taken in the 1967 war and actually 
relinquished some of these areas, 
the Soviet Union would consider 
re-establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions. Only recently. Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin said 
publicly that Israel would 
welcome ''such a move, should 
Moscow initiate it. For it is in th£' 
interest of both countries, but par- 
ticularly the Soviet Union, lo 
resume and ensure an ongoing 

dialnoiiA 
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READERS' LETTERS 


THE RELIGIOUS WAY OF LIFE 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I refer to the letter of 
September 9, in which Moshe Ben 
Eliyahu describes his own Orthodox 
upbringing and the emphasis that 
was placed upon milzvot between 
man and Ooa rather than mltzvot 
between man and man. 

I also grew up in an Orthodox 
home abroad, but my memories of 
the education we received at home 
are very different from those of Mr. 
Ben Eliyahu. We were inculcated 
with values of human kindness, of 
keeping our word to our fellow 
men, honesty, the wrongs of 
cheating (in school, business or 
•otherwise); their importance was 
comparable with the mlizvol of 
.kashrul, prayer, fasting on Yom Kip- 
pur. etc. In addition, the children in 
the family learned a great deal in 
human relations by the example set 


by the parents. 

I object strongly to Mr. Ben 
Eliyahu's statement that someone 
who eats non-kosAer food is con- 
sidered a far more sinful Jew than 
someone who wrongs his neighbour. 
My attitude is quite different: 1 feel 
that the irreligious Jew is missing 
out on many valuable experiences. 
As a woman with a family, I dearly 
appreciate the calm and content- 
ment following the lighting of the 
candles every Friday night. I am- 
forced to rest — and all the daily 
chores and burdens are lifted from 
my shoulders for 24 hours. When I 
see my neighbours beating their 
rugs and cleaning their cars on 
Shabbat, 1 wish that they too might 
experience the Orthodox way of 
life. 

ANNE MIRSKY 

Jerusalem. 


FAIVIILY IN A QUANDARY 


To ihe Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I have two young children 
at the Jonathan School in Netanyu. 
Last night my wife went lo a P.T.A. 
nitfcling where the following was 
proposed by my it-year-old 
daughter's class mistress. Each Fri- 
day night from 4 to 8 p.m., all the 
children in the class should hold a 
weekly party at a different far.iily's 
house. 'The teacher went to great 
lengths to explain how important it 
was for the children lo develop their 
inter-relulionships in a social 
climate outside of the schoolroom. 

As a Gniut Jew, even though not 
a practising religioas member ofthe 
community, I had always felt that 
Shabbat was the link between my 
family and our Jewish heritnge. 
Although I make no daims what- 


soever lo practising religion, our 
family always lights candles and we 
make kiddtish und enjoy Kahhalai 
Shabbat. 

The dilemma we are now faced 
with is (he following; if wc comply 
with the teacher's request, we break 
our family joy of the unique Friday 
night Jewish happiness; if wc con- 
tinue practising our family unity and 
have our 1 1-ycur-otd daughter con- 
tinue to enjoy this tradition, she will 
be placed outside (he social activity 
of her peer group with all the 
resulting unpleasantness this can 
cause a child. 

The question I have Ls how. in a 
Jewish Stale, the education system 
can not only lolcnue the situation, 
but iictivcl) seek the desccruiion of 
the basic tenets of our Jewishness. 
Neuinya. n.AMD TRAtihR-mUS 


‘MENACING FIGURE* IN WORLD JEWRY 

To Ihe Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — The Toronto Zionist 
Council strongly condemns the re- 
cent gratuitous pronouncement of 
Nahum Goldmann, and urges all 
representatives of responsible 
Jewish organizations to repudiate 
and disassociate themselves from 
his statements to the world press. 

In a classic example of "Oalut 
mentality,” he adopts the language 
of the enemy, indulging in an orgy ,, , ^ . 

of self-hatred by lashing out against Nahum Goldmann 

his own people. He attacks the very rible” or "the Grand Old Man of 
legitimacy of the Jewish State, and Jewish politics.” The time has 
blames Israel for its Isolation, there- come, however, to expose, Gold- 
by lending credibility to those who mann for what he is; a menacing 
are bent on Israel's destruction. figure on the world Jewish scene at 
Some of Goldmann's colleagues, a critical time in Jewish history, 
particularly those in the World HELEN SMOLACK, 

Jewish Congress tend to minimize President, 

his destructive Intent, referring to Toronto Zionist Couneil 

him in such terms os "Et^ant ter- Toronto. 



ENDANGERING THE PEACE 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem fast 

Sir, — One of the more 
dangerous trends in political ac- 
tivity of late is the agitation against 
the evacuation ofthe Rafiah salient, 
scheduled for completion by April 1 . 

Israel has signed an international 
agreement in the eyes of the whole 
world; the Knesset has afTirmed it. 
There is no room for referendums in 
this matter. The decision must be 
lived up to — even if it seems with 
hindsight to have been too hastily 
arrived at. The implications of an 
Israeli refusal to live up to the letter 
of the Camp David Accords, at this 
early stage in their implementation, 
are too frightening: the delicate 
structure of peace might collapse. 

Israel held its elections on June 
30. Those who opposed the Camp 
David Accords directly elected the 
three Tbhiya MKs. Otherwise, the 
peace treaty received overwhelming 
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support, both from the voters who 
opted for the Likud as the party of 
peace ("this is only the beginning”) 
and by the voters who chose (he 
Labour Alignment's more ilexible 
territorial compromise formula. 

There is a broad national con- 
sensus in favour of pursuing peace, 
even for paying the price of ter- 
ritorial concession. I urge my fellow 
Israelis to reject the latter-day 
wisdom ofthe Camp David Accords 
opponents and of those Likud and 
Labour MKs who somehow square 
their support for peace with their 
opposition to territorial com- 
promise over Rafiah. Rather than 
sign the petition lo stop the 
vrithdrawal now in circulation, we 
should continue to support all ef- 
forts towards a diplomatic, 
negotiated settlement ofthe Middle 
East crisis. DAVID TWERSKY 
Kibbutz Qezer. 


DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST BEDUIN 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
. sir, — In the past several weeks, 
we have heard about two incidents 
of civilian demonstrations. In one 
case, ultra-Orthodox Jews were 
protesting the .excavations at the 
City of David in Jerusalem. In the 
second case, Beduin attempted to 
oppose expulsion from their lands in 
the area of 'Tei El-Malah. 

In the two instances, the 
demonstrators used force, stones, 
scattered nails, set up barricades, in 
one case, In the face of the 
Jerusalem police; in the other, 
before the tractors of the Israel 
Lands Administration and the 
Border Guard in Tel El-Malah. 

But here the similarity ends. In 
connection with Ihe Beduin, the 
commanding olTicer of the Border 
Guard unit used his weapon after 
the rioters did not heed his warn- 
ings, He fired three warning shots in 
the air. 

It is not redundant to remind the 
Israeli public that enforcing order in 
this manner against the Beduin 
resulted on February 26, 1981, in 
the tragic death of Raanima Sebikh 
Abu Legima, 30 years old, mother 
of six children. An IDF soldier 
acting under orders shot three times 
in the direction of the van in which 
she was riding. One of the shots 
struck her in the head. To heighten 
the disgrace, the soldier was freed 
after 38 days and the commanding 
officer did not even stand trial. 

It is beyond comprehension why 
demonstrators in Jerusalem are dis- 
persed by persuasion, mounted 
police, water hoses, batons and tear 
gus and in (he Negev with bullets. 

We call upon the government to 
order the Police, Roixler Gunnl. 
Army and the Green Patrol to cease 
their use of firearms against Beduin 
civilians in the Negev and lo bring 
to trial those officials who have 
fired their weapons in the past. 

DOV CALLER, member tjf ihe 
A.isoclalion for Civil Rights In Israel 
RABBI JONATHAN PERLMAN 
Beersheba. 

DEER FROM IRAN 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir. — Hurray for "Deer from 
Iran" (September 6). How 
refreshing to feel that Israel really 
cares uboui certain aspects of the 
environment. 

Here's hoping that soon those 
responsible like Interior Minister 
Yosef Burg will see the necessity of 
a Ministry of Environment and 
Natural Resources. 

MARIAN SZLAPAK 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

SUCCESSFUL VISIT 

To the Edilor cf The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — As a longtime editor and 
reporter from the United States, 1 
come to Israel, each year with my 
wife. This year^someihing new was 
added for me the sight of thou- 
sands of American sailors. 

Everybody, it seenis, Israeli and 
tourists, was favourably impressed. 
The sailors were always courteous, 
friendly and sober, and the citizens 
of Israel responded warmly to 
friends on a courtesy call. 

JOSEPH C. POTTER 
Tel Aviv (Nwth 'Arllngitm, NJ.I. 

TV STRIKES 

7*0 the Edilor qf The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — 1 believe that, as citizens of 
Israel and owners of TV and radio 
sets, we deserve a reduction in 
licence fees. What vrith all too fre- 
quent strikes by the media stafT, 1 
question whether we should be 
compelled to pay full fees. 

ROSE S. SHULMAN i 
Haifa. . . 
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